3995

[COMMONS)]

3996

to take the local subdivisicns for Dominion
elections, how are you going to get S0 or
1,000 voters to vote at cne poll in one day ?
How can we suppose, therefore, that the
former Attorney General of New Brunswick,
with the clrcumstances in his mind that I
have just mentioned, has had this Bill under
his consideration, and has approved it ¥ I do
not believe that this Bill has ever come be-
fore Courncii for their sericus conslderation
at ail. Now, when the Libers! party went
to work to repeal the Franchige Act, 1 would
have imagined that they weuld have gone in
a forward direction Instead of taking 8 back-
ward movement. 1 would have imagined
that the Liberal party ¢f Cansgds, having in
its renks such men as the Kirnister of Rall-
ways snd Capals, having in iis ranks such
men as the present Lieutenant-Governor of
Ontarls, who was until recently 8 member
of the Government, having in its ranks such
men as the Mirister of Finance apd other
eminent gentlemen from the various provin-
ces who have in days gone by enacted man-
hood suffirage—I would have imagined, 1
8ay, that a Liberal Government composed
of such men, would have brought down some
enlarged measure, {nstead of bringing down
2 messure to restrict the franchise, such as
1his measure undeubtedly does.

Why, Sir, with such men in the rankas as
the hon. member for St. Johm (Mr. Elliz).
who as long ago nearly as 1 can remember
him o2 the fioor of the local legisiature of
New BErunswick raised hls voice in sesson
and out of season, session after sesslen, in
favour of manhood suffrage, how comes it
that the Liberal party, instead of adopting
the principle of manhood suffrage, shouid
have brought in suchk a plece of legislation
28 this, which restricts the franchise of the

people. It does not restrict it, I hear scme
one s8y.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. It ex-
tends it,

Mr. MceINERNEY. Is the franchise of the
province of Quebec as broad locally as the
eold Framchise Act of the Dominfon ?

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Yes.

Mr. MeINERNEY. It wiil be open to the
Selicitor General to prove it. But, at sl
evenis, there are many other provipces in
which the local franchise is not as droad.

Mr. LISTER. Not at all,

Mr. McINEENEY. The hon. member for
Lambton (Mr. Lister) has argued against
one restriction.

r. LISTER. Simply as regards the In-
djans.

Mr. McINERNEY. Thst is one restrie-
tion. Nop-reaidents are cut out, Dominion
officizls and lcecal oficials are exciuded from
voting In many of the provinces, Teke these
three pages of disguaiified perscps in the
JQifferent provinees, sitached to the Act by

Bir. McINERNEY,

the Seiicitor Geperal, snd ascertain what
they mean. They meen that s large number
of the most enlightened citizens are exclud-
ed from the franchise by this new piece of
legislation, Introduced by the great Liberai
party. I am amazed that a party claiming
to e a party of progress has neot, insteaed of
introducing this restrictive measure, brought
in a Bill breademning the franchise of the
people; and I am more than astonished
that the hon. Prime Minister shovld, in the
face of the constitutions of ali the federated
countries, South American, and sthers, and in
the face of the principle, which is the basie
pricciple of our constituiion, which retzius
to the federal authorities sil powers not given
specidcally to the iccal legisiatures, have
declared that as a matter of principle and
Iaw the local authorities have a right to con-
trol tie franchise. I am more than amazed,
I am sstounded and surprised that as a
question of party policy the hon. zZentleman
ghould deciare that he will hand over to the
local suthorities the preparation of the lists
and ailow them as they please to reguiate
the frapchise on which the members repre-
senting both political parties in Canada will
be elected.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Campbell}. Amend-
ment lost.

Mr. FOSTER. I am not yet ready to vote,
sud two hon. gentlemen were on their feet.
The Chairman must cast his eyes around
the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN. I lcoked around.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 must protest against the
;gndmemt being declared either lost or car-

The PRIME MINISTER. There is o
objection to my hon. friend going onm. The
Chairmsan did not see anybody rise. ,

Mr. FOSTER. We saw them,

The PRIME MINISTER. Tren I hope the
hon. gentieman will procceed.

Mr. FOSTER. I was going to rise to my
feet, but 1 did not like to take the place of
the Soliciter Genemi or the member for
Hallfax. I kept my place, thinking the
Chairmac would look around the Chamber.

The PRIME MINISTER. The hon. mem-
ber has no right to speak in this way about
the Cbhairman. He sacted in .good faith.
There {8 no intentior whatever to curtail
the discussion. 1 hope the hon. gentisman
;m proceed, and I shail be giad to hesr

m.

Sir CHARLES TUFPPER. There iz no
desire to intimate that the Chatirman 4Qid
anything but discharge the daty, but it Is
shsoluiely necessary while discussion s go-
Ing on and two hon. members on their feet,
thftt’i :d motion should not be declared lost or
cR] .



