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oiigin of good ; the other, to whom they pay the most frequent

bomn«j;e, as that of every species of evil.

Tlieir canoes are formed with no inconsiderable degree of art,

and much industry appears to be bestowed on their construction.

They are pointed at eacli extremity, and are covered with the skins

of siu animals. In the upper part, or deck, is an aperture with a

bag afiived lo it, through which the savage introduces his body,

and tying its mouth around his waist, and taking in his hands u

paddle which he uses alternately on each side, he shoots through

the waves, by which he is tossed and buft'etcd, whilst the water is

unable to penetrate the slender vessel in which he rides.

Mewfoundland extends in the form of a triangle, about a hun-

dred leagues from east to west, and a hundred and twenty-live

from north to south ; being situated between forty-six and tifty.

two degrees of north latitude. John Gabato, a Venetian, was

its tirst discoverer, under the patronage of king Henry the Seventh

of Kngland. No advantage was derived from thence, until the

lapse of a period of near forty years. Cape Kace and Cape Ray
are the two promontories which present themselves to mariners

sailing on the river Saint Lawrence. Eiiihteen leagues to the

westward of the first, appears Cape Saint Mary, which forms the

entrance of the bay of Placentia towards the east. This bay is

sixteen IcagJies in breadlr*, and twenty in depth. Towards its

head is the harbour, capable of containing in safety one hundred

and lift) vessels, and defended by a fort called Saint Louis. The
jM-ench were the fust Europeans who frequented this situation.

Jietween Placentia and Cape Ray, the western point of the island,

two otiier bays, of considerable extent, penetrate some distance

into the country. They are distinguished by the appellations of

Eortiuic and Despair. No settlements have yet been made on
their coasts, and they are but little frequented. Cape Ray, toge-

ther w ith the island of Saint Paul, about fifteen leagues distant

Ironi it, forms the entrance into the gulph of Saint Lawrence

;

iuul vessels sailing thither, must pass, in clear weather, in sight of
the one or of the other. Besides the bays already noticed, this

island contains a variety of others, particularly on the eastern

coast, among which two are remarkable for their extent ; those

of 'i'l iiiity and Conception. Near the latter is the harbour of

Saint John, w hich is secure and well foi tified.

JJordertd by dark and gloomy rocks, which exhibit a barren,

juhosjritable appcuranto, the country, on a nearer view of its soil,

b('li. not the ciuuacter of its rude unmvituig features, which,
junid tlicir nakodr^css, display neither grandeur nor sublimity. At
;» k'tigue distant from the entrance of Saint John's harbour, no
opening in the coast is discernible. A white tower raised on a

|>ipcipitjus eminence; seems rather intended as a mark to warn


