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Unbs House, even though its 'legishi tion
hnay be of a dharaoter that seme of is
'own supYportiers cannai approve. This is
'not for thbe present only, flot does it affect
us alone. 1 may flot be long in public
lufe and I can stand it, and sa can other
thion. nieibers of this House; but you are
laying a fo'undation for future action; you
are eaying te, the men you are bringing
here .fr.om the four corners of tihe earth:
We, in Canada, are afraid of free speech;
we) iu P&,rliament fee~l bound te gag the
mi-nority, and are even afraid ourselves to
make an amendment ta a propo-
sition we bring before the House.
We are afraid te truêt ourselves; we gag
ourselves so thst we cannot make an
amend*ment! The Minister af Customns
hjmself could not make an amendinent tta
these miles, even if he thougltit were
necessaxy; the Prime Minister himself
could flot change one word ef the proposed
amendment of the rules. No member of
the Government, no matier how serio'usly
he may desire ta do so, or how deeply he
feels that these rules would operate against
the freedom af the people, ca-n po6sibly,
under this generous aild high-minded
resolution, move an amendment. The anly
course open ta bon. gentlemen is to witb-
draw the measure aud introduce a new
oue; 1 would ask the rigbt bon. Prime
Minuster ta do this, and give bis supporters
an opportunity ta meve any amendments
deemed by ihem ta be de.sirable. 1 arn
sure the people aie not satisfied wiih ibis
procedure, and the time will corne wben
hon. gentlemen opposite will rue the day
that they ti-ed this chain and bail te iheir
own feet in respect of the discussion af
public questions in the House of Cammons
of this Dominion. Free speech in the
Dominion af Canada bas neyer produced
anything but wbat the xnajoirity of the
people have ensidered te be a great bene-
fit; i wouid produce nothing else in ibis
case. It is open te, the Goverument ta
aci constitutionally in the niatter, and ta
take a course wbich won'ld be approved by
the peeple. The Naval Bill bas nai been
pronounced upon by the Canadian elec-
tarate. It was mentioned in two or tbree
border constituencies -in the province ef
Ontsaxio, and the peopie bere subscribed
t «t e policy of -the ex-Minister of Public
Wcoeks (Mr. Monk) that there 8beuld be
no contribution withoui a referendum. In
Quebec, if there was any resmit; if ibis

*naval questicon weoee an issue-and it was
-the people pronounced in faveur of a
Canadian navy; few constituencies, if any,
expressed 'theinselves as being in faveur
of a contribution or of Imperiai federa-
tien. In tbe aiber pr-ovinces tbe naval
question was flot an issue. 1 have observed
from. a recent report ibat the ex-Minister
of Publie Works, tbe leader af the Nation-
alist party in -the province of Quebec, bas
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pranaunced bimseif against ciosure, but,
leaving that aside, tbe naval question was
not an issue. Every member on the Gov-
erument side wbo was in the Hanse-
nearly every member of the (lovernient--
voted at one -time that either a contribu-
tion ta Imperiai armaments or the crea-
tion of a Canadian navy would cause a
change in the relationsbips between tbe
Mother Courîiry and the overseas
Dominion. That beiug the case, is any
otiber argument needed ta support the con-
tention that ibis question sbould be sub-
mitted ta the people of Canada? If such a
matter were ta caine up in Great Britain,
the people would sureiy be asked ta pro-
nounce upan it. In Canada we pretend
te be ýfollowing in tbe fooisteps of Great
Britain in tbe mstter of closure, but the
Governiment of the day are net doing sa
when thev refuoe ta cousuit the- people in
respect ai a question af sucb vast import-
ance. I ask hon. gentlemen wbat tbey
axe afraid of? Will some han, gentleman
-opposite net tell me why it would not be
f air ta ail concerned that an appeal sbould
be made ta the people in regard ta ibis
matter? If the people then say they are
in f avaur af ibis contribution, snd if the
Opposition, in tbe face of ibai mandate,
wouid dare ta obstruct, the Government
wuuild be entiiled ta pass a fair measure of
clasure ta see that the will of the people
was carried out. But, under tbe present
circunisiances, in the midst of a heated
debate, it is. highiy improper to introduce
these iii considered ruies, ta prevent
the leader af tbe Oppasition, wbo is pro-
babiy better acquainted witb the rules of
the House than any ather bon. gentleman
in tbis House, from giving bis opinion as
to what these rules ougbt to be. By reason
of their procedure in ibis regard, bon, gen-
tlemen oppasite have prevented the righi
hon, leader of the Opposlition. who, by bis
long experience and active participation in
the leading debates which bave taken place
in ibis Parliament during the last forty
years. is an authority on ail such matters,
from offering any suggestions or amend-
ments. 'What will the people of Great
Britain tbink of a parliament which. pro-
ceeds ta change uts ruies, and ta deprive
one wha bas been recognized for years as
the mosi promineni man lu Canadian pub-
lic life af the rigbt ta say one word as ta the
construction of these praposed ruiesP Wbat
will tbey say wben tbey realize that an
hon, gentleman sitting ta your left, Mr.
Speaker, who was fur sanie years the hon-
oured Speaker of this House, was aise de-
barred froni making any suggestions as bo
the form of the praposed aniendment ai the
rulesP What will the people Of Great
Britain tbink wben they know ihat you,
the Speaker of ibis Rouie, have been set
ta one side, by amateurs wbo have been in
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