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WB bad reason for feeling assured that the confidence Of the Conservativewas sincere, and it appoared likely to be not altogether unfounded, thougiMr. Mowat's majority, including the almost certain fruits of bis Gerrymander was, as we said before, too large to ho pulled down without a grealchange of public opinion. The event bas shown, bowever, that, whateve,the Protestant feeling against Roman Catholio domination might be, theparty lines were stili tco strong for it. Nor was any attempt made on thepart of Mr. Meredithi to satisfy the people that ho liad men about hini whcwould bo comipetent to maniage their alfairs in the event of powrbigtas
ferred to bis hands. Tbe Uerryiaider bias told, and we bave received awarning of the danger in which Constitutional Government may ho placedif the party which 'bas thic majority is to bc at liberty, both to redistributethe constituencies at plea4ure, and to dhissolve the Legislature wben itpleases. But about thîe lkiost notable feature of the election is the mienac-ing growth in the east cf the Province of the Fronch eloment, the vote ofwhich was of course cast for the* allies of the Roman Catholic Cburch. Theadjurations of Liborals to disregard race an([ religion are not beeded by theirFrench confodorates ; nor ean the time bo far distant wbien the British andProtestant eloent iii thîis Province will ho broughit to bay, and compolledto Makte a stand against tho advancing tide cf encroachnient. But tbemovement whieb lias oîow commenced, and which is likely hencefortb tofurnish the dividing lino botween parties in this Province, must find aleader of its own. It cannot ho led witlî any prospect of success by onewhose hands aru tiod liko tliose of Mr. Meredith, by connection with aFrench and Roman Cathohic party at Ottawa. The Labour Party inToronto lias donc its utîîîost, but witlîout success. No onie can ho moreheartily desirous than we are of seoing the opinions and interests of thewage-earners thorouglily well represented in the Legislature ; yet ive cannotbewail thie defeat cf canididates brouglit forward with the too exclusive.tamp cf a class upon thein, and in a spirit cf antagonismn to the communityat large, whicb the comîinunity lias donc nothiing to deserve. That theprolonged continuànce of the saine party in office, with an Opposition tooweak to exorcise ai, efrective cointrol over the Govornient, is not a goodthing in itself, and that ilI tliît respect the event is not matter for rejoic.ing, would bo admxitted by aIl wlîo look only tc thie interests of Con8ti.tutional Governuinent, and iinay be said without (leparting from a strictlyneutral point of view.

A NOTE of admiration is the oinhy comment on the pohitical hiteratureupon which thc civilised public cf Ontario lias been feasting for te h c astmontb. The craviing of Canadianis cf our generation for this descriptionof mental food secles to ho iingrained and incurable, hike tbe passionfor faction fights, whicli are always growing miore senseless as the issuesupon whichi the factions were criginally forned recode further into the past.If they relinquish it for a mloment it is cnly to return te it witb increasedappetite. But î,ew forces bogin te work in the public mi, and the tasteof the next genoration will lmot ho the saine as that of the prescrnt, Somuch, we think, eveni the result of our own experimeont warrants us insaying.

TnÂT an Ehection is a nuisance, fow citizens of Ontario, after theexperience of the last thre weeks, wiIl deny. lIt stirs up ail the badpassions, sows the seeds cf strife in the community, fioods the countrywith calumnny, and pollutes ail the public questions which are suckod intoits niuddy vortex, to say îiothîing cf the waste, or worse than waste, ofmoney, and tho disturbance cf trade, To avoid multiplying elections, asweIl as to, presorve the integrity of the Constitution, it is most dosirablethat Parliaments, iu the absence cf anY constitutional necessity for anappeal te the country, sbeuld be allowed to sit for their full legal terni.An appeal bas been made to Englisi, precedents in support of the doctrinethat Parhianients are hiable to dissolution, without reference to constitu.tional necessity, at any Lime when a new olection suits the convenience ofthe party in power. The appeal is groundless ; Bnglisb rules, amidst thefiercenese of the recent party struggles, and with the reins in a lady's

hand, May have lost somnething of their salutaryticssbu they hvflot been relaxed to so monstrous an extentas hi. j 184 SrR brPeel having, like Pitt, taken office with a minority, appealed, like Pitt, te6the country. In 1837 Parliament was dissolved upon the death of King
'William IV. In 1841 the Whig Qovernmcnt, having been defeated byone vote on a motion of want of confidence, appealed to the country. In1847 Lord John R4ussell appealed to the country upon taking office wi'th aminority. In 1852 Lord Derby did the saine thing upon a like occasion-In 1857 Lord Palmerston appealed to the country against the adverse Voteof the flouse of Commons on the Chinese policy of the Government. In
s1859 Lord Derby appealed to the country against the condemnationi Of hissReformi Bill. ln 1865 Parliament hall completed the six years whichforai its customary, tbough seven years are its legal, term,ana rs

election accordîngly took place. In 1868 Gladstone having, as the leadertof the Opposition, carried bis resolution in favour of the Disestablishwent
rof the Irish Churcli Disraeli resigned, but afterwards agreed to an appealto the country, which, after a delay of some months, took place. InJanuary, 1874, Gladstone sprang a dissolution on the country with themost disastrous resuits to his party ; but he had been defeated not long*before on the Irish Universities Bill, so that bis dissolution had in sOn"emeasure the cbaracter of an appeal from an adverse vote, and might be*deemed necessary in order to ascertain whether the Government ad theconfidence of the country. In 1880, when Disraeli dissolved, the custoniarY

proofsix years bad nearly run out, and Sir Stafford Northcote epano
Whitsuntide, which publiecovnec decided in favour Of the former
Thus the dotieo redissolutions and elections at the Prime Minister'Spleasure finds no real confirmation in the record of British practice. Itwas a great mistake, if it could possibly have been avoided, to leave a8y-thing in the Canadian Constitution to unwritten usage and tradition.Miese may control Public men in the Old Country, but our colonial POlî-ticians were sure, like the Ameriéans, to use their legal powers to theutmost. The place of unwritten usage and tradition in England Musthere bc supplied by the authority of the Governor-General, who embodiesEnglishi usage ankl tradition. It is to be hoped that is Excellency W11never grant a dissolution except for cause stated hy the Privy Council inwriting, and that, in deciding whether the cause stated is sufficient, hl' Wi11exorcise his discretion in the interest, flot of the party in power, but il thatof the whole community. If the GoenrGeea' office is to be nothiflgbut a mask for bad practices, and a veil to bide from Democracy its needsand dlangers, the salary is worse than wasted.

A PRcOnpr3TOoNIST, incensed at wbat hie deems the betrayal of the causeby Mr. Blake, and venting bis wrath in the Mlail, speaks of Canada as "adrink-enslaved country," and as calling for deliveranco fromn "la worse thanEgyptian bondage." Now, id this true, or is it a rhetorical figmentl 1sCanada really drink.ensîaved, and in a state of Egyptian bondage toliquor 1 Tbat is the fundarnental question. Nobody will deny that inlextraordinary cases of necessity ordinary rights and liberties must giveway. In time of war or pestilence dealings witb private property andpersonal habits wbicb at anly otber time would ho tyranny are warrantedby the suprerne law of public salvation. If the people of Canada bavereally lost their power of self-control, and are perishing of drunkeiflcs,it may be rigbt to impose upon their personal habits restrictions whicb aFrenchmnan or a Spaniard would spurn. It may be rigbt that the hiquorshops should be f orcibly closed ; only that in this case, as when in the caseof war or pestilence private property is seized or destroyed for the benefitof the State, the loss, unlesa pbilanthropy acopelyasou utC9will be borne by the community, not thrown upon the trade. But thefact, as ,it appears to us, is that the people of Canada, instead of havilglost their self-control, are a temperate and a progressively temperate nation*Nothing can be more Positive than the testimony borne by those who bavepassed long lives in the country to the improvement which has taken Placein the habits of its citizens. Even in the citios, whero intemperallce lI05tprevails, the number of people seen drunk is small compared with thenumber in the great cities Of England, and most of the cases brouglit befOrethe magistrates are those of unassimilated immigrants, whose nationalitYit would be invidious to specify, On the Prohibition platforin it bas beenasserted that the number of annual deathi fromn drink is ten tbousafldisometbing like baîf the total number of adult male deaths in-the country;and even this proportion bas, we believe, been exceeded in the transportsof enthusiastic declamation. The Canadian Mortuary Statistica for Octobergive two cases of deatb from drink; in those for Novetaber there is ]lot


