
of hix iiliiciiil (lutit^.s wliicli is iiltogt'tlifi' uiikiuiwii

to tlie livw ill t\\v Uiiiteil Kiiigiliiiii. Tlii' ifsiiit of i

thiH is timt oiu! of tiu! piirtifH intL-rf.slt'il in every !

coiitcHt tlmt tiikuM pliicf |niN.seHHi'NHii tmiliu' iiifhu'iR'i' i

in tiiiit cniitL'st. Tilt' Clerk of the Crown in Chun-
,

eery eimnot issue tiie writ, lie eiinnot eonforni to
I

the warrant issued Ity the Speaker, until tlu- ,

Administration nuike known to him wliom they

have aj)i)ointed iis returning ollieer for the purpose
\

of lioIdinK tlie eh'ct- i ; and so, however desirouH

he may lie to d, ^'e his duty, in eonforinity
j

witli tlu' sjiirit ail., .iitention of tiie Act, his ijood '

iiilciitioiis in that lespect are frustrated ; iiis !

ahiiity to ooiiforin to tiie re(|uiremeiits of tlie law
are rendered nuj,'atory, so long as the Adminis-
tration choose to refrain from a|>pointiiig an
officer to liold the election. That being the case,

it is of the first ci)iise(|uencc tliat i'arliament should
!

watch carefully every step taken in every election
|

which is heing held in any j) rtion of this

Dominion. We s'imetimos hear it said here that

parties arc dispo.seil to live and to die Hritish

subjects. I am not going to discu.ss the (|uestion

of dying, because I suppose mo.st lion, geutleiueii

like to stay where they are acipiainted ; and so, 1

suppose, they have no jiarticular an.viety to end
tht'ir days in any liurrie<i manner. IJut, .Sir, I

may .say that tho.se who are anxious to live as

British subjects in Canada ought to be anxious
. to maintain the spirit and ^irinciples of liritish

institutions ; and it is not maintaiiiiiig the s]iirit

and principles of liritish iiarliaiiieiitary government
to jiut it in the power of an Adiniiiistration to ex-

ercise an undue iutiueiice through the iustruiuen-

talities which are employed in holding a ])ar:li.neii-

tary election. The ( Jovernment, I say, are alwiys
a party to every election contest that takes place ;

and ill the election contest to which I am about to

refer, the one which has recently taken place in

I^oiidon, a Minister of the Crown was one of the
candidates. That Minister of the Crown was also

a party to ailvising His Kxcelleney who the return-

ing otHcer and the various deputy retnrniug ufticers,

within the constituency, shoulil be. Hon geiitle-

nitii will see, then, that the relation between one
candidate and all the officials ei.ijiloyed holding the
election is quite different from the relation between
the other candidate and tho.se officials. So, where
these large powers are given to an Administration,
it is of all the more cons(!(iuence to see that the
parties who are appointed for the purpose of hold-

ing an election strictly conform to the law. I

say. Sir, that Parliament always has the power to

protect itself ; and the appointment of an election

court, ffir the purpose of trying controverted elec-

tions, does not at all derogate from the power that
is inherent in the House of Coninions. So far as a
Jiarticular class of matters are concerned, it may
lie important that the House should abstain from
taking any action where the courts are called upon
actively to interfere and to adjudicate in reference

to litigated matters. That the original authority
and right of Parliament is not derogated from by
the substitution of a court of justice for a commit-
tee of the House in the trial of controverted elec-

tions, was admitted in a discussion that took place
in this House .some years ago. In that discussion,

Mr. Blake said :

" Ho would be very sorry to believe that the House had
been deprived, by the position of the Controverted Eleo-
tiong Act, of'its power over returning officers and deputy
returning officers—of its power to investigate complaints

made iigaiiiHt then:, and to punish thom foi- improper oon-
duet."

And Sir John .Macdonald, in ii|)viiking in tlio sivnie

debate, .said :

" He wn.s glitd tliu liiiii. member did not propose to nsk
the Iliiiise t« ciinsider the points raised in tfio petition

when llio election case wiis before another tribunal ; at

the Hiimo time it was not to bo supposed that the House
had iibandonedits riglit toenntrol.eensuroandif need be,
punish, returning and dopu'y returning officerH,"

.So that, so far as the power of Parliament is con-

cerned, there can lie no (|Uestioii that the power
does exist, that this House has inherently in itself

the ]iower to supervise the otiicials it emjiloys to

hold elections in any constituencies ; and while in

some t^a.ses it may not Ix! necessary to intervene, it

is always projier to observe, so that, when there is a
serious abu.se of authority, when there is an abuse
of oliice, this Hou.se may u.se the jiowerwitli which
it is vested in the public interest for the purpose of

jirotc(^ting the rights of parties which are affected

when the power i^aii lie more iwiiivenientlyexerciseil

by this House than by any other tribunal or party.

This is obvious for this reason. Let me sn]i|io.s(!, for

instance^ that the returning otliccr should return to

this House a jiarty who had received a minority <if

votes, a party who is an alien, a jiarty whfi is

a felon, and no objeciioii had been filed in the case,

no action had been taken in the case clearly the

House is not in such a helpless ]iositioii that it could

not jiurify itself and protect the rights of the

electors of the country against any intrusion or

abuse of that kind. The returning nlticer may
commit a fiaud upon the Hou.se, he may return a
candiilate having a minority of votes, and surely it

is open to this House to call on the (-lerk »if the
Crown in Chancery an<l it has been done again

and again to proiluce the return made and to

insist upon an amendment of the return in accord-

ance V ith the facts. If there be any (|nestion of

law, if there be anv (piestion of litigation between
the parties, if no reference is made to the courts

for adjudication, it is open to this House to pro-

tect it.self againstabuse and against any per.son who
has no I'iglit to sit here now, just as much as it was
in the formci' history of Parliament. As a rule the
c<iurts have to considci' (piestioiis of law and fact,

and the conclusions of the law from the facts so

stated and jiroved, liut, where the (|ue8tion is

merely one of arithmetic ami nothing more, I

think it is clear that the ob.servations ina<le by
Lord Esher in an important ca.se—the Bangor
case which was tiied three or four years ago—
are strictly applicable, and it wouhl be a,

neglect of duty for the House to refuse to do jus-

tice in the matter and to compel the parties to

have recourse to exjiensive legislation. I do not
mean, by the res<ilution I have proposed, that this

i

Hfiuse shall exercise a meddlesome oversight,
i that it shall u.se the power with which it

;

is vested, where the emjiloyment of such power

j

is unnecessary, lint x say that, whenever it

1 becomes clear that a wrong is about to be done,

j

that authority is about to be abused, that the
pai'tieswho arj entrusted with the <lischaige of im-
jiortaiiV duties are failing in tliei" duty, the fact

I that this House is not in<liffe.'ent to what is being
done, tli.xt it is exercising a supervision over its

' officers, is calculated to ha\ ja very important and
' salutary effect, aiid \, hen that supervision is exer-

I

cised with fairness and moderation, lam certain that
I such abuses asexisted in the Province of NewBruns-
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