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KINDERGARTEN DISCUSSION AT THE INTER-
PROVINCIAL CON VENTION.

llio:e i Itüreste( l i nthlieprogressof Klilnergartený
culture Nvill he îleised Co learn thiat a fitl ijsclusfjon
of thle special topIcu, The I racti ýai Application of
K nulergarten Pi n tiildes to thle Pri niary Sehool," is
un outhle pîrogrammîîe. I t i s not w idc of the truith tii

tzav that no nmore important question will fall undicer

the coii8sîderaitioii of tiiose wlio attenîd the convention.
'Ne trust tChat our Nova ScoLia teachers, without dis-
t inlctioni or sex or grade, wi Il prepaire tiietuselves to
take ain i ntelli gen t part i n the discuîssion. They
shlîîId stiidy not ou ly the unethods of the Ki nder-
garten, buit ilîso the profouiff nd n ciples on w luicb
tliese nietlîods depünd. Fribel's distinction as an
ed uucai or does not u'est siniplv ulbon the Kindergarten,
aI thougli Chat aboie wvou 1(1 confer i mîirisliable faune,
bu:t on thle deep) spiri tuai i nsiglit that enablcd him to
take a compilrelieuii ve ' iew of man :il his conîplex re-
lations to natuire, to the lîîînian race as a solidarity,
and to the Pi vine FaLlier. lie grasp the spiritual
signi ticance of the incidents of everyday life. Every
loiteI cliiliish play us seize(l t11)01 as a nîcans of
ai iiiring (lie chlId to a h iglier plane of thougli t and
feeling, lu the 'M.Notlher-PIIay and Cosselling Soiigs"
ut is shownl low the infant play of Il' Peep)-Bo "chairis

by the Il connection of conitr;&sts. ' The little one
bides; îîot lîaving ilnotlier nl full sighit is pleasing as
a 110w senisation; but sec tic deligaý,t Chat expresses
i tself i n every lincanien t and feature whien, ''fouund,"

lie is clasped ii the luv.i ng aris agai n. Il Let hum
flt, eays Frumbel, Il stray. too far, noir stay too long,
lest lie lose lis swcet, clingiuîg depeuidence on yotir
fai thful love and gi iatislî p.'' We reconimend to,
teachers Frobel's two works: Il Ediucation of Mu,
Iliai nann's cdit ioui, annuotatedl anud IIMotlier-Play
and Cýos6ellinig Songs.» Th'is last, translated by the
genlerous aid. of Mrs. Pl'ane A. Sha~w, was usedjy.
Miss Blow iii lier instructions Co lier training class iii
1-t. Louis with, excellent rcstults. It contaiuîs verses
for nuotlier and chi Id , Wlhin musi c, and lias the qutai nt-
est illustrationis, by Fnbllimisclf, fulîl of incident
and suggestion. If every niotlier anal teaclier would
study with clîildlike docility tlîis wonderfnl book,, it

*ould, in nîanv cases, be sucli a revelatioi tChat the
wlîole course of trainingc wolild Lie clianged, to the
great advantagc of the clîildrcuî. But, as the tinue is

shîort, and offly special work lias niuch chance of ac-
complisliiinent, 'vo siîîcercly wisli Chîat Dr. Ilaihuiianti's
IPrinîary Nètiiods," aud Prang's Il Teaiclier-s' MLittîual

for the Study of Forin and Drawing,- coiîld be il, the
hands of ail our teacliers. If thcy would. read thern,

evecn cnrsorily, il would place them weIl for the dis-
cussion ah the Convention. Their serions study
(luring xacation would show itself in the coming terin
iii iniproveil teaclîing in onr sclîools, esI)ecially In
arn t'I hixuetic, gcometiry, draving, and niodelli ng.

l>rirnary Methods "is published by A. S. Barnes,
Ncw York, Ï5 cents; Il Prang's Maniual " by Ilrang,
Boston, 50 cents. For $1.530 a box of material is sent
wiîli tîje Manuial, so that the heaclier conld gain facil-
ity iii illustrating auîd superintending the exorcises of
the little biook. It is as unique as sinmple in its
nicthods, aund is tlîc outcome of several yoars' study by
Mrs. Mary Dauîa IHicks, of drawing for~ ebjîdren, from
tlîe standpoint of physiology and psychology. The
object is to teacli pupils to 8e correfcUy, to gain clear
conceptions tlirotîgh well detiined sense'impressions,
and to embody tlîoir ideas in concrete forms in dif-
feront materials, as dlay, paper, card-board, sticks,
i)elcilled linos, water-colors, etc. Dr. Hailmann*s
%vork is strong ini its application of Froi.bel's methods
to gcometry and arithnîetic; Prang's ili its hreatrnenh
of înodelling and drawing. But both smooth a bard.
place wliere theîe lias been muchi stnrnbling, and they
are so logical tChat no0 o1e who will follow their lead
need fail of success. Two or hhree or more teachers
mighit join and get a single copy of these books, and
the necessary material, and study them in concert;
if they could beguile somte intelligent mothers to join
thern for an occasional hiour of reading and discussion
it niiglît create commîînity of interest and help the
cause of edlucation. C.
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PERSONAL NOTES.

RL. 1). Steeves, of the Woodstock Grammar School,
recently passed a successful examination at Sackville
for tlîe degreo of M. A.

Victoria Univuersity, of Cobuirg, Ont., bas confer-
mcd the degreo of LL. D. on Pr-of. A. D. Smnith, of
Mouint Allison University.

11ev. l'rcsident Forî'cst, of Djalhousie, passod.
tlirougli St. Johri-tlîis week on blis way boulîe from. a
trip) to the Uniited States.

A bbe Casgrainî, of Quebec, siucceeds Professor
Lawson, of the Uni'.ersity of Dalhousie, as President
of the Rloyal Society of Canada.

Principal Camecroîi, of Yarmouîth Academny, gave
a verv i nterosting seuries of popular astronomical de-
monstrations dnring the winter. 11e recommends
students of the Sumimer Science Sehools ho buy or
borrow opera or field glasses for thc study of the sky.


