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TECHNICAL REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

Article 2

Preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations
and standards by central government bodies

With respect to their central government bodies:

2.1 Parties shall ensure that technical regulations and standards are flot
prepared, adopted or applied with a view to creating obstacles to inter-
national trade. Furthermore, products imported from the territory of any
Party shail be accorded treatment no0 less favourable than that accorded to
nie products of national origin and to like products originating in any
other country in relation to such technical regulations or standards. They
shall likewise ensure that neither technical regulations nor standards them-
selves nor their application have the effect of creating unnecessary obstacles
to, international trade.

2.2 Where technical regulations or standards are required and relevant
international standards exist or their completion is imminent, Parties shall
use theni, or the relevant parts of theni, as a basis for the technicaî regu-
lations or standards excpt where, as duly explained upon request, such
international standards or relevant parts are inappropriate for the Parties
concerned, for Inter alia such reasons as national security requirements;
the prevention of deceptive practices; protection for human health or safety,
animal or plant life or health, or the environnient; fundamental climatic or
other geographical factors; fundamental technological problems.

2.3 With a view to harmonizing technical regulations or standards on as
wide a basis as possible, Parties shall play a full part within the limits of
their resources in the preparation by appropriate international standardizing
bodies of international standards for products for which they either have
adopted, or expect to adopt, technical regulations or standards.

2.4 Wherever appropriate, Parties shall specify technical regulations and
standards in ternis of performance rather than design or descriptive
characteristics.


