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of manure for our farms is thrown away and wasted. By the dry
earth system the whoh) inij^hl he saved, and utilised to such an ex-

tent that it shall he i)rorilai)le, not only to the farmei's who used it,

hut to the towns from whence it is procured.*

n.—THE PULNCU'LES OF THE nUV EAIITH SYSTEM.

These ai-e first, the marvellous capability of (h-y and siflnl nirth,

or of cldi/rd subsoil^ for dcodorisation. This is such, that

two pounds wcifilit of sn(di earth, f or three h;ilf-j»infs. is

anii)ly suHicicnt for one use of a closet. .\nd if with this (lu.'intity

the excreta covci-cmI hv it he intimatelv mixed, it mav in a verv short

time lie dried without oil'ence hy artificial heat. And the mass,
when dried thus, or hy natural heat, may h;3 used again and again
fot' the same pupose. I have tried it with success t(Mi times.

The second i)rinciple is in the immediate application of this deoilo-

risiny poirrr to the matter to be dvodorised. To meet this evil we must
take it in detail, and we must take it at once. Little real good, if not

mu(di harm, will ever be done by trap^ ind ventilators and gully-

holes, and deodorising processes for vast volumes of smvage water.

The I'vil must be cut off at its source. Al this point it can h(! cut oil',

and convei'ted info a vast benefit.

The third principle, which has only recently how(;v(>r been ob-

served, and which so increases the feasibility of the inlroduction of

this system into large towns, is this : if the deposits fall into a vault,

3 feet or 't feet deep, the su[)erincumbeiit weight of ilie repeated
addition of two pounds of earth, and an occasional act of levidling

with a rake or common scra[ier, are sulficirnil for the inixing. So
lliat within six weeks from the deposits falling, the excreta and any
vegetabk' matter disajipear ; and the mass looks and smells like

fresh earth. And in that vault, without the omission of any otl't-u-

sive smell, it may continue three, four, or six months.
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HI.—THE APPI.ICATIOX OF THE PHINCIPLES OF THE DIIV EAUTll SYSTEM

TO INDIVIDUAL CASES.

In the case of the ordinary privy, whether attached toacott.ige or
larger dwidlingdionse, if there' be (litliculty in removing it from its

present site, let the present vault be emptied and cleansed, and filled

* The value of tho manure producod annually in a City or Town is estimated at not
less than .£1 sterling per head for every inhabitant. Tho City of London, tiierefore,

throws no less than i^U,500,000 annually into the Thames, and is now expending .jD'J.SOO,-

000 on works to throw it away more completely than before. (See Appendix D.)

f The best earth for tho purpose is that containing tho most organic matter. Kxpo-
rionco in Canada has proved that black muck or swamp earth, when tlioroughly dried
and sifted, is admirably adai I for earth closets. Where it isdillicul' to obtain suita-
ble earth in sufficient (juaij sifted ashes may be mixed with the earth, in tho pro
portion of one of ashes to tW' . earth. [£.'(/.]


