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of a frame in the marsh was noticed, such as would have been
made by a pyramid of logs. We were further aided in our

investigation by some additional particulars communicated by
Mr. Barclay, the British Commissioner of 1826, who, I am happy
to say, is still alive ; and, though at an advanced age of nearly

90 years, retained wonderful recollection of the circumstances

connected with the questions now referred to him. An inde-

pendent investigation from our own observations and measure-

ments indicated the restored site of the old pyramid only 400'

feet distant from the Indians' site. This extraordinary coinci-

dence left no reasonable doubt that we had found the old site,

and the Indians' spot was accordingly adopted, and served as

the starting-point of the operations of the new Commission.
The north-west comer of the Lake of the Woods was re-

established and found to occur in a grassy marsh covered by
3 to 4 feet of water. The international boundary-line, starting

from the north-west point of the Lake, follows by the terms of
the treaty a due-south line for 26 miles to its intersection

with the 49th parallel in the open water of the lake.

For the first 16 miles the line outs off a promontory of the-

western shore of the Bay, passing over a continuous swamp
more or less weeded. In the northerly portion of the line the
timber is dense, consisting of birch and tamnrac a species-

of larch, and a great entanglement of fallen timber covera
a treacherous swamp, having in bare places a mossy surface

which gives way under foot, and underneath is mire and
water of varying depth. The cutting and surveying of this

line was attended with considerable hardship and difficulty,

camp equipage and provisions being transported on men's backs,

and lor this service, as well as for clearing the line, Indians were
employed. The natives of the Lake of the Woods are most
independent, and little inclined or physically able for continuous
hard work. It became necessary to humour them a little to

prevent them abandoning a work which necessitated their

being knee-deep in mud all day. The great talker of the party,

who is well known throughout the country, began by a great

flourish, and very soon disabled himself with his own axe, and
eventually settled down as the cook of the party. He was famous
for the extraordinary load of miscellaneous baggage that he
could collect into one bundle and carry on his back, with the

portage straps across his forehead, and jump from log to log,

when shifting camp down the cutting. The Indians would only
work on the condition that I would take care of their wives and
families during their absence. Twelve or fourteen families aC'

cordingly arrived and set up their lodges close to the Observatory
Camp, and an occasional issue to them of a little flour and bacon
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