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Georgia :

In .(. 'r. McFarhinil, H^ftltliOnioer of Siiviinnnli. fmnlHliBH the follovvlny !n resroiiBeto

my l.'ttor:

"Tlif iiiiaranllne Htatlop Ih locatod seawanl of the olty, iliHtant l)»«twi'Pn fonrttxdi ami
ilftt'i'ii mlltiH, upon an oyntor-betl 8lioal; this nlioal in ontlrely Hiirroiinded by water and Ih

covi'ii'il alioiit four foot In overy Hood lido. ()n« nhort angh' of tlio rlv«'r clianncl riiUH

wiiliin about throe huiidrf'd yardH of tlin Hiatloii. All voshuIs fi'oni Infected or HU^*ptH:ted

parts and latifudeti are reiiulred to dlMfharge ballast all lh<' year round at fhi-< (luarantlne

(ttatinii. No t)allaHt from tifc Went Indies, or HUMr>"''ted ioijalltloH north of ltl(> de Janelio,

liiis lit'cn allowd to be liroiiBlit to tli" (dly of HavanniiliHlncn 187i;. 'I'lilsrumilatlon wanln-

i*titiifi'(l a.s a Kiiard aKiiiiist yellow-fover introduction.

"Tlio fai-illtieH of the ntation ai'o not as Kreat an are reiiulri'd; an Increase of wharfiitre

iind the erection of a storoliouHe are needed.

"All vcshcIh are Inspected at lht> (luarantlne station by tlm resident pliyHlcian. VoHsi.>l8

liii'iiiK'), from loreiirn portw, seldom como to this port between May 1 and November 1. I

IwIIhvb this Is the case at the other Soulli Atlantic ports. Durlnuthis season but one vesse

In caiK" (Kiiano) )ias arrived here. CoiYee vessels liave been in the liabit of comiisK to 1ld«

[idit, and hav(^ been reiiuired toundfrgo sulphur fuuilgation with cargo in i>laco; the

funii'-i of tlie gas do not lejure tlie quality of the bean In the sliglitest degree. The cargo

istlu'ii allowed to betaken by llglilers to the city, while tlio vessel is dotauKHl ar the sta-

tion; lier bilges and timbers are cleansiul and disinfected witli solution of sulphate of iron

or liii'lil<jrlde of mercury, and. along with all clothing and bedding, she is then subjected

to a si'i'ond fumigation. The requirements Having been carried out. and no sickness hav-

Ini; occurred on board during detention time, permit Is granted by the health ofllcor for

vessi'l to come to the city. The clothing on board aiiy sucli vessel is subjected daily, dur-

intrcictention, to the action of fresh air, all bedding and clothing being exposed on deck
of vessel and in some cases these iire subjected to boiling. Fumigation with chlorine gas

i.s friMiuently resorted to—always when there Is any suspicion of smull-pox Infection.

"So soon as cholera became epidemic in Spain this past summer, orders were issued

to the pilots of this i)ort, not to board, but to direct to the Sapelo Quarantine station, any
and till vei^sels arriving from ports infected with cholera. This National Quarantine sta-

tion is distant only about sixty miles from the mouth of the Savannah river. It^cently

orders have been issued allowing pilots to lead to the port quarantine station any vessel

from the Mediterranean coast, when sue li vessel has not had deatli or acknowledged infec-

tions diseasi! aboard during her voyr.ge. This change of order was made in conwequence

of the decrease of cholera in Europe. These vessels were ordered to the National Quar-

antine station because they were all deemed entitled to thorough cleansing, and tlio health

authorities of Savannah decided that It cholera did make its appearance on board any of

them while having the clothing, bedding, etc.. attended to, it would be decidcMlly prefer-

able to have them away from this port. Vessels arriving at this port from yellow-fover

latitudes are not boarded by the pilots. Such vessels are led into quarantine grounds if

they have not had sickness on board during voyage. If they have had sickness on board

during voyage, wliich the captain acknowledges to have been susr^icious, he is directed to

the Siipclo station. If any vessel arrives at the port quarantine station and it is deter-

mined after investigation that she has liad infectious or contagious disease on board, she

is imiiied lately ordered to leave the port, and is directed to th(! National Quarantine sta-

tion. This refuge is umiuestionably a very great safeguard and help to this portion of the

.\tlantie coast, and in helping and protecting us it protects the country at large.

"Should a vessel o'-ivc at this port with cholera on board, and the National Quarantine

stati'.n be closed, the .-:iip would bo placed at the greatest distance from line of trav(!l (say

three-fourths of a mile) and guard boats, with most reliable crows, would prevent any

eommuiiication with or from her, excepting the quarantine physician, who would have to

remain and look after the sick. Tolographic communication would be opened at once

with the authorities at Washington, asking the immediate opening of the National Quar-

antin station. If such station was opened the vessel would bo sent there. If it was not

opened the health authorities of Savannah would have to assume the responsibility and do

the best in their power to prevent the apracd of the disease.


