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The far-famed tweniietiî century is with us. Tue

century that was to see the culumination of nian's lus

the century of air ships, anti of friendiy jont neyings froin

planet to planet., the century, mayhap, (stich, at leasut, was

the liope of us iaggards that bave xvearned of tue race)

when examinatton systents were to lose itaif their liorror

throughl the happy invention of lirain-supplying machines.
Suchi is the dreami men dreameci wilie yet they stood afar

off. But lîaving actually entered upout titis niew era, Wve

are confronted by stern realities. \Vith pride and tiepi-

dation, too, xve realize that in our own generation is to ho

built up the weai or the woe of tlice first liaîf of the twen-

tietît centutry. Sweet, aiso, is tue specîtiation as to

witetlîer this Canada of ours is to be a commercial power,
or a political power, or will site perlia ps, awake to a golden

age of art and literature. And yet we have Itecoine so

rational, so practical, that only at rare moments (of weak-

ness some would add) do we take timie to indulge in

reveries of wlîat înay be or to catch itrief glinîpses of the

ghory of what uttiglît be. Truly, titis is the age of action
and not of idie day-dreams.

Thougi tue attendance at tue Literary Society on

Saturday nighit wvas fair, it was not sufficiently large to

justify the belief titat the girls have mnade titeir New Year's
resolutions in titis direction. Bihsincss wvas nîore pro-

longed titan rîsual as tite tine for our wirter reception is

drawing near. Several motions were carried witiî a view

to liimiting and miaking definite tue nuniîber of guests, and

also for the purpose of avoiding financial embarrassmlent.
The programi followed. 'fli musical part consisted of a

violin solo by Miss Paterson, a vocal solo by Miss Robtert-

son, 'oi, and a piano solo by Miss icLeod, '04. Ail three
selections were mucit appreciated.

Then came tite second of the inter-ycar dehates, that

between the third anti fourth years. Tite Vice-president
was called uipon to take the chair as the IPresident was to

debate. The subject was, Il Resolved that the growing

popularity of Kipling's writings is a mark of iiterary

deterioration." The affirumative was supiîorted by Misses

Amos and Downing of '0W, and the negative by Misses J.
0. E, Macdonald and Hutcitison of 'or. Botit sides

debated exceptionally weli, titoughi the decision of the

jîîdges was unanimous in favor of the negatîve. Miss

Amos, in ieading the debate, dweit on lKipling's freedomn

of speech, bis misuse of Englisi, though it shouid bc the

aimi of literature to preserve language in ail its purity, bis

portrayal of witat is comnmon and coarse, and that in

poetry, witiclî is tite natural realim of ail tîtat is higit and

noble. Miss Macdonald, on tite otiter hîand, endeavored to

measure Kipling's writings ty tite standard of witat is chassie,
and so to justify popular taste of to-day. Site brougitt out

ciearly Kipling's originality, botit in matter and in mnethod

of treatment, and emphasized the trnth of itis pictures.,
Miss Downing admitted, Kipiing's originaiity and strength,

depiored his deficiency of taste in subject matter, the

want of spirituality in his work, lus disregard for woman,

and bis demoralizing effect on citildren, wito are taugit to

recite bis poems. Kipling, site chairned, was the fad oftite

hour. Miss H-utchison, itowever, opposed to thîs the uni-

versality of Kipling, lus favor with itigit and low, anti tite

trutit witit witich he represented bis own age, one of the

requirements, certainly, of literature. Miss Amos made a

good reply, but was unaitie to overthrow ber opponents'
arguments.

On Jan. 9 th Mrs. Taylor from China addressed thte

association.

THE RETURN 0F ODYSSEUS.

No,;w that ()dysseus has retuirned and has found await-

îng a neiit satin for the \Vomen's Residence Fund, it înligbit

be in order to reviewv somec of the criticisrns offered and

describe soine of the events on the stage froni the stand-
point of one on thc stagie.

To those who tell us the Return of Odysseus lias

missed its ai in being non-dramnatic wve mnight state that

they have whoily mnisinterpreted the noble aims of otir

worthy jnstractress, Miss liarrows. Shie, as 1 take it,

undertook itot to represent a scr 1es of blood-cîîrdling eveu ts,
ail contributing to tue interest of, and] happiiy contrasting
with, the peaceful reunion of Penelope and Odysseus.
The Retux n of Odysseus is iade up) of selcctions froîn the

great epic of 1 loiner. She desired to show the people of this

century that they had iunuch iii commiron with tite people
who iived over a thousand yeqrs before the Christian Era.
She wislied to pict urc to ucM, i accurate delineation of

I bomiericlhab)its, anti c îîstomis, to shiow that inIiloîier'stimie,
as weii as oîurs, Il titere 15 no0 geeater giory for a man in ail
his life titan what lie wvins xvith bis own feet and liands."
For titis purpose have athletics such a prominence in the

Return -of CXlysseus. She, if at ail she preserved tlie
words of the great writer, had to he true to his spirit.
She then iîad to portray the mnost characteristic side

of Udysseus. Ile is the polytias, the polymiechanos,
the inuch enduring, the mnch contriving, a mnari of

strategy, flot of open violi-ce, thougli capable of
it when his wife was in dlanger. For this plirpûse Miss

Barrows lias, shoxvn it cvery act witere Odysseus cornes
on the stage, his greiit versatiiity, and power of passive-
ness. One of our city papers has claimed that he shouild

have despatched Aicinoîts. Snrely titis great critic is
xvanting in ciassical knotviedge. JJow entirely alien and

foreign to a Greek it was to insuit the hospitaiity of a ho'st
is seen front tite fact that it was just this that caused the

Trojan war. Those then who desire scenes of biood in a
picture whiere titis is flot the am are more to be pitied
than induiged.

Anotiter objection bias been the new pronrinciation.
To say tite least, it is far more musical than the oid, andi
possesses as good if flot a better righit to be used. It is
the pronuîuciaition of modemn Greeks who ciaimcd they
]earne1 it fron titeir ancestors, and they from theirs. This,
when it is said that Demnostitenes couid read a modern

Greek newspaper, is a strong dlaim to its rights to use.
It affords ns great pleasure as amateurs to think titat

the inconsistenctes were flot noticed and it is oniy in the
points where we dlaim we are in the right that thte criti-

ctsmis have iteen cast against ns. Tbe Greek ]ang nage covers

a ojimiter of incongruities. XVe should flot have been un-

jrîstiy criticized, titougit we might have been surprised
had we been so, iîad the audience noLiced titat on the sec-

ond night of the performance the crowd on the stage
hissed Eîîryains at the wrong speech, or had noticed that

some one caiied out to the pages when holding the thongs,
"hoid it up higiter ! " or on another occasion an enthusi -

astic School man yelled ttl Toike Oike."
We were agreeabiy surprised titat the critics were

collected enougi flot to criticize the iack of music between
acts. Titey were evidentiy ciassical enonigi to notice
this would have been modern.

Those of us wito itad the pleasure and priviiege of

taking part xvere enabled, wlhen the powder was cieaned
fromi the itair, and the paint rernoved. from. the face and

sore spots bebind the ears caused ity the fastenings of faise

beards healed, to look back witit feelings of satisfaction at

hitving done our lîest, and at itaving been itehiuîd the foot.
lgitts in the last Greek, play given by Varsity in the nine-

teentit century. BASILEUS.
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