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OMmunjcation with the Island. It may
po_sﬂlbly take the form of selecting another
Pomt for the ferry. The route may be a
oo ¢ longer, but it will be free from
8 and eapable of being traversed at every
hop o Of the year. I learn from my
0. friend from Shediac that there is such
Toute; but until the deficiency in the
oesent, service is established, I think the
to f‘,’el‘nment ought not to be pressed to go
e Urther expense in the matter—for the
rse“F, at all events. If it be merely in-
.Dation that is wanted, then I do not
caﬁ] this House should pass a resolution
IDg upon the Government to issue a

)4

?tommlssion to ascertain information which
la:h':ady possesses, which would not
0

he House in a very good position
efore the country.

WiEON. Mr. POWER—The hon. gentleman
call oberve that the amendment does not
for 5 commission,

fOPHON~ MRr. ABBOTT--It does not call

ob; Commission, it is true, but the same
Jectio

bec

the

agky

L I think is applicable to it;
3se, a5 T have explained, we possess
Information which the amendment
for—the motion in amendment asks us
ther% What we have already done, and
hay : Ore by implication asserts that we
a8k ant done it. If the information is
groa for, I undertake to say, that with the
Dareae“ possible despatch it will be pro-
8Sug. 20d laid before the House. I would
h o898t that as no doubt the object of my
o 'Wf}‘lends has been gained, the motion
give Ithdrawn, and in suggesting that I
tion t]}?y assurance that all the informa-
the 3t they ask for will be furnished by

epartment,

wif};m- Mr. HOWLAN—T have listened
deby, % good deal of attention to the
Quegt; Which has taken place on this
doubt“.)n’ and I have not the most remote
Whe hm my mind that the hon. gentlemen
With ave taken part in it have spoken
Why Lerfect sincerity, and have furnished
the i PPeared to them sound reasons for
frien dleWS that they entertain. My hon.
8peale from Nova "Scotia was the first
Prec au:" and he asked had we taken the
Necggen ot Y0 get all the information
it hyg ?l Y. I would not have adverted to
fop 801‘ the fact that it will be necessary

Weo refer to it as we proceed further

On
28} took every precaution ; we asked

the Government, and they kindly gave us
the services of two engineers, and $1,000
each year to make a survey across. More
than that: feeling that the mode we pur-
sued in surveying across might be insuffi-
cient, 1 took the trouble to write to Sir
Charles Tupper to ask the Imperial Gov-
ernment to permit their vessel, the
“Gulnare,” which was there at the time,
and which was better equipped than any
we had, to make a survey which would be
recognized as correct. There have been
as many different statements made about
the distance across the Straits as about the
cost of the undertaking. We have been
told that the route was 20, 10, 15, 18 miles,
and when we had established, beyond any
question of doubt, that it was only 63
miles, the statement would have been
doubted had it not been confirmed by the
gentlemen who were in command of the
Imperial survey there. We have done so;
my bon. friend from Lunenburg will see
that we took every precaution possible in
making the survey. More than that: we
made borings, and secured samples of the
material at the bottom, so there can be no
question at all regarding the distance
across, or the material of which the bottom
is composed. All that information has
been procured. If that information is
placed before a competent tribunal no
doubt we will be able to get an estimate
of the cost of the undertaking, and it was
to get that that I have asked the
Government to submit this matter to
a board of competent engineers, A
great deal of stress has been laid—
unnecessary stress—as to the mean-
ing of this term “efficient service.”
My houn. friend from Halifax asked the
hon. gentleman from Murray Harbor
whether the representatives of Prince-
Edward lsland who made the terms of
Union had a tunnel in view. At the time
the agreement to make the Baie Verte
Canal was entered into, was there any
such thought in the mind of any one as
building a ship railway at Chignecto ?
Was there a ship railway in the world at
the time ? As a matter of fact, the ship
railway at Chignecto is the only structure
of the kind in the world to-day. Ihad
something to do with the making of the
terms of Confederation, and was one of
those who came here to make the terms,
The first time that the subject was men-
tioned informally at the Council Board in



