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Province, lias since expressed spproval ol
the action of the llktorical Section of thE
1flstitute and resvectfully urged upon tht
GOvernment the importance of immediatE
action in the matter, before the articles àn
,question shall.have, been lest or destroyed,
as Many vaýuab1e documents have no douùt
already been. It is to be hoped that thE
0overiment may see its way clear ta prompt
Compliance, in seime form, with the request
of theEe societiea. No Fcreon of intelligence
(an question ti:e desirability of having ail
eueh historical material collected and pre.
eerved. The experience of those who have
Privately undertaken to do sometbing in
the line indicated amtply proves, what ex-
perimnent was scarcely needed to prove,
flamely, that regearches of this kind cannet
be Made, or information and documents pro-
cured by private individuals without
pecunary bass. That the wcrk of rreserv-
ing historical data is cf such publie int'rcst
and importance as warrants the expenditure
of a reasonable amount; from the public
funds, has been rcignized by a number of
the Statea of the American Union. New
York, Michigan, Wisconsin, MaýsachuEettH
and ather Stites have made collections and
Propared print-ýd and manuscript volumes
'hich will be ialuable to future hiktorians.
The Peculiar circumstsnices under whiclh the
settl8eflnt of Upper Canada was commEnced
g ive to the early history of the Province a
'pecial interest greater than that of sny
Itdividual State of the Union.' Prohably
110 molre efficient agency for the work could
ho found than that of the Historical Sec-
tion of the Instituts, but whether througb
the M'edium of the Society or somne of special
agencey of its own, the Ontario Government
eh0O1ld, we think, loge no time iii rescuing
frot tbreatened destruction or oblivion aIl
the valuable documents and relics which
c'il fOw be found relating to the early bis-
t 'r? of the Province. These ehould be
a'rnged and preserved in the Parliamnen-
tiry Library or elsiewhere, where they n2ay
beaft any time accessible, under proper
conditions5 and safe-guards, to aIl students
Of Caradian Hiîtory.

Aý1Popular lady writer gives, in "lWoman's
Worîd,'" the following among other reasons

E WhY ehe envies men

t "They have little, if any, trouble in oh-
ta,'ing efficient help in their vocation

e'100 the'~ hir&d help' question which is
k'149i by inches their wives and daughters,

anitmaterially trouble them."
l'Table T.lk," aMong a number of mIles

for' the selection of a good sErvant, after
r advibing her readers to"i beware of the girl

Who 48118 questions," proceeds alk follows :
l'If a Young woman should apply who is

drs5 n lldestly and neatly, who speakcs
*r ue* - nd respectfully, who waits until

Yonfvite ber to he seated, who gives soine
ibeaddresses when you asIe for refer.

ei cell' who dlaims ta be able ta do ber workblut admits that she may flot know
oilge ta, your convenience, Who

e 'e~rs ail quebtions but agira few or noue,
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take ber thougli sbe asIes high wages. She
will give you the peace of mind you have
longed for."

Happening to meet, these two quotati3ns
near eaoh other in a woman's journal, we
feel strongly prompted to ask whetber the
one does not throw a good deal of light
upon the other. If men had to wait for
peace of mind until they could procure the
help needed in their vocations in the shape
of such paragons of perfection and self-
abnegation as the Young woman described
in the latter quotation, we fear their con-
dition would nlot long remain one to be
envied, even by the most wretched of wives
and daughters. The fact bas a thousand
time% been pointed out, but it needs ta be
repeated until the idea has b3en fully appre-
honded, that it is just btýcuse of the broad
difiprence in~ the two sets of requirements,
that there exists so little difficulty in pro-
curing the belp in the one case, so much in
the other. Individuals3 of either sex wha
are willing to enter into contracts for daily
service, agreeing to give their strength,
time, and skill to the service of anoth (r,
wbile leaving ail questions of privilege, even
including permission to take an hour's
walk or recreation, to the "lconvenience " of
that other, asking no questionH, are un-
liappily or happily go scarce in this world,
that itis no wonder that the writer in "lTable
Talk " is forced to admit that she bas met
only two of tbe paragons in three years.
We know the difficulties which stand in the
way of a different arrangement, and recog-
nize clearly that those difficuities are nlot
in the main of woman's making. Neyer-
theless, the hard fact is every day becoming
clearer, that until somne system is devised
by which the exactions of domestic serviole
can be put upon a basis more nearly re-
sembling the requirements made of Most
employees in men's vocations---so many
bours of service for so much remuneration,
with personal freedom and self-.government
for the rest of the twenty-four hours-the
ilhired help " question will remain th,'j vexa-
tions problem it bas sa long been and now
15.

THE FUTURE 0F FRENCH CANADA.

The discussion which is now rife touching
the character of the education imparted in
the schools and colleges of the Province of
Q uel>ec can scarcely fail ta have a marked
anI saIutiry tffect upon the future progress
of that Province. The people are evidentîy
having their eyes opened ta the inefficiency
of their educational iustýtutions aud
methods, and ta the injurious results of this
inefficiency in unfitting those wlia are
dependent for tbeir education upon these
schools, for the keen competitions of in-
dustrial and business life. The combined
action of the clerical members; of the
Catbolic Cammittee of tbe Counicil of Pub-
lic Instruction in defeating, a few weeks
since, the very reasonable propckBal advocat-
ed by tbe Hon. Mr. Masson, haq been the
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means of directing public attention ta the
matter, and the question is now heing
discussed with a freedom whichi is very
unusual if not unexampled in a matter in
which the bishops and priests are arrayed
on one side of the controversy. Mr.
Masson's motion was one affirming the very
simple and reasonable principle that no
person shall be deemed authorized ta teach
in an academy, or a model >or elementary
school receiving Gavernment aid, without
having first obtained a certificate of
eficiency. The defeat of this motion by
the unanimous voice of the Bishops in the
Committce bas led ta an agitation such as
they pmobably did not suppoFe possible in a
province in which, their word has so long
been law in civil as well as in ecclesiaitîcal
mnatt rp.

l'le extreme and, in the eyes of almost
any one but a docile Frenchi Ganadian,
absurd position of those repmesenting the
clerical side in this controversy, is set
forth with btriking plainness in the foibow-
ing extract, froni an article in La Veiie,
the most influential organ of the Ultramon-
tancs of the Province :

"The doctrine of the Church on the
achool question is well fixed, and lias beca
so for a long time. The schools which
Catholic children frequent muat, be Catholic
schools, openly and really Catholie. In
ordor that a achool may be, Cathalic it is
flot sullicient that they teach nothing con-
trary ta religion or tlhat they teacli a little
cat-chiani a!t(-r c!aqs haurs ; it is necessary
that the study of religion sbould be domin-
ant and liold the firtt rank in education in
snch a way that the other learning wbicb
the youth, receive sbauld appear ta be only
incidentaI."

The new and remarkable feature in the
discussion is that very many of the news-
papors wbich have hitherto been ready to
support almoat any view approved by the
clergy, aud which btill profesa their unfalter-
ing loyalty ta their religions authorities, do
neot liesitate ta express dissatisfaction with
the attitude of the bishops and priests in
tbis niatter. Some af them intimate very
plainly that the time lias came when an
education adapted especially for the prie8t.
baod will nîo longer satisfy the people whose
objîdren have ta entgr the businesq world in
sharp and at present uncqual competition
with those who bave received a practical
education specially aslapted ta their future
necdl,. Among others, Mr. Louis Frechette,
the well known writer and peet, is taking
an energetic part in the cantroversy. Mr.
Frechette3 is particularly severe iù~ regard ta
the system under which it is practically lef t
ta the pries4ta ta Fay what Young inen may
lie admitted nlot only ta their own renIes,
but also ta those of tbe other Iearned pro-
fessions, sucli as those of law and medicine.
With regard ta preparation for business
pursuits, Mr. Frechette also forcibly depiets
the disadvantages at whicb the Young
Frenich Canadian is placed Ilin an Englisb
country, where ail business is done in Eng.
lish, wbere nearly ail tbe banks, insurance


