
every |mpci' for yeiirs, and tlio jiooplo know wliat was itivolvetl. They
knew tliiit any coni^rcg.ttiou tli:it ilitl )iot vote would bo held a.s assent-

ing to the well understood mind of tho Synod on tlie subject. As a

matter of fact, it was \inderstood tliut tliose congregations that did

not vote were in favour of uTiion. Those congregations canu! into the

union, and are in tu this day. What, tlien, was the result of appealing to

the congregations { Why, u greater degree of unanimity than could

have Vk'cu anticipated ; v^tstly greater, certainly, than you cv<u' expect

to get in Parliament. Out of 1.10 congrtjgations only 10 voted nay,

and in almost every one of those ten, minorities were favourable to

union. Was it jjossible ever to get a larger ])0pular majority than that

on tliis ]ilan(!t? Ha\ ing thus got our Synod and all our lower Courts in

favour, and having seen what the general mind of the Church was, what
did we do i Unite ? No ; not yet. We said :

** We are an independent
Church, no doubt of that."* The Act was read to you yesterday ; that Act
of Indcpeiulenco was as.sented to by Mr. Lang; it had to bo assented to

by every minister of our Clnirch ; they could not have been inducted an

ministers otherwise ; an Act declaring in tlvo strongest way that as a

Churc!' we were independent.

Mil. MACMASTEU.--Only eccle.siastically.

PniN'CiPAL GRANT.—Ecclesiastically and spiritually. We do
not pretend to be more than tiiat now. Wo went Lo the proper Coui-ts

for tetnj)oral legislation.

Mn. MACMA STEPv.—And lost there.

PuiNcii'AL GRANT.—No ; wc never went to law ; we went to

the law making power ; and we now come to headquarters for our law.

This is a legislature, that is, a law making body. I say, then, gentle-

men, that we were an indejiendent Synod. j\lr. Alacmaster anticipated,

but antici[)ated erroneously, what I was going to say on this ])oint. He
should Jiave had i)atience, as he will see when he hears my next sen-

tence. I say that we considered that, while independent as a Church,
we were gentlemen, and it became us to remember tho claims of

courtesy.

Mr. MACMA.STEPt.—You did not (.'aie about the Coui-ts.

PuiNCiPAL GRANT.—What we did before the Legislatures will

be brought before you fully in the proper i)laco. Is it not better to

take things in order i

The CHAIRMAN.—Yesterday the speaker was allowed to pro-

ceed without iriterruptions, unless to correct a statement on a matter of

fact. The speaker ought not to be interrupted.

* See Appendix for proof that tho Canadian Church wa.s independent.


