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remains, but the conqueror has perished. The afTection,

approbation and regret of the worthiest part of mankind is

greatly preferable and much above the vain honours conferred

by a blind people, who judge according to the event, and are

incapable to analyse the operations. 1 was unknown to

them before the expedition which I commanded in Canada

;

and if fortune, to whom I entirely owe my success, had less

favoured me, perhaps, like Byng, I would have been the

victim of a furious and unruly populace. The multitude

has and can have success only for the rule of their judgment.

Montcalm :— I am much obliged to you, sir, for your

favourable opinion of me. Let us leave weak mortals to

crawl from error to error, and deify to-day what they will

condemn to-morrow. It is at present, when the darkness is

dispelled from before our eyes, that we can contemplate at

leisure the passions of men, who move as the waves of the

sea, push on each other and often break upon the rocks ; and

in our present state, when ail prejudices are at an end, let us

examine impartially the operations of 1759, which was the

epocha of the loss to France of her northern colonies in

America.

Wolfe :—Most willingly sir, and to show my frankness, I

own to you I was greatly surprised on arriving with the

English fleet at Quebec without meeting with any opposition

by the French in the river St. Lawrence.

Montcalm:—You had reason to be so. It was not my
fault that you did not meet with many obstacles in your way.

I proposed to have a redoubt and battery erected upon Cape
Tourmente, which is a rock above fifty feet high, facing the

Traverse at the east* end of the Island of Orleans, where all

the vessels cross from the north to the south side of the St.

Lawrence river. They are obliged to approach very near the

Cape before they enter into the Traverse, and its height

above the men-of-war would have secured it against the

* Formerly, inward boand Bbips, instead of taking the sontb channel lower

down tlian GrooBe Island, struck over from Cape Tourmente, and took tbe aoath

channel between Madame Island and Pointe Argentenay.


