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and the same, tlioiisainl ongaKcd in tlio ordinary inoohanical and industrial pnrHnits

of tlicconiiirycimiiH'tiiiif as free labourers. Were tlicyina wnrso condiiion? (Vrtainly

their liiboiir was less eflieu'iit tlmu it would be if tiiey had tlu; ..i. tives of free men;

80 they ciMnpeted less iis criminals than as honest oilizens. The honourable nienibor

for Kinf,'ston had said these men did not really do a great deal of iiarni while they

were at large, but the moment tht^y were confined they were brought into eondict

witli honest labour. They ouglit then to try and remedy that nii.se.hief and to leave

these men at large. The logical interenee of the argunn-nt of the luoniber for

Frontenac was that the ])risoners should do nothing. Hut what were they to do
with them ? If thiy must not eniidoy their labour they must pension them.

There was one class of jx'rsons they pensioneil for long and fait iiful work for the

State, but here was a class of criminals whom they were to pension in order that

the whole popuhition might not sutler by their industry. That was a very extra-

ordinary theory ot ]iolitical economy which the honourabli.' gentleman ojiposite

adopted.. When they occu,>icil the leasury benches they asked for money to enter

into CO ii])etition with the free labour ol' this country by bringing out immigrants,

and yet '.liey eom|ilained because the jirisoners in the ])cnitentiary, by compulsion of

the State, were maile to do the very tiling tiiey put immigrants to do. Supjiosing

that the views of tlu; lionourMlile meMd)'-r for Kingston were carried out, leaving out
the objection which the honourable Minister of .)usti(!e had pointed out, that these

men could n(t obtain employment after they came troni the penitentiary. If

thev engaged them at unjiroiitalile })ursuits how were they to nnke up the loss

which tiie .*>tate sustained? Tiiey would Iimvc to put a tax on thi; industries of the
country. These considerations were perfectly comdusive to lus mind, against, he
would not Si y the arguments, but tUo clip-trap suggestions of the liouourable
member for Frontenac,"

and so on in a specfh of the .same dint\} pliilosophy which is the admir-
ation of jjeople who don't know anytliini; of pra'tit-al economy.
(LiMighrpr.) 1 said in tlie same delate (page 1202) that there had
ai'iseii a nry, tlie justice of wliicli had been recognized in Bngland and
also in France, against tln! sub.si lizing ot pri.son hiUour for the uianu-
facture of good.s that wonhl <^om|>i'te with free labour.

Then in 1879, wjit-n tiie present 'lovernment was in power, I
Stated ( Hansard 1879, pigp 1537) from my place as leader of the
llon.se: " My opinio has always remained tho same on this point,
that it is a great mistortnne that the laliour of c nvicts should be
brought into oompetition wiih tlia' of hoiest men out.-.ide, and that that
should be cured as much as possible. W.iommencel with tlie view
of doiuiT away with the contract system by degrees. It could only be
done l>y degrees, becMuse we had contractors there who had niucli
platit and had running coutraeis. Tne principle will b^ carried out as
much as possilde that the convicts should interfere as 'little as pos.sible
with the honest libour of the coiiutrv."

Mr. Mills, however, in 1S7U was as wiso and p'lilosoplucal as in
1877. He said, (pige loiJO):

"He was rather surprised, although he had heard .some very extraordinary
doctrines ot p.ditical economy hd.l down since this session began by the honouiablo
member tor Montreal East. He rem b.-re.l very well the dis(!Ussion that took
place on the subject last ynir. He tli.aight it was th.; honourable member for
trontenac that suggested thai the convi.;ts in penitentiaries should be euiplnyed at
some labour th;.t would not be of the .slighest use to them when they had served
their time. Now, the position taken by the honourable member on that occasion,
and the position taken by the honourable geuthmian who had spoken that day, had
mtimate.l that these people u ere in a wholly dilKTcnt no itiou to the industries
outside. In the Kingston Pen. tenliary they had 8.10 or l.uuO convicts. These
people, If they were outside would probably be producing a gu-ater number of
articles which would come into competition with the ])roducts of the r-^st of the
community. Then the labour of the convict>. was less efficient than it would be if

pafcii.-


