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Thèse rivers aiul lakes havo bcon the niost inipnrtant faotors in the
settlement of the country, as they forniod iho oarliest linos of approach
for the pénétration and exploration of the interior, and for tho exploi-

tation of our forests. Tlie liuiiberman followed the trapper and the fur

trader, the axe supplantcd the rillo, aud thus the country was opened up
by men wlio knew not ouly wliere to bogin, but, by their calling, were

best equipped as pioneers.

The frontier, where not aiready oceupied by tb j French, was neces-

sarily rapidly sottled in the first place by the Loyalists of 1770^ who
could not stand npon the order of their dopartnre after their homes
were confiscated. Thèse found the rivers their earliest friends from
whenee they obtained the means of ehelter and of employment in the

only industry by which money could then be obtained, viz., the floating

of timber and ])otasli to ]\Iontreal and Québec.

Uver a lengtli of several tliousand miles between Labrador and

Alaska and over a width of several hundred miles, there is an almost

continuons distribution of lakes, lakelets and rivers;—the lakes of varied

outlines, dimensions and élévations above sea level, and many possessing

facilitios for the storage of their flood waters. Tliis power of storage has

been largely taken advantage of by lumbermen to retain the needed

supply for their spring "drive" into the main stream. In many places

Ihe outlet from the lake, or the connection between a chain of lakes, is

u narrow clef t in rock where an inexpensive dam will hold back the water

Bupi^lied by the winter's accumulation of snow.

With the exception of lier prairie région, the rivers of Canada differ

from the Mississippi, Missouri and Ohio, and the larger part of their tribu-

taries, in that they are not naturally navigable from their mouths, or above

tidal influence to any considérable extent, except in detached sections;

while the former are navigable for thousands of miles and are thereforc

without water power. Those great western rivers flow upon a nearly

uniform grade of a few inches per mile, whilst the St. Lawrence and

its tributaries are interrupted by rapids, chutes and cataracts, aifording

a great variety, quantity and quality of water power.

In the United States, between the Atlantic coast and the lîocky

Mountains, as far south as tho Gulf of Mexico, and as far north as the

Dakotas, (with the exception of part of New York and New England)

there is an entire absence of lakes; while throughout Canada, north of

the St. Lawrence and stretching northwest toward the Mackenzie lîiver

Basin, thèse are innumcrable, in fact hâve never been numbered, and

thousands of the smaller ones hâve never been reprcsented on any map.

The upper sections or sources of most of the Canadian rivers are

chains of lakes, occupying in many instances the greater portion of the
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