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with ail the powers that belong to a Sov- its good fortune in the matter of the Rehring
ereign. He is possessed of limited powers Sea dispute, as disposed of by the arbitration
and, that being the case, is not a Viceroy. at Paris. It seeins to me that, so far as tIe
Two things are necessary te make him su questions of public law are concerned. there
The one is that a regular Government shall could not be very much room for very wide
exist under his authority, and the other is difference of opinion. A more unitenable
that ail the powers belonging to ithe sovereig ne position than that taken by our neighbours
who is at the lead of that Government shall, aross the border upon a publie uestin
for tie time being, be intrusted to hlim. I cou l not w have been taken, and so
merely mention this because the expression if we had had a decision up)n that <iues-
is introduced into the speech of His Excel- tion wv vould have lii hIe deration
lency to Parlianient for the first time. and that our American neighbours were in the
it Is just as well that no mistake should be wirng. and from sneh decision ihere
made upon the subject. But leaving that wouhl naturally have tiwed the rights
aside altogether. what is important is to of redress which he existence of that
consider what are the measures of practical îwrong would have suggested. But.
consequence whicli the G1overnmient propose what has happened at this Paris arbi-
to bring down. Now, the first and most tration ? Why, simply this : Our friends on
important is the revision of the tariff, and the other sie of the Huse have said te
yet the Govermnent, tup to this hour, have the American Government, in effeet : Your
not given to the House the slighitest in- contention was ail wrong; you have com,
formation on the subject. Why, we have mitted trespass upon the high sea ; you
had for a long seiles of years the declar- lia ve violated ouri rights of prson and
ation. on the part of Ministers of the Crown. property ; but it is very important that lhis
that the tariff was put upon a sound and faiet should be made clear and that whîat
proper ecololic hasis in 1879-thit ail thte you have done shlould be hereafter made a
revision the tariff required was that which proper and legal proceeding. Now what
experience would suggest of a minor char- ilias been done, in effect ? Pormerly, when
acter. and which necessarily sprung fron thet. Canadian sealer went out upon the
imperfections existing in subordinate imatters Pacifie ocean to engage in the business of
wvith hVlich the Ministry could notheSup. sea-catching, hie was within lis rights,

posed to be itaintd-hut that theie w not withstanîding th1e violeit coIduct on
fromn time to timîe corrected and the tariff the part of the United States. To-day.
more and more improved, until we tind thait if h'e goes out for suhi a purpose.
since we were here last the Government have regulations having beenimade, and being
s'ent mîemibers of the ninistry all over the now in force, le is a wroung-doer : and hie
country to iiuireii wIat was wrong with the rides which the United Staîtes undertook to
tariff. This nea sure. whieh hais 1)een unier enforce illegally against him, may he legally
the consideration of the Governmnent for enforced against him from this time forward.
flfteen years. whieh lias been revised Wy We have got nothing except the barren
them, about which they have received almost declaration that our seal-catchers were act-
ever'y m1onth1 uin every year deputations Point- ing within their rights. The Amuerican Gov-
ing out defects and asking for (hanges--after t(il.ernment las gained this-that hereafter, if
disussing this measue in somile thirteen1î our seal catchers undertake to do what they
sessions, they sent a commission ail over thei have doue before, they will be trespassers
countr'y, and now we are informed by His Ex- gainst the regulation of public law, so far
celleny-that if this paragraphm iieanmîs any- as the citizens of the two countries are
thing-notwithstanding al these provisionqs concerned, and will be liable to punishment
and all lis care, the tariff is so imperfet for their wrong-doing. Yu make the con-
that now it most undergo radical changes- duct of the Canadians, as it lias beeu lu the
that the machine has been iiproved until lpast, illegal for the future ; and yo make
it is no longer practical and workable, that the arbitrary proeeedlngs of the United
the country will not have it. and says it is States legal and proper proceedings against
necessary to imake It somtiethinîg iery differ- those who were legitiiately pursiig a
ent. I t1hink we are entitled to have somne legitimate calling. There is another matter.
statement of the Minister of what the I think this House was entitled to a declara-
chan.ges; in general outline. were which lie ton ot wat the Government inhended te do
intended to make. We do not e:îl1 for a on the subjeet of the French treaty. This
disousion of hIe changes ini detail ; we shall treaty, It Is truc, Is a litie affair. No gret
have that whien the Budger comnes down, but publie interest Is Involvedl it ; but it
when the hon. gentleman thought proper to !s extrenely vexatieus. If it were put into
put a paragraph like that into the Gov- operatien, It would give a great deal of
ernor's speech, we require some general ex- trouble without conferring any special ad-
position of what the Government meant by vantago upon any portion of the community.
this paragraph, either from a Minister of!Now. what do the Gevernment propose ho do
the Crown or from one of the hon. gentlemen with It? They have lîad something like
who were asked to move and second the'twelve months to consider this question.
Address. Then the Government has put in Wheu the House prorogwed at the end of
a paragraph congratulalng the country on last session, athe Government wereneot sure
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