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bas been set up. I think it is impossible to corne to
conclusion that those general words amount to a covenaxn
auagreemnent entitling the Crown to be paid for the ac
1tional men at the rate of 50 cents per day or at any ot
rate--and that the cireumstances entirely rebut any i
ene that there was an implied contract on the part of
suppliants to pay for the service of the additional -men o
quantum nmeruit.

Now, while 1 have said it is not necessary, in rny view,
determine the large legal question whieh lias been argi
by Mr. Hodgins, and argued very ably, stili 1 bave a v
strong opinion upon the point, and, if it were necevssrý
the determination of the case, 1 would not huisitate to iet
mine it upon that opinion.

I entirely disagree with the view that the assent by
Huse of Assembly to the contract, or the resoluition of
House ratifying the contract, made the contract or gave
the contract the force of a statute of the province. it D
well be, although you may have to searcli in aneient tin
to find them, that there are instances of Acts of Parlianll
where the 4ssent of the Crown lias preceded the action
the other constituent bodies in the legfisiature, instead
their following it, as is the usual practice. Well, it woj
be straîning the Uine of decisions upon whieh Mr. iiodgj
bases his argument to apply tliem to what lias beenl doine
this case. There was no idea of passing an Act of Par
ment, The forms of procedure whieh are adopted in t
passing of an Act were entirely oniitted. A bill IS 1ntý
duced and read three times. It has to pass throu-h
these stages before it finally becomes the ultîmate açti
of the Assem1bly. Nothing of that kind was doue here.T
contract is laid upon the table of the Ilouse. Notice
motion is given that upon a certain day the Minister
charge will inove a resolution approving of and ratifyi
the contract. I do not think this lad any of the elene
at ail of an Act of Parliament, and, as 1 have said, ther'. u
no intention on the part of anybody that it should have.
was simply an assent - not constitutionally necessary,
think-an assent on the part of the Asseinbly to a cnr
which the exec-dtive goverun-ent of the province ha4 e
tered into, and hadstipulated should not'becoxue prt
uintil that assent had been obtained.


