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or even shape it, They receive the bulk of their news from two national wire
services,' We will have to wait for the stu&ies. |

In the time avé.ilal\alé to prepare this report, it was impoésible to do a first-
hand survey of the regional areas of the United States that are discrete in terms
of media. OQur fairly thorough review of the literature was of some help and we
have drawn on our own experiences and w;ittén and teiephone in';erviéws wifh
edit.ors and. other experts.

This overviéw is inteqded to help Caﬁadi;n officials who have reason to deal
with the media _i:o maite decisions about priorities and ﬁeculiariﬁes in the regions
to which they are assigned.

We discovered that in initial contact with influential editors there w.as a reluc-
tance to agree that the-'Bostbn area; for exarhple, was any different .tha.n Houston.
This reluctance fell away quickly in further discussi;:xn.

One factor common in most regions is the large number of print and electronic
media that are potential outlets for a Canadian official responsible for explaining
a Canadian position on sensitive matters or sﬁmulating covérage of modern Cana.da.
Most major areas have a few key media, a regional newspg.per,b one or more local
papers, wire services, and radio a_nd TV stations eithe-r_ indépehdent or with net-
work affillia.tions. .

QOverall, tﬁei‘e are only 10 newspapers in the nation witﬁ circulations in excess
of half a million. Thé;e are 36 with circulations in excess of 250, 000, We believe
these are the priority concern of officials dealing with media.

The priority a;signed to these newspapers is based on some well-known con-

siderations and a min'iber_ of revelations from recent, thorough studies. The first



