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The Address-Mr. Mackenzie King

was nmade. What 1 asked His Exceiiency to,
,communicate as a diret message to the king
from his Canadian ministers by myseif as
Prime minister was as f oiiows:

My col1eagiies and I desire to have Your
Majesty made aware of the deep sympathy
we feel for you in the momentous decision
whicb, at the present time, you are being caiied
upon to make.

There ie no doubt in our minds that a recog-
nition by Your Majesty of what as kixl is
owing by you to the throne and to our
Majesty's subjects in ail parts of the British
commonwealth should, regardlese of whatever
the personal sacrifice may be, be permitted to
outweigh ail other considerations.

A formai acknowiedgment of that par-
ticular communication was flot received fromn
Ris former Majesty, but hon. members wiil
recali that in His Majeety's communication
to -his severai governments advising Vbem of
bis decision to renounce the throne, he ex-
pressed bis appreciation of the appeals wbich
had been made to bima to take a different
decision. He empbhasized as well that the
de-cision was entireiy bis own.
.The former king made one further state-

ment, and it is one which 1 tbink we 6houid
all have in mind. He said he hoped hie might
have the understanding of hbis peoples and
bie asked bis peoples to believe that the
decision he bad taken was that wbich hie
helieved was 'hast -for the stability of the
throne and empire and tbe bappiness of bis
peopies. I beieve that His Majesty in those
words spoke sincerely, and that in making
the decision be did he took it, as he ba s aid,
from the standpoint of wbat, ais he knew the
situation bimseif, he beiieved wouid be most in
tbe interests of the throne and of bis peoples.
That, bowever, is an indîvidual opinion, and
each ýmuet form bis own opinion. May I
add that I hope none of us will be too quick
to judge any man's actions, and i.east of al
the actions of one who bas carried the burden
whicb the former King Edward bore for so
many years.

I do not want this matter to pass in this
parliament any more than Mr. Baldwin wished
it to pass in the British parliament without
saying that so far as Canada is concerned the
decision taken by Ris Majesty is one which
the people of Canada received with a feeling
of the deepest sadness. We shall always
remember the impression formed of Hie
former Majesty wben bie visited this country
as Prince of Wales. We shall always remem-
ber the way ini which bie sbouldered the duties
of kingship during the short period of bis
reign, and above all we shahl neyer forget the
gracious manner in wbich hie accepted the
invitation of the war veterans of Canada to,

proceed to Europe to unveil the monument at
Vimy in memory of tbose wbo had iost their
lives in the Great war. It is of interest that
tbis shouid have been the oniy officiai. occasion
in tbe reign of Ris former Majesty on which
bie visîted. the continent of Europe.

I tbink, Mr. Speaker, that I bave said about
all that needs to be said with respect to the
circumstances whicha led up to the king's
abdication and this country~s part in relation
thereto. I bave given parliament what I have
given to-day in order tbat tbis bouse, the
otber bouse, and the country sbouid know of
Canada's part in the ms&tter. I cainot, tbink of
anything in the correspondence whicb I bave
kept back wbich would be at ail pertinent. I
have tried to give everything of significance.
I believe the statement I bave made will clear
the minds of the public of this country of
any doubt, if there shouid. happen to be any,
witb respect to the wisdom of the part wbich
tbis government took in relation to wbat pre-
ceded the actuai abdication of tbe king.

In connection with this whoie matter there
was necessariiy a great deai of correspondence,
as correspondence took place, noV oniy witb
Great Britain but witb the governments of the
other dominions of the British commonweaith.
Wben it became apparent that there was a
possibiiity, then a probabiiity, and, finaliy, a
oertainty of the king's abdication, it became
necessary for all governments Vo consider very
carefully what their action would be with
respect Vo the enactmrent of a measure or
measures to give effeet Vo, the instrument of
abdication and with respect Vo questions which
migbt arise pertaining to the succession.

May I point out two considerations wbieh
it seems to me are necessary to be kept in
mind at all times by ahl tbe governments of
the British commonweaith wben deaiing witb
questions whicb may affect tbe commonwealth
as a whole. On the one band, there is the
importance of iaying empbasis upon national
autonomy and, on the other, the equal im-
portance of laying emphasis upon imperial
unity. These two must be regarded as insepar-
able if the British commonwealth is Vo boid to-
gether. Thýere are times wben it ie nefessary to
empbasize strongly the position of our national
autonomy; there are other times when it is
equaliy desirable that the need of unity
between all parte of the British Empire
sbould be strongiy stressed. If there ever
was a time in British history when it was of
importance that the unity of the British
Empire shouid be demonstrated Vo all the
other nations of the world, it was when a ques-
tion affecting the crown itself was under con-
sideration. Our government, in its every


