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opinion, not very satisfactorily ; as it is very difficult

to conceive how, even if the question of temperature

was settled, plants even of the fern and lycopodium

type could exist during the darkness of the long win-

ter's night at Melville Island. This difficulty is in-

creased by the facts made known to us by the dis-

covery of ammonites and lias fossils in Prince Patrick's

Island by Captain M'Clintock.

IV.— The Lias Rocks,

Many years ago it was asserted by Lieutenant An-

jou, of the Russian navy, that ammonites had been

found by him in the cliffs on the south shore of the

island of New Siberia, off the north coast of Asia, in

lat. 74° N. This statement, which was published in

Admiral Von Wrangcl's journal, attracted but little

attention, until it was confirmed, as far as probability

c^ such fossils occurring at so high a latitude is con-

cerned, by the remarkable discovery of similar fossils

by Captain M'Clintock, in lat. 76° 20' N., at Point

Wilkie, in Prince Patrick's Island.

In a paper, published by the Royal Dublin Society,

in the first volume of their journal, p. 223, Captain

M'Clintock thus describes the finding of these fossils:

—

" After returning to Cape de Bray, we took up the

provisions that the officer after whom it is called had

left for us, and crossed the strait to Point Wilkie

;

reached it on the 14th May. This traverse was the

more difficult from the great load upon our sledge, and

the unfavorable state of the ice and snow. The freshly

fallen snow was soft and deep, and beneath it the older

snow lay in furrows across our route, hardened and

polished by the winter gales and drifts, so that it re-

sembled marble.


