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that those people worked just as hard to get elected and have 
good ideas for Parliament and for Canada. They will grow to 
respect one another.

to the people who sent us here. I ask the new members to develop 
a good rapport with all of us. My mind is open. My handshake 
goes out to anyone in this House who wants to discuss an issue 
whether or not I totally disagree.

Let us think of one thing. We want to get Canadians employed. 
We want to continue this great nation for which our forefathers 
fought so hard. They put up with much torment to build our 
nation of today.

[Translation]

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—Matane): Mr. Speaker, I 
listened carefully to the member’s remarks and I was rather 
moved. He spoke from the heart and I liked it; however, a 
country is not built only with a heart but also with reason. He 
talked about building bridges. He talked about a railroad from 
coast to coast. True enough, but the problem is that in my riding 
of Matapédia—Matane, railway travel is a problem. Last year, 
we had to apply tremendous pressure to try to improve the 
situation.

There was Meech Lake, and some people of good will who 
tried to build bridges. Five small conditions, five requests which 
Mr. Bourassa called a minimum, and rightly so. Indeed, this 
country is vast, huge, but we are two founding nations which do 
not feel at home from coast to coast.

You also talked about employment. My riding of Matapédia— 
Matane is among the poorest in Canada. Unemployment rates 
are astounding. I am going to ask you a question. You occasion
ally mentioned forestry and agriculture, but I did not see one 
line referring to natural resources, that is to say mines, energy, 
water and forestry. Could you explain why? If you want to build 
something and, above all, create jobs—
[English]

Mr. Hopkins: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the hon. member’s 
problem with transportation. It was rather ironic I was given a 
train pass on the day I was sworn in. I do not have access to a 
passenger train.

The hon. member mentioned the two founding peoples. He 
will also be aware, as I mentioned in my speech, that people in 
the early pioneer days worked together long before Confedera
tion to bring together those two founding peoples. Confedera
tion itself was based on protecting the language, religion and 
culture of Quebecers. Those were some of the main reasons for

To every one sitting in the House now I say it is a great 
opportunity to be flexible, to develop friends and to establish a 
base for helping people across the country. There are people out 
there who are hurting. Let us remember that the three main 
industries from colonial days that built this nation of Canada 
were the fisheries, the forests and agriculture. All three of them 
are facing considerable trouble today and we must have a feeling 
for the people out there who are fighting to stay alive, to make a 
living and to be creative.

Over the years Canada has grown up a great deal. We have 
developed into a very responsible nation. I went to Dieppe 
one of the anniversaries of the battle there and I could not 
believe what I saw. It was the first time I had seen it. There 
little narrow beach with tremendous cliffs that had openings in 
them all the way up for machine gun turrets and other heavy 
artillery. Poor Canadians were sent across the English Channel 
to attack Dieppe. One does not need any imagination at all to 
question the senior officer or officers who made that decision. 
Canada must have greater say in what we do with our Canadians 
abroad, whether it be in peacekeeping duties or, hopefully not, 
in time of war.
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Ten of thousands of young people died in World War I. They 
did not have an opportunity to live in this country. They did not 
have an opportunity to sit in this Parliament. Within 21 years 
there was a second world war that took another cream of the crop 
of young people from this nation. They are resting in graves far 
from this nation. They fought for Canada. They fought for peace 
in the world. They fought for freedom. They wanted a free 
world. Today in their memory the least we can do is have 
flexibility and real sound friendship right across the nation for 
which they fought and died, were wounded or came home with 
horrendous thoughts about what they had experienced.

some

These are some of my feelings today as I sit here and listen to 
the debate. I did not get into the contents of the throne speech 
which is a good start, an excellent start. I remember every word 
of it as do other members on the government side of the House 
and those on the other side. We had the red book and what we 
have in the throne speech is part of the red book. There will be 
more to come. As parliamentarians we must gain the respect of 
Canadians by doing what we said we were going to do. We 
cannot win them all. We are not going to come out of it batting 
100 per cent, but with the fact that there is a target to aim at we 
are going to come out of it far better than if we did not map out 
our route in the first place.

it.

• (1945)

The hon. member mentioned high poverty rates. There are 
areas of Canada with high poverty rates. I have some in my own 
riding. I can relate to that.

We will create jobs. We will create the initiatives to produce 
jobs. We are not going to say we will not do something because it 
is not in the program. If it falls under jobs and is going to create 
jobs then we want it.

• (1940)

The very fact that each of us was elected to this House of 
Commons shows that we have some special qualities and appeal


