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members, tbrougb the committees structure
and througb changes in the rules, wiil have
opportunity te, a greater extent; than ever
before to exercise the autbority and the rigbts
wbich we as private members must exercise.
* (4:50 P.m.)

Tbere are many ways by wbîch, this can be
done and I arn not; at this tîrne, Mr. Speaker,
going to go into tbem. As a member of the
procedure committee I consider it my
responsibility to wait until the committee is
in session to bring forward my ideas. I hope,
however, that we will have an opportunity to
change, to moderate and to improve our an-
tediluvian and anacbronistic practices. I think
we are farther bebind in this regard than any
nation in the commonwealth. There are rnany
reasons for that and I -do flot tbink I need to
deal with tbern at this stage. I do not want to
usurp the functions of the chairman of this
committee, but as a member of tbe cornmittee
I would invite bon. members to bring forward
their ideas since it is literally impossible for
ail private members to appear before the
committee.

As you rnay know Mr. Speaker, there is a
very interesting practice ini the United
Kingdorn under wbich the very distinguisbed
Speaker, Right Hon. Dr. King, the party
wbips and party bouse leaders do appear
before a cornmittee considering procedure.
The proceedings of this cornrittee are con-
ducted with the belp and assistance of these
distinguished members of the House of
Commons in Westminster. There are tran-
scripts made of the comrnittee proceedings.
We find, bowever, that the House of Com-
mons in the United Kingdorn, the Congress of
tbe United States, the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate in Australia are ail
struggling witb the sarne problem. Tbey are
ail feeling the frustration of the private rner-
bers wbo desire very earnestly to make some
contribution to tbe government of the coun-
try, but the rules do flot permit tbern to do so.
Tbey find tbe government becoming increas-
ingly powerful and less and less inclined to
listen to tbe views of members. Tbey are
trying to work out a means of accommodation
between the necessity for carrying on the
multitudinous activities of the country and at
the sarne time reserving to private member
every opportunity to intervene, wben in their
view tbey have a duty to do so.

In this country, Mr. Speaker, with its di-
verse econornic and geographical conditions,
it is more than ever essential that this right
be acquired. I hope that bon. members wbo
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have been in this house for some Urne and
who have, I arn sure, experienced the difficul-
ties and frustrations, sometirnes the 'agony, of
attempting to make their contribution on be-
h-alf of their constituents or their country,
will let us have their views. I believe that
only in that way can a consensus be arrived
at. I believe this is essential. I tbink we are at
the crossroads because of the activities of the
government which. I have mentioned, and so
there mnust be some considerable reform of
our procedure in the near future or else, ini
my humble opinion, the institutions of democ-
racy as we know them will pass out of exist-
ence.

Mr. Grant Deachmnan (Vancouver Quadra):
Mr. Speaker, while I have been sitting here
this afternoon listening to the other speakers
in this throne speech debate I was informed
that Margaret Konantz, who was a member of
this house in the years 1963 to 1965, had died
while in Fredericton wbere she was preparing
to address a gathering on the subi ect of
UNICEF. As you know, Mr. Speaker, she was
the Canadian president of UNICEF and had
spent many years of devotion to the interests
of children. I know that everyone in this bouse
will be rnost saddened to learn of the passing
of one of Canada's great ladies. I can do no
more this afternoon in bonouring ber than
perhaps convey to the bouse some of the
achievements of this lady, for tbey are worth
recording in Hansard as the achievements of
a magnificent wornan.

She was born Margaret McTavish Rogers in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Rer mother's family was
connected with the Hudson's Bay Company.
Her great great grandfatber, Sir George
Sirnpson, was the first governor of the Hud-
son's Bay Company and one of Canada's out-
standing pioneers in the development of the
country. Her mother, Editb Rogers, was the
flrst woman elected to the Manitoba legisia-
ture wbich Margaret Konantz herseif adorned
with such distinction. Not long after ber mar-
niage to Gordon Konantz in 1922, she began a
long if e of service to Canada in addition to
rearing ber family of one daughter and two
sons through whom she gained seven grand-
children.

Frorn 1924 to 1929 she was a volunteer
worker and treasurer of a convalescent bos-
pital in the city of Winnipeg. In 1929, and for
the next two or tbree years, she was associat-
ed witb the Junior League of Winnipeg and
responsible for starting the Ellice Avenue
Thrif t Shop. She became Canadian represen-
tative f rom 1933 to 1935 of the Association of
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