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tively in the matter of obtaining the re-
quisite information. 0f course it is- too
soon yet to Bay how far or to what extent
the Act will be taken advantage of, but I
arn in hopes, as the schemne becomes known.
that the ad'vantages of it will appeal largely
to the public ini general, and lb may in-
terest rny hon. friends to know that several
rather eulogistic commente on lb have been
forwardad ta, me from the Unibed States
press, in many of which they earnestly
axhort the respective govarnmenba of the~
various statas to follow oui exemnple and
introduce similar legislation. 0f course, as
I said, it will take smre time before wa can
get the thing properiy befora the public, but
I thlnk parliament bas no occasion ta re-
pent of tha axperimant tbey have intro-
duced.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I arn not at al
surprised that a great many inquiries bave
been raceived by the departrnent with ref-
arance ta this law, for the subject le car-
tainly one on which the public mind, flot
mrnarly ini Canada, but aU over the world,
ia being forclbly directed at the present
tixne, and as affording an inatalment at
laast of legisiabion on a very important sub-
ject. I really wish that befora we had
deait with this Bill-not because the Bull
itself contains any controversial matter, but
because it affords an opportunity of dis-
cussing the progreas that has been made-
it had been possible ta furnish information
in detail ta the Hiouse wibh regard ta the
rifles and regulationa that may have
been passed regarding ib, and also that
we sbould have information ais bo the
staff that has been appointed to carry
this measuire mbt operabion. 1 arn
aware that the right bon. gentleman
has taken charge of it in his own
departrnant, wbich is very weil, as ha bas
been the originator of the legisiation, and
while ha prasides over the depariment ib is
desirable that he sbould lend it his tomber-
ing care in ibm inibiabory stages; but I had
sme littie doubt as ta. whebher my hon.
friend would be equipped with properly
skilled officiais te operaba a very tachnical
Act such as this la. There la no doubb if
the Insurance Daparbrnent bad charge of
ib they have men who are very competant
to handle a subject of this kind. Mv rirbf

hon. friand rnay, however, have got actuarial
assistance cf a superior kind, and have the
Act operating under such guidance. Thare
la only one point to, which I wish ta rater,
and ib ta perhaps one batter suited for dis-
cussion in eommibtee than at this stage;
that la with raferanca to the division of the
snmuity bebween man and wite. I should
alnost think-although I may be entirely
wrong-bhab the division ls rather srbibrary
againat tha woman, especially if the divi-
sion la made at a somewhat advanced stage
cf ife. We know tha probabilities cf lite
are dacidedly in faveur of the female altar
50 or 55 years cf age, while in anothar stage
cf life it le in favour cf tha male. The
question la whatber this division should net
be made on the tables cf the probablltias
cf life?

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-Ib
will ba.

Hon. bEr. FERGUSON-At oe tima in
the if e cý the pair the woman would have
a rigbt ta accept lesa than one-half, bait
thare mighb be another time when she
should have considarably more than oe-
half, if a division was made. I think ib
sbould be made se as ta anable a coupla
ta have the annuiby baken, first in tha namt
cf oe and divided as bebwaan the two. Il
tha annuiby la paid only ta the man and
ha dies it would ail drop, whereas in tha
case cf a division with bis wlfe, if ha dies
lb is conbinuad for bbe wif e as long as sha
lives.

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-I
would have great pleasura if I could do me
in laying on bbe tabla cf the House copies
Df the various tables of annuities aubhorized
by ordar in council. I shaîl endeavour ta
get them before this Bill cornes up for the
next reading. I rnay inform the hon. gen-
t'.rnan further that these tables hava beau
cs-reful]y prepared by actuarias cf the In-
surance Dapartrnenb and it necessarily de-
layed us a little, but lb was proper that lb
ishould ba done. They were amployed for
s7evaral waaks in carefully workung out the
varions sornewhab intricabe debails under
wblch annuibies could be granbed at vari-
oua aoees and in various conditions. Mv
lion. friand will flnd that these have been
carefully ]ooked into and very fully pre-


