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In answer to a question from the Minister,

Manitoba aince the 22nd December, 1870.

Mr. Spenco said he had l)een m

Minister—What time does Spring begin there ?

Mr. Spevce— In 1S7I the Spring opened about tlie 1st of April. 'I'he liver is

navigable about the 23rd of April. In 1HT2 the Siting set in somewhere al)OUt
ten flays later. The first steamer went down early in May.

Q. What time do farmers sow wheat there ?

A. They sow in April oi' May, from al)Out the loth or 2()th of Api-il to the
I.5th or 2()th May. The S])ring is shorter than it is here, and sets in without any
breaks.

Q. What quantity of wheat do they raise to tlie acre?

A. They raise from thirty to sixty-three bushels to the acre. b'ort> ishels

is the average.

Q. What is the usual weightper bushel?

A. Sixty-two lbs. 1 h'iV(>, iwon told by jKMsons who have seen it, that wheat
can b<> cultivat(!d for forty years, continuously, witliout manure.

Q. What about oats and barley, and root crcjps?

A. The barley sown there is very tine; the oat'^ not so good. Jjuckwheat
has never been tried. Root crops are extraordinary. Cabbage and cauliMower
grow almost of thcur own accord. Cabbages grow to a very large size. Potatoes
and turnips are very t'ne, also m^^uigolds. Sugar beet has never been grown, but
some ])arties think of trying it. Tornj'toes. if they were to tak(\ the sanii' trouble
as in this country, would answiM' well. \'ery little attention is ik\'u\ to scientific

farming. The gras-^es hav<^ iiot l>eeu tlK)r*)U<j;hly tested ; have seen small patches
of timothy, which were very go<)<l. The wild grasses ar-) very good lor pastu-

rage. There are what ai-e chilled hay fnrm<.

Q. Do farmers Jiouse their cattle?

A. Hundreds of cattle are nevi'r liouscd, and tluy lnok fai- better than those
you see come out of barns.

Q. Is the climate equal to that of Minnesota?

A. The climate is much the same.

Q. The soil?

A. Yes. Thesoil r-> believed to l^e Itotter than that of Minnesota. I believe

there is no country where the soil is equal to it.

Q. What time do they usually cut the grain?

v. At the latter i)art of July and begnming of Augu-st

Q. What time does winter set in ''


