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It may be well to notice here that although the weeldy

returns for 14 weeks to 1st October .exhibit an increase on

18R6 of £G0,34B, which is sometimes represented as the

increase, so far, for the current half-year, the revenue

accounts for the three calendar months to 80th September,

show an increase of only £G2,809.
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(2) Working Expenses.— As the traffic receipts

have risen or fallen, so have the percentages of expenses

been on a lower or higher scale. This is shown by the

following statement :
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1883

1884

1885

1886

1887

Grand Trunk (Main Line) Working Expenses.

( Pri>j)i>rtii>n to Heceipts).

First Half. Sccoiia Half.

... 72-1 per cent. 68-0 per cent

73-0

7G-G

70-5

70-1

>>

>•

>>

73-1

7G-0

G9-4

G7-1

>)

Whole Year.

60 9 per cent.

73-1 „

76-3 „

69-9 „

,, (3 months).

A careful examinjition of these figures leads to the

conclusion that the liailway has come to be more eco-

nomically worked during the latter part of the period

covered by the above dates. Thus, for the whole of

1886 the percentage of expenses was no higher than for

1883, although the receipts were about ^£8,000 per week

less. Again, for the first half of 1887 the rate was 70-1

per cent, as against 72-1 for the corresponding half of

1883, although receipts were £5,800 per week less. For

the first three months of the second half of 1887 receipts

were .£500 per week more than for the corresponding

period of 1883, and expenses were at the rate of 67*1 per

cent., which compares with 67*3 per cent, in 1883. It

seems reasonable, therefore, to assume that, if the average


