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Government Orders

Mr. Solomon: Mr. Speaker, I rise on the same point of order. I 
wish to inform the Speaker and the House that when this 
arrangement was made for the sake of speeding up the vote it 
was assumed that all members would remain in the House during 
the course of the speeding up of the vote.

I support the contention of the hon. member opposite that if 
this precedent is set it would be unfavourable and unacceptable 
to the NDP caucus.
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Mr. Boudria: Mr. Speaker, I respectfully suggest that you 
take the vote row by row, as usual, on report stage Motion No. 2. 
Hopefully that will get the process started again.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I just want to set the 
record straight if I misled any member of the House. I have no 
dispute whatsoever with the hon. member for York South— 
Weston, the hon. member for Regina—Lumsden or any other 
member with respect to the tradition of the House. I was simply 
trying to clear the air by saying that yes, the Chair assumes 
members are staying.

Unless we can actually verify the absence of someone clearly 
and definitely, obviously the best measure is to take the advice 
of the chief government whip and take the vote on Motion No. 2.

(The House divided on Motion No. 2, which was negatived on 
the following division:)
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