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Mr. Howard Crosby (Halifax West): Mr. Speaker, as you
know, at this stage of the debate on second reading of Bill C-
139 ta amend the 1Income Tax Act we have but ten minutes ta
indicate aur views on the legisiation and ail its ramifications
for the people of Canada. It is no wonder that with that kind of
time limitation wc are accused by people like J. Lyman
Maclnnis, President of' the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of Ontario, of being less than thorough in aur review of
legislation as individual Members of this House of Commons.
In fact. in speaking ta a group in Toronto-where else would it
be-the gentleman said this:

The greater tr.îgeds is this. l[here are 284

He does flot even know how rnany Members of Parliament
are elected in Canada.
-284 men .ind %xonîen sitting in the House of (ommons in Ottawa who continue

t0 enact this ki nd of I egislat ion.

He is referring t0 the Income Tax Act of Canada.
Oon't try t0 tell me that thesc people understand what they're passing. My

guess is ihere aren't more than ahandful o ho have any idca what the real effeet
is of the atconie tix I.îos they enactî 1Ac obviousls had one Minisier of Finance
who didn't knoxx

1 think we ail knovs hc is taiking about the Lion. Member for
Cape Breton hlighlands-Canso (Mr. NiacEachen) and his
disastrous Novecmber 12, 198~ i budget. The fact is that ail of us
n tliis House of Commiions are tarred with the same brush, this
brush of flot Laring. not studying the iaws we enaet and nat
taking action 10 prcv ent the passing in this Chamber of laws
that \vill hiave unfortunate ramifications for the people of
Ca nad a.

1 sav that bec:îusc tîlat situation is entirely unfair. Members
an the Opposition sidc do flot have the oppartunity for brief-
ings from Goverrnment officiais. Thev do not have the back-
ground mnaterial and support, the statisticai analyses that are
given to Memibers of' the Governmnent when they present Bis,
but we ail have 10 share in tlîe biame. That is why we stand an
this side of the Flouse of Coînmons, speaker after speaker,' and
pratest the manner in whieh this legisiatian is being run
through the House of' Commons and the manner in which it
wiii be implemenied later on by a buneh of uncaring bureau-
erats in the Departmnn of' National Revenue, who wiil sec this
not as a method 10 finance the massive undertakings of the
Government of Canada, but simpiy as a method ta extract
money from the people of' Canada. There wili be fia humanity
ta it. There wiiI be no phîlosophy ta it. It will simpiy be the
mechanical pracess of taking the money aut of the hands af the
Canadian people. That is why 1 want ta dwell very briefly on
the philosophy of thjs legisiation.

In incame tax laws and iaws that extract revenue from the
taxpayers. there is no philosophy. That is a mistake that the
then Minister of Finance nmade in this flouse in his budget
speech in November, 1981i. He talked of equity. You do nat
taik of cquity in relation ta tax measures. There is fia equity.
Equity wauld indicate that fia money shouid be taken from the
people af Canada in the form of taxation. The money should

be raised in other ways that do flot require individuais ta
contribute in a direct way.

The fact of the mnatter is that we need moncy to finance
neccssary and essential pragrams. That is what is calied into
question in these budgets every day in this House of Commons.
The Governiment of Canada is extracting mioney from the
people of Canada ta pay for programs that are not necessary.
It is extracting money from the people af Canada to pay for
programs that are unessential and designed and intended
simpiy ta keep the Government of Canada in power. They are
programs that the people of Canada do not need and cannot
afford. The tax process gocs an and on and there is fia phiioso-
phy, fia principle, invaived in it.

The Ninistcr of Finance in Navember, 1981 trîed to pretend
that there was a principle irivolved. He said tlîat lie was going
ta bring equity inta the tax system. 1 have aiready expiaincd
that it is simply a method of getting dollar bis mbi the
national treasury. It has fia connection wîth equity.

Maybe in employing the system anc shauld be fair among
thase persons wha have ta pay the taxed amounts, but ihere is
no way that you can camne up with a concept of equity. We
found that out in the month that foilowed November, 1981.
We found that the Minister's attempîs ai equity werc il]-
advised and did not resuit from any consultative proccss witlî
the people and arganizatians invoived.

That was the disaster, the disaster that is reflcrcd in Bill C-
139 today-because the tax measures that are containcd in
Bill C- 139 flow from that Navember, 1981 budget. They ls
from the program introduced by the samne Niinister in June,
1982 when he introduced the six and five program. They fl1ow
from the measures his successor introdueed in the House of
Commons in Octaber, 1982 in an attempt to remiedy and
resolve same of the prablems crcated by his predecessor.

What wc have ta do is eaul the attention of the people of
Canada ta this kind of incampetence, ibis kind of' fiscal
mismanagement that resuits in the nced ta tax and tax, and
tax again, the people of Canada. You cannaI attack these
provisions anc by anc as the President of the Institute of
Chartcred Accountants said, because you have ta characterizc
thcm as ail bad. There is fia reai reason for them. The oniy
reason is that the Government is spending vast ai-naunts of
mancy.

In November, 1981 the Minister forecast a budget defîcit cf
$11 billion. In June, 1982 the budget deficit had risen b',
severai million dollars. In October. 1982 the prognostication
was $19 billion. It then went up ta, $22 billion. Now, this very
day in the House of Commons, the Minîster of Finance (M4r.
Lalonde) tells us the budget deficit is $26 billion. If you do not
think that has anything ta do with taxation. Mr. Speaker. let
me tell yau what docs have ta do with taxation. When you
divide the number of wagc carniers in Canada, which number
around 10 or il million, into, $26 billion, in addition ta the
other amaunts that are recovered by the tax systenm, you
realize the financial burden that Canadians face.
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