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lows the adoption of any particular method.
Everyone will agree that to-day we have

entered absolutely into the scientific per-
iod as applied to public health administra-
tion. Our knowledge of the causes of com-
muniicable diseases, of the direct effects of
pollution of streame and of the methods
of sewage disposai ie now so exact and the
scientifie means at our disposai so nxany
and available that we are in a position to
state definitely that, given a Medical Officer
of Heaif h trained in his medicine, hie bac-
teriology and hie chemistry with a know-
ledge of their application to water sup-
plies, eewage disposai, drainage, lighting
and ventilation of buildings and so on, we
have only to give him enougli salary-to
allow ail hie time and energy to be given te
the 'work of public heailih and to supply
hlm with simple but adequate machinery
as adequate laws and regulations, a labora-
tory, inspectors, isolation hospitals, open
air schools and homes for incurable cases
as of consumption -to assure the
public, wlio naturaily wish for protection
and who will pay wlien they understand,
that their interest ini all mattere of health
are being protected.

Witliin the last few yeare the State of
Pennsylvania lias evolved under a Coin-
iisioner of Health the niost recent ex-

ample of highly organized publie heailih
machine whieli las been witnessed any-
where, it being modelled largely upon the
system developed in Cuba after the Spanish
war, and as now existe at Panama. It is
constituted by a chief of staff and subor-
dinate officers placed over the several
branches of work which extend down te
the extreme limit of the establishmient,
maintenance and offieering of state sana-
toria and dispensaries ail practicaily being
paid for by State funds.

It may be quite true that the mountain-
oui4 nature of mucli of the State and ifs
sparse population except wliere gathered
into znining towns, may prove that thus is
fixe heet systemn there; but sucb a healii
machine in proportion as it becomes, a
biureaucracy will probably show ultiniate-
ly flie defeefs of ail sclieme8 which fait te
educaite and cultivafe the intereef of the
indiv-idual in what affects Iiim personally
,ind whichi serve- to duli rathier than stimu-
latc thie sense of responsibility for flic
mnainteniance of houise, home and munici-

pality as a matter both of personi
and local pride.

Realizing that it lias been fthe mi
graduai evolution of local seif-gove
which lias placed. English municipal
their leading position in sanitary d
ment we cannot doubt, sinc. thie w
of the State is measured by the. qui
ifs individual citizens, that thec evolt
local public health organization will
end prove beet suited nef only to the
of our people but also ultimately
higheet and best results.

What, thon, sliould the nature
local organîzation be which is ll
produce the best and most perniar
enîts and the most beneficial effec
ail phases of public heailh work?

It is scarcely necessary to ay
must primarily be based upon soir
fully worked out system of gener
vincial healfli legislation in harmoi
yet wider and more general federal
legielation. Essentially, however,:
provide for a comprehensive and p
clear definition of the powers and
of local heaif h authorities, with
definite provisions wliereby their p
obtain the requisite money grants
form the work required will bc à
As bas been axnply proven during 1
twenty-five years in Ontario ftie alm
any power in the Act creating Local
of Health for tliem, to levy or c
be levied direct assessments for moi
public health purposes lias been
planation of mucli of the unpro4
character of their work.

Scliool Boards inake their ase
for public health purposes, while n
a preportionate amount out of
mental funds, public libraries are
a definite levy for their needs; bu
cal Board of Health lias only the mi
council to depend upon, which, as
states, "may vote sucli sums as are
necessary by the Local or District
for the carrying on of ifs work. " '1
provides for the appointment of n
of Local Boards of Heailih for thr.i
but it lias been the routine pra%
cities, in more recent years especi
,appoint snch f rom amongst member
council.

Thus we see thiat at the outset
tarie, at least, any well-thought-out


