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goveransnt auna a peopls, but in addition he had also found twe nations
;arring in the bosom of & single state,

He sizGe two me&jor recomiendations:
1) The reunien of Lower and Upuer Cuanada, una
2) The imiediate grunt of responsible govermnent.

The first recomue Cution was implemented at omce by the Act

of Union. But this Act mad- no mention of responsible goverummert. The
Govornor continued to be I' s own iizct Mini ster, endesvourinz to secure
the election of those he Iavored.,

In 1846, however, a chance eof governient in Great Britein
brought Earl Gray to the colonial office and he imediately set sbout to
give the Durlem proposal &« fuir trial. Lord Elsin, vho wae Lord Durhem?a
son~-in-law, was uppointed Governor of the Province of Cunada 6nd in-
structed t0 govern in confoimity with the advice of Ministers mocceptable
to the najority in the Assaubly wnd responsible fop every et of severn-
ment to the elecied representetives of the beople thenselves,

Lord Durbem had also expressed the view that the country could
not survive with two races, two languases and thw.o curtures. He felt that
the nationulity of the ¥rench-Cunuciune should be cbiiteruted spd union
‘was designed Tor that purpose. But acn your ancetlors und mine got
effective contrul of tie acministration of taeir effairs, they steked
their future on a denizl of this pol.cy end for & hvodrog yecze row, they
have been suown to be risht. : ‘

0f course, they had to get rid of legiclative union beeeause

that requircd & deyice o co-ojercvion Letieun vacm vhich it was beyond
buten power 4O achieve at inu vime bug thoy Cid, your Toitaers wad mine,
tae Fotuers of Confederwiion, dcvice a gystem viiiceh would vork snd@ which
has workec, that of provinciul cutonory in mutters ihich sre loeel and

privete within a province, s3d that of a ccatral oOVera:€ut charzed with
the matteie .hick ere of Scuerel eoncera to all the PTOviices, ‘

It worked because they, themselves, were respeunsible te them-
selves and their fellow~-citizens to muke it work, and because they were
sble to achieve that degree of confidenae in themselves and in their
fellows which is essentiul to the smooth orerution of amy systen of -
govermnent based upon the consent of the governed.

Lord Durham slso deplored the fuct that strictly local geverae
ment had not been sufficiently devcloped in the Cunudiam proviiaces, Ve
vere being initiuted into Sell-govern:cut mt exuctly the wTong end and
tiose vho were not trusted with the managenent of their own parish op
town affuirs, were expected to influence by theilr votes the destinies of
8 st&teo

Well, it may be that one hundred years ego our munioipel in-
Stitutions cnd our other administrative bodies to arrange our logal
affuirs were mot as well organized and a» efficient us they afterv.pds
becarie and there ean be ne doubt thadt there is muoch similarity in the
lenner in vihich problo.s of publie concern have te be handled re;srdless
of the level at which they arise. - _

There hud been, nevortheless, sgeme incipient progress mede ia
bLe organizetion ef local unite of evernuent. The city of Soint John,
Iz New Brunswick, bud been ingorpoyaeted Wy Royul Churter in 1785, Mente
|7eal was incorperated im 1831, quebco in 1858, Torente in 1834, Halifax
in 184] and, after all, it vos erly in 1838 shat the greut muniocipal re-
form in Britain ws inauguruted by the British Munioipel Reform Act ef
thet year,
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