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now dragging one back, now pushing another forward,
laughing with the madness of their laugliter and mingling
bis awn agony with the screarns of their despair.

If Tolstoï revered bis own ideal of the peasant, Dos-
toieffvsky loved bim as be was. If Tostoï would sacrifice
xnuch (frein the intellectual standpoint as well as the
'naterial) for bis sake, Dostoieffvsky would sacrifice every-
thing. When we read the works of this extraardinary
man we feel a new and stifling atmosphere around us, to
quote M. de Vogu~é once more "Les amans qu'il nous
présente ne sont pas faits de chair et de sang, mais de nerfs
et de larmes." ht is no sîckly sentimentality that he gives
us lapsing into tears of unconsciaus self-pity. ht is no
comfortable cloak of melancholy or duil bewilderment giv-
ing vent to itself in words of smug resignation. Ho tazkes

E Us, out of ourselves, ail of us-even those suporior beings
Who are beyond laughter and tears, and who only speak in
order that they may stifle thought. Whtýt are they ta
him-the opigramn of the wit, the platitude of the foot, the
doguia of the superstitious or the satire of the sceptic?'
What are the truths of philosophy or the resuits of science
ta this wise man of the east, who, wandering listoa over
Europe, wondered only at the guillotine?" Dostoieffâky
doos nlot present certain characters and allow tbem grad-
ually to unfold themselves before us in the inanner of
Taolstof'8. He seems more like one who in the public
street cries out "Thi8 man is a liar, look at him in the
eyes 1 That one yonder is a coward and a cheat. Watch
the adultress skulking across the road "; and thon in alto-
gether another tone, Il that child is starving, give ber
bread, bread." And so like a great wave of sin and mad-
ness this band af feverish mon and women passes on,
wbile in the midst of the curses and the groans we hear
ever and again the haîf-articulate cry of pity from soein
pale wayfarer who is born onward in the rush. These at
least are the kind of impressions whicb books lîke IlInjuary
and Insut " leave behind tbem;- but thore are aise other.
If Dostoieffiky drew fromn bis o wn suffering bis pictures of
the horrible, he also drew framît the tenderness of bis own
seul, some pictures of ineffable beauty.

"spgInjury and Insut " is a story of a Young man who
i assionateîy in love witb a girl and wbo does bis utmost

ta insure ber bappiuess witb bis rival. Nathasha, the
beoine, belongB ta the past, she bas no business to exist
in this cenitury of ours ; produced by any other novelist
sHe would be grotesque, ini the bands of Dostoieliky 4he
is almost sublime. 'I NaGuiha feit instinctive.ly that site
would begin by being bis savereign, bis quecn, and end hy
being his victim. Site bad a foretaste of the rapture of
loving to madness and of tormenting the one we love,
Himply bocause we do love him or ber, and ue(rliaps this is
why she hasteuod te sacrifice herself irst,"

It is a stery ef self-sacrifice, and he for whoso sake two
tives are ruined is bimself almoat an irresponsible being
wbom we can neither hate nor scorn. "En France, au
moins," says M.- de Voguié a propos of this book "lnous ne
prendrons jamais notre parti ile ce spectacle, pourtant
naturel et consolant, une crcature exquise à genoux devant
un imbecile." The saine critic points eut the absurdity
af a man urging a rival te lbe happy witb a girl whom bc
himself adores, and yet in "lNotre Dame " Hugo bas given
us examples of betît these &I sp(ctacli s "-unreasoning love,
and complote self. renunciation.

"The Gambier " iii a powerf ul sketch of a certain type
af the 1{ussian mnd ; the very embadiment af that
untranalatable oeckaîanie whicb bas been refeî'red ta in con-
nection witb Tolstoï.

"The Friend of the Family " introduces us ta a graup
of people in a country lieuse, a large proportion of whoui
would seemn tho more natural inmates af a Iunatic asylum.
In this book aiso we catch a glimpse of Dostaieffsky's
peasant, the muzhie as ho i4, dull and negative.

It is a curious ttîing, this idea af nogation whicb we
8e0 Bo mucb of in Russian novols. Tbis type af Russian,
and it is a common one, sees that action includes noces-
sarily the goad and the bad; therefore ho is simpty noga-
tive-it is the phiIosopby of laissez-faire and yet it was
Jean Jaques Rousseau wbo first vaiced it-"l flbreux les
Peuples chez lesquels on peut être bon sans effort et juste
sans vertu 1 "

And naw we will take a glance at that extraordinary
book, the most curious praduct of this navel1 work-sbop--
"Crime and 1?unishment." A student commits a murder,
and througb the entreaties of an uniortunate gives himi-
self up ta justice and Siberia. The murderer is devoid
noeither af heart nor brains ; tho uniortunate is one of the
purest characters in literature. Around Raskolnikoff and
Sonia a strange medley of figures hover, but in theso two
characters the interest af the story is centred. It is a
studY in psYchology, nathing mare and nathing bass, but ho
wba reads its terrible pages can nover efface it froml hiS
memary. Daatoietfsky shows us the inward workings of
this Young man's mmnd. We se him lying ont bis bed,
brooding over this crime wbich ta him is anly the passing
over ai laws binding upan ardinary mon alane. Napolean
bad murdered many, why abould be not murder one?' The
idea takes roat, graws, and is Put inta action. The student
is a murderer 110w, withaut remarse but dissatisfied. It
was nasty, ignoble, this butchering ai two deienceiess
wamen. He broads upon the deEh.i4s af bis crime and in
the teetb of the police goos back ta viit~ the recru un wbicb
ho bad committed it, seized with an irrosistible fascination.
At last, urged on by Sonia, be confesse&, The inurderer
lpves tbe unfortunate, if that is the Word ta express bis
àlmost undefinable emotiafs-le "Lt s flot beforo yau that 1

b,"ho exclaira ta ber, il but beiafl suffring humafl

ity." Sonia fallows bim ta Siberia, and there this sou],
way ïvard and faltering but not wholly corrupt, becomes
purified by that sufféring which, in the author's opinion,
is the first step ta atonement.

The actual abject of the murder was maney for bis
only sister, but it was the idea of murder being actually
allowable ta mon af a superior stamp that drove this
diswruugbt mind ta the accomplishment of crime.

lRaskolnikoff bas been called IlThe ilamiet of the mad-
house," but if we for a marnent compare the twa we shal
see that this is bardly just ta cithor. Ilamiet is the
masterpiece af the groatest name in ail literature, but
Raskalnikoff is the ecatian of no boulevard novelist ; this
student is not borrawed fromn the pages af the Police News
on the one band nar is ho a tragic parody upon the ether.

We can hardly apprehend Hamlet, it is possible ta
comprebend Raskolnikoff. Ham let at the supreme moment
of bis life riscs abave criticism, the other sinka beneath it.
ilamlet is the intellectual slave ta an idea forecd on him
from withaut and foreigu ta his nature, Raskolnikoff is
mastered by a baunting impulse wbich springs from within
and is incarnate in bis very seul. Lastly, wben ilamiet
bas put bis idea inta action, hoe dieài-; when Raskolnikafl
gives himself up ta justice (for this is the second aver-
mastering idea which dogs bim, following logically upon the
first) ho lives ; and by allawing Raskolnikotl ta live D)os-
toieff8ky is true ta bis own inexorable mnaxim-that ai
reducing the individual ta subordination ta the many-a
maxim, we need hardly observe, nat in accordance with
the views ai the great dramatist.

In reality Raskolnikaff is anc of thase mystic beings,
introspective, self-torturing, wha, seizel with an idea,
allow it ta contrai, their thoughts and become evený,ually
rnad-men, murderers or saints.

"lA new Go";ol is bor tot us " was the exclamation
wbicb greeted the flrst production ai ibis remiarkable mi).
,4 new Gogol, nat a classic like Turgénieff nor a smarcher
after truth thrauglh the muedium af philasophic abstractions
like Tolstoï. No, a man witbaut tho veneer ai the west,i
one ta wbaîn nothing was vulgar or comman. A man wba
considered notlîing un this world beneath him l)ecau.qe he
considered that niothing ' in il was above him. A man wbo
arrived rapidly by intuition at conclusions arrived at by
athers through a process ai long and careful induction.
In short, a mat who had pity for the wretchel, for the
lest, for aIl those for wbomu the rest had only scarit, or at
best a calculatedl tolerance.

Ie was net a classic, but, as Mie. Bazaji observes in
reference ta bis first wark, " I''le book is a wark af ai-t, of
the new and the aId art camnpoIunded, classic art irîfu?îe'
witl the new, wartinbWeod ai trutb."

In anc of CAautier's novels il i4 said of a poot that bis
tru(* paeiii was bis ife, that the rest, wlîat he gave ta the
wortd, was onty the superfînous thoughts, whilo what was
deepest and best within bim wits'Iieciana ntIspaken.
It miglht also be said ai Dostaieffiky that bis true navet
was lus life. I do nat allude so rnuch ta bis bealthi, te bis
peverty, ta lbis sufferings in Siberia Eo much as ta thase
terrible t.hougbîs, whiclî uuust bave driven Ijini well-nigh
ta the madness ai despair, and ai which, wild as tlwy are,
weoanly gel but partial glimpses in bis works. If it was
nat insanity, il was dangerously near ta il.

But in spite ai bis suffering, physical amnd mental,
there was in the man a depth ai humait love wtîich transi-
iormed the ourse ai haîred aýainst the opprossar imb
infinite pity for the oppressed. I Russian realism,starting with Gogol, reaclîed its acîne ai claesic elegance
and baste with Turgenieri'; if Tlstoï may be said ta repre-
sent the intelligence ai the scîtool, Dostaieftsky is the
beart. It was bis laIta suffer the ast aifali theiu,
but in returu. it was ho wbomi Russia loved the best.

And naw that we bave peeped mbIbt is swolten cur-rent ai literaturo whicb, teaving the ardinary course, bas
forced a passage afitis awn, lot us ask ourselves wbat it
ail means. Is it merely empty babble "lsignifying notb-
ing, " or bas in itsoti same deep signiticance 't For nuypart 1 tbink it bas. If these Russians have given us in
their works no cul and dried "lmaral, " if thoy have
sauinded the depths ai na Philasophy or esîablisbed the
tents af no particular dogmua, tbey have aI leMsJ-Lled ont
ta the peopleofaita-day that aid warld cry yi,»t<irc(luToi',
and for this alane lot muchbeh forgiven thenu. Withaut
gravelling un the mire ai human depravity, they bave toit
the aId groundwork behind them), and in the spirit ai pity f
and nat ai mackory taken, in the words ai Mrs. Browning,
"for worthier stage the Saut utsel," .A1. LOD

PARIS LETTER.

T RIE brother ai tbc French ambassador at London is alarge manufacturer and a dislinguished legislator ; hie
two sans rut the catt factory siluated aI St. Rémy, in N or-
mandy. It hanour af the contenary ai the mills, a splen-
did banquet was given to 1,500 guesîs, and whjch caincided
witb the IlWeicome Homo"',ta one ai the sans and bis
bride, daugbîer ai M. Harpes, the Paris American banker.
It is the paîriarchal, labour and domocratic side af the
feast that mer ont o nly ta ho studied, but ta be imitaîed.
AIl the bande without excoption wore inviled ; several
worknien ware the goad-aervice modal beslawed by the
Govornment an operatives at toast thirty years in the
emnpbaYnfent ai the sarne master. The banquet was pro-
sided aver by M. Waddingtan's eldest son and bis lady ;
the latter had on her right the Minister ai Justice, or

>Lord Chancellor ai Franco, and on her leit the senior
ioperative. No special places were reserved fer local officiaIs

or the "lSocial Magnitudes ;"tley wcre blended witb the
iactory bands. The Waddington flim pensions att its

îoperatives at sixîy years ai age, an ane franc per day;
stands by ttuem in sickness or accident, and encourages
tbem ta support in addition Old Age Benelit Socielies.
Wben the Conscription draws off' eperatives for mnilitary
service, the conscript, if a bachelor, iii allowed hall bis
ardinary earninga ; if married, fuît pay. Of coursAe sîrikes
are unknown, and fia aperatives are ever dismissed. ls
thal example how ta salve the capital and labour diffi-
culty net wortb the tans ai literature devoted te Ubopian.
Sacialism '?

lb may not bc gonerally known that whien the Pope
granîs an audience, ladies corne it black dress nateriul and
mandle, gentlemen in evening costume, and tlîey nmust leavo
nel onty their bats and overcoats in the vestiary, but also
titeir gloves. The latter usage dates fromu the Middle
Ages when canspîrators concealed stylets and poisan under
thoir gloves. Anibassadors are net expected ta unglove.
In the tbrone rooînthe armebhair occu pied by tbc Pope is
a present from Barcelona ; the slipper iin white satin with
a gotd cross emnbroidered thereon, and which the faitbful
kiss, is a giit fromr a Sicilian convent.

Tire Antwerp International Congress for bte regulatian
ai working heurs, and the intervention of the Stato as a
factor ini Socialism, doas nat at al] trend le practical solu-
tions. It bas shown, that Belginni, prosperaus though
she be, bas one-third ai bier working population unable ta
subsisî on their earningis, supplemrentingtghe deficit by
legat relief, and that thirty-eigltt per cent, ai the labour-
in- classes work eloyen hours a day. The next chiief ques-
tion bandled wag Etiropean MoKinleyism ; fic traders
bave bad ta do yeoinan's service te mneet aid loos. The
nma ority ai the Uenc'ressmnd not naw acco"t as gospel
Sir lZobert Pools inaxinu, that tire only manner ta combat
hostile larillîs is ta reply witb liberty ai imortaution, and
so swell bbc volume ai oxpom'ts. The (Jengress ilîmstrates
that un econionical science, as in religion,

WVhaI damnned error, but sionie .MhCr brow
WViIt 1,es4 it, and a1prove il with a text,
lfiding thje grossnesm wiîh fair orliainco t.

Opinian is stilI barping anminue waîer. 1 t is only a
fortîtiglît ago a Bottin guide-bock writer bad tire audacity
ta tell Parisians Ibeir supply ai river water was unirivaileil
un point of purity. New a panegyric bai been found,
iielivered by Pamentier a cenitury ago, ou11lthe virtues oi
Seine waber. I t proîuuoted appetite, favoîuîed digestion,
and induced emîbonpoint. Onie pint ofi il taken vv'ry
morning eau ttedltee rve4amnd refre.,lîed bite pîîlate ;fur
ther :dttgst and iabg n a state ef lleating corruption
did net effect the quality ai water. lb was weIl thal Par-
mnentier bas ta bis credit the bonaour ai having introduced
the palabo imb France, or the citizemîs would debaptize Ithe
square tltey have calted after hini. A writ,-r wbe dlaimus
to e o n thebbcwater supply ci the cduel cilies of the,
world, pities London that depenuls solely for its supply amn
the 'iThames ; of course that aif[Berlin is infammous ; Vivrnna
lias drinking water as geed as the Alps can supply.
Paris is fit ta raîuk in ils potable waler wiîtu any city ; the
Nova is as goad as the Seine, whluiin a sernie bu laient-
ably troc. Net only is the France- Russian alliance
superior in the output af drirtking water, but the union
bas discovered a 'l Franco- 1tussian vaccine,," against choiera
moorbus.

Enaineer Clermonut and D)r. Fuleury, aiflIme ygienio
deparbîuuent ai the great inanufacturiug centre ai Saint-
Etienne, stales that il is un tîhe distribution pipes the drink>
in- water becomesf infected, due ta the presence ai decayedvegetabie mnalter, fishes' eggs, frog spawn, etc. E"ngineer
Bechînan, ai Paris, maintains that filtration bas ne ellFeet
an the microbes, wbile M. Berîcîuinger, of Zurich, stoutly
assorts the cantrary.

The cily ai Lyons employs un ils factories 13,000 borsc-
pawor ai driving force. It mtust ho borne un mmnd that a
lar-ge portion ai the silk industry ai Lyons is executed by
manuai labour. A sacioby lbas been farnied ta ulilizo bbe
ioionontum aofIl the swiit and arrawy Ilbone," luy wbich
hydraulie force, equal ta 12,000 herse-power, cati ho dis-
tribuîed among the ieveral facbories ta replace sîcain. A
special canal will tap the hthone aI a point, te secure a
100 tans ai waler per seconîd, liaving a faIt ai iorty.throe
feet,

Disraeli was once quizzed for bis quizzical allusion 10
the IlAumerican " language. That tangue exists. When
visitars ta the Eiffel Tower nuake the ascension by the
nortb pillar, as saan as the guard bas closed the carniage
door, hoe draws from bis packet a guide, in Fren~ch and
IlAmerican," for the Tawer, casting only tbree soirs. The
Figaro bas another IlCuriouiby ai Literature," in ils state-
ment that one of tho youngest nuenibers ai the new Eng-
lisb parliament is Earl Beacansieid's son IlConingsby,"
namod aiter one of bis papa's navels. The paper inigbt
bave at toast dubbed him Il Sir " Disraeli, ta pair witb

Lord " Gladstone.
Theatrîcat critic Sarcey-a name ta conjure with-has

discavered the imoans ta resuscitatq the decadence ai tho
French stage ; lot Parisian draumatisîs and actors sludy tbe
theatrical represonlabions given aI the seaside penny galild!
Thespis sung ballade iram a carl, and Matière and bis
troupe served their apprenticeabip at country fairs.

At a recent cyclist cantest aI Raincy, the first prize
wa@ wan by a wheeler witli a waoden log; lie nover
11 bivered bis timbers. " Z.


