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tommunication with the Island. It may
Posibly take the form of selecting another

oint for the ferry. The route may be a
. t le longer, but it will be free fromlee and capable of being traversed at every8eason. of the year. I learn from mybon. friend from Shediac that there is such
n route ; but until the deficiency in the

resent service is established, I think the
overnment ought not to be pressed to go
Sfurther expense in the matter-for the

Preseit, at all events. If it be merely in-formation that is wanted, then I do not
think this House should pass a resolution

un upon the Government to issue a
omission to ascertain information which

already possesses, which would not
ace the House in a very good position
ore the country.

"oN. MR. POWER-The hon. gentleman
oberve that the amendment does not
for a commission.

.iolq MR. ABBOTT--It does not callO a O i it is true, but the same
eetion I think is applicable to it;

theause as I have explained, we possess

ask Information which the amendment
to for -the motion in amendment asks usth do what we have already done, andthelfore by implication asserts that weave fnot done it. If the information is

for, I undertake to say, that with thegrealest possible despatch it will be pro-pared and laid before the House. I would
oggest that as no doubt the object of my
be rlends bas been gained, the motionb8ý Withdr
ve rawn, and in suggesting that I

tio y assurance that all the informa-
the11 that they ask for will be furnished byt Jepartment.

WiO! N L IIOWLAN-I have listened
deb a good deal of attention to the
9ee -e Which bas taken place on this
doubt. i? and I have not the most remote
Wh hn My mind that the bon. gentlemen
With 0 ave taken part in it have spoken
WhatPerfect sincerity and have furnished
the v.appeared to themý sound reasons for
frilews that they entertain. My hon.
"pead from Nova Scotia was the first8Peaker a

preeau and he asked had we taken the
ele oi>n to get all the information

it b ry. I would not have adverted to
foirt for the fact that it will be necessary
on me to refer to it as we proceed further

SWe took every precaution ;· we asked2 Fq

the Government, and they kindly gave us
the services of two engineers, and $1,000
each year to make a survey across. More
than that: feeling that the mode we pur-
sued in surveying across might be insuffi-
cient, I took the trouble to write to Sir
Charles Tupper to ask the Imperial Gov-
ernment to permit their vessel, the
"Gulnare," which was there at the time,
and which was better equipped than any
we had, to make a survey which would be
recognized as correct. There have been
as many different statements made about
the distance across the Straits as about the
cost of the undertaking. We have been
told that the route was 20, 10, 15, 18 miles,
and when we had established, beyond any
question of doubt, that it was only 6j
miles, the statement would have been
doubted bad it not been confirmed by the
gentlemen who were in command of the
Imperial survey there. We have done so;
my hon. friend from Lunenburg will see
that we took every precaution possible in
making the survey. More than that: we
made borings, and secured samples of the
material at the bottom, so there can be no
question at all regarding the distance
across, or the material of which the bottom
is composed. Al that information has
been procured. If that information is
placed before a competent tribunal no
doubt we will be able to get an estimate
of the cost of the undertaking, and it was
to get that that I have asked the
Government to submit this matter to
a board of competent engineers. A
great deal of stress bas been laid-
unnecessary stress-as to the mean-
ing of this term "efficient service."
My bon. friend from Halifax asked the
hon. gentleman from Murray Harbor
whether the representatives of Prince-
Edward Island who made the terms of
Union had a tunnel in view. At the time
the agreement to make the Baie Verte
Canal was entered into, was there any
such thought in the mind of any one as
building a ship railway at Chignecto ?
Was there a ship railway in the world at
the time ? As a matter of fact, the ship
railway at Chignecto is the only structure
of the kind in the world to-day. I had
something to do with the making of the
terms of Confederation, and was one of
those who came bore to make the terms.
The first time that the subject was men-
tioned informally at the Council Board in
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