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hold difficulties, it seems ta me it is always at the wrong moment, and lino
harm is done than good." I have had a great deal of that kind of thing
contend with," chimed in a third lady; "lbut I think 1 have pretty well cur
my husband of it by trying the experiment of giving up the housekeeping
hiim cntircly for a fortnight, without hielping himi by any suggestions or interfi
ing at ail. And the result was that hie ivas glad enough to surrcnder flie rei
ta me again !He would have it that one getieral order in th flicorning wv
enough for the whole establishment, and that everything w'ould. work properl
and fallinjta its natural place, if only matters werc only left alone. Sa
fallowed out his awn plan, and found, as you may suppose, that the weekly hi
ran up to double their usual aniaunt, the servants got drcadfully carelcss, ai
ali hi; littie pet comforts and indulgences werc overlooked and neglectecl.
felt very triumphant, 1 can tell you, whien at last lie ivas obliged ta, own thut
ivas the best manager, after ail!

" If they could only a/i be brouglit ta own that," said tlic lady wsho lia
opencd the discussion, "lwhat a good thing it would be for us !If aur wor
which is mare important ta them than they know, wverc given its fuli vaine, ar
its little homeiy details, wvhich seem so trivial and are really so neccssary, we:
recognisei as part of tlic household machinery, and not sneered at as Ilusele
fîîssing," it would give us a much highcr interest and pleasurc iii ftilfilling ai
appoin ted tasks. Wie must Ilpatter " more or less over themi; and we cann
he]p it. Just look at the timie it takes (setting aside ordcring dinner and nmarke
ing, ta sort the househald lineni and keep it in order every week, ta put dow
the accounts accuratcly, and ta superintend the nursery or the sehool rooni, (

perhaps bath, while kceping a watchful eye over the kitchen. Unlcss ive ai
rich enough ta keep a large staff of competent servants, we îîîust do al] tIi
ourselves ; and cven arranging flowcrs, tidying a rooni, and xvriting a illez
takes time. Ouir husbands' wardrobes arc under aur charge, toa, and the
thousand little wants and crotchets must be aur constant study. And yet ties
men iakc it ail for granted, and say wc have nothing ta do, and niit lie o
the sofa ail day and read îîovels if we liked. Lt %vould serve tlienii righit if w
did, I think. But ive 1, are too conscientiaus." And tiiereupon tiiere ivas
laugh, and the discussion ended. But it left a permanent impression on mi
mmnd ta, the effeet that a more full and perfect recognition of women's work Pe
se-domestic. îlot professional-wauld be a far greater stcp toîvards advancin
the social position of women in gencral thai tlic attempt ta confer upan then
masculine prvileges, xvhich few rcally desire, and fewer stîli rîghtly understanc
- .7h e Queen.

I3UTTERFLY WOMEN.

Tt was a palefaced, carewoin, premnaturely aId wornan who said, coniplain
irgly-"l Hail the women in the world do their duty and that of the otlier liai
as well," and ioaking at the speaker, anc was convinced uipon thec spot, what
ever hier part in it, it: was decidedly too much for bier, but wbilst a thrill o
sympathetic pity went forth for the sufferer, there came unbidden the question
Why need there be tlîis uinlawfuil division of labour in the feminine partian o
humanity ? for it is truc that, whilst some are the nicre butterfiies of life th<
labour of the hive not being ta their taste, the flowcrs and s'înshine wooini
them ta the sweets, the warmth and brightncss, this is ail thcy crave, aIl tlîey
wiIJ have îvhcther it bc a small or large return for their search ;h flcI wili " is
the same ta enjay. The determination is ta overcome every hindrance ta tlic
accomplishment of it.

This state of feeling is not by auy means confinced ta the wealthy or tlic
noble whose position and means ta the hutubler classes of society, have but anc
appearance, and that is how ta spend their maney, bow use their position for
the gctting of the greatcst gratification ; that such have any duties, any biglier
denai upon their tinie and talents, does flot scem ta be expcctcd. 'fa dress,
eat, dance, attend parties, halls, theatres, is the sum of thcir existence, and if
the newspapers show good reports of these, with minute details appertaining, ta
such doings, why tiese favoured anes have acted out their little life, and deseive
the glowing descriptions upon the marble above theru îvhen tlicy lie forgotten
beneath. But neither high nor low have a chance position, and ta cadi are
duties allotted, the Il nature," no matter how cnshriued, is the saine, a tilde
may stand before the name or the plainer desiguation, yet if cither chaose the
buttertly existence it is precisely the same as to the searching after flowers, flic
only differenc is in tlic flowers ; and the îvarking classes have women aniongst
themn just as cager to sit in the pit of a theatre, ta ivear clieap jewellcry, ta be
foremost at the hop, and in flic attainiment of these their duties are delegatcd
ta others, or if this be not possible, left tîndone. But it is miot with the hlighi
or low, but the middle class. There is a mare fatal iniscliief: thase womcn
wvho have ta txercise economy upon cvery side-the wivcs of mcii vho are
flourishing in their pursuits to-day are crippled, harassed on tlie morrow. Iii
these days ivives aie mare subject ta revolutions iii position and mens tlîaii at
any former period, and it is this that makes 50 mnany premnaturely ageci-that
causes the furrowed braw before the years of life xvould produce the tell-taie
lines. To live Ilseemingly" as in the affluent past, what does it mean ? Weary
brains, aching limibs, iri-itile tlnipers. Thos.e are lia butterfiies, but tlie busy

ire of the busiest bees - these ivoien oughit ta have monuments Iilîihr thian any
ta, yet raised for great achievements, if the Il viii" xvere taken listead of the
cd deeds ; for there is no mistaking their earnest unseIfûshuesi, tlîeîr long days of
ta, denial of self. Contrasting their rigid adherence ta duty, the fulfilling of honme
r- demiaids xvith tliose who shirk these, or put the doing on ta othci s. there does

lis scni an inequality as ta the division of this xvorld's gond tliings- saine get aIl
as the hioîcy, soniîe ail tlic gaîl. Tlîe xvorkers in the hive tell yoîi tlîat tile idlerg,
[y, beside adroitly avoiding the xvork, jnîst as adroitiy secure flic smiiles and euee
le of the husband-tbat they scm in fact more cared for than the hlîcprnates xvho
Ils are snch in deed as well as naine. This also is a fact, and it i3 becalise of this
id fact that il: beconies necessary for tHe wvorkers ta leave the %vork and sit quietly,
I calmly ta think, not witb tlîcir knitting, btit for once ta sit absolutcly idle, thecir
i bands still, tlieir braiii alone working, and tlie cessation of liand labotir niay

briîîg tlîeîî toa îkîiowledgc w-hy tîjeir btifly sisters sectire ail they crave, bnît

.d fiail 'La get.
k, First tlici the bus.v woiîna, wbuse homaue is lier ivorid, is as a ride Iltoa
id bnisy." Slic Lacks the strcngtlî of body to carry out thec intenîtians of tlic %'ill,
re the nerx-ons systemi is taxed beyond endurance iiilher efforts ta accompiish the
ss xvondcrfîil atdniixtnîre of combiniiîg a siender kiiaxlcdgc of tîvo or three

ir trades iotao actiial xvorkiwianship, su thc househiold machinery is ever and arion
ot gettîng,, ont of urder thironigh axer xvorking. Is it possible for oîîe pair of hands
t- ta take up tlic varions trades one knows is being carricd out iii numberless
n hounles ? '1o hegin xvithlich kitelien, ta bc confectioner aiid baker is a great
ir achievenict; a 1îaiiftlly sîîîiliîîg bccaîîsc thorougbly xveary, wxomnan xvill sit at lier
c table and sec yoii consume iii a few moments what lias kept lier over a hot
is stove for liaurs ta lîrepare. acccpting gratcfnlly as a miedal of honour yaur
u encoînihnîs on lier skill in this departiînt. Froni tlic kitchen i lic liurries ta

ir tlîc nursery, hiere, shc rc(Jiircs to exer-cise mîore faith than kniowlcdge about the
e business of tlic tailor, theîî, as tiîre is gcîîerally a mîixture of the sexes in a

n faînily suce lias ta coîlîpete with licî drcssnîakcr and iilliner, and so lier busy
e round of lite gocs au, too busy ta do miore than look at tlîe book slîe bears bier

a brittertly sister sa entliusiastic aver, cnx-yiig tlie enjoymneit, sic dare not takc,

y ofteui rebellions au tlic long c-nitinuc(l denial of self, wvonderiîîg Iliai the one,
rneglectful of' duties she is hiastening on lier sanids of life ta accomplish, cau

g preserve lier gond iiaturcd indifférenîce and fliîîg back the mcrry rcpartee of lier

1lînsbanid, whlî sliuts liii cyes' ta -tlie dîsorder-, sa Ionuîas lie secures exemption
froi tlic irritabiliuy luIs miCiglîliur or friend umore favouired in1 order lias ta put
up) witl. Fonr as a mIle the easy goîing peuople, as tluey areý called, arc the
better temlpercd, fr-oîî tlîc fact tlic îîeî vans systeili is not iîîterfered xvith, and
amî cihre caiuies the truc solution of wvly so m:uiîy excellent ivives find them-
selves by degrees dwiiidling juta flic rîlere lioîiisekcîîer. 'lhle plîysical structure
of' tlie niother camîuot hear tlie pressure of flic luonisckcep)cr's cares, wbemî ta these

fare sa umîîversally added nuniberlcss otiiers ; anîd it. is this nîultiplicity that

-nînkes s0 many s ilemît, sa iuaîîy tinhappy homnes-the ovcrtaxed mnature eau na

nimore cotîtrol irritable outbîîrsts of temper than the coninmand of the Dane ta
stop) tlic tide, and îîîan prefers confart before anything cIsc, and after aIl is
buit a senisible animal iii his preference. Wlîeui the wxcary %vifc e\ilibits the little

ecoat and untmentionables as lîroofs of lier skîll and saving of lus piirse strings,

hie is as iikcly as nat ta renîark some defîî iency iiiflic fit, aud forgetfuil wh'at lias
i)cen flic cast iiiftie daing-, rc,îîemnbers pretty keeffly flic iiable wvords bis
untimely criticismîî called forth, indulging in sanie far from laverlike thougbts of
tlic gloomîîy silent wifc stitclîing away as if foi dear life.

'l'le liusband in a sense appreciates bis carefuil saving wife, but as a mIle
xvould sootier pay the tailor if by doing lie secured iniîluiiinity froiftbe endless
changes of tlic lîoîîselold baronieter :sunsiuc as only sumner eau bring, is
not Il xvîtlîn " naiy homnes, Il tliere " it is toa often breezy, witli fitful clotîds
tlîreateniiîg stormis, anîd sa it xviii ever be tuntil tîîe heads of bouseholds perforni
tlîeir part iin tlîe mnagement of tliese by firmly Il kindly " secing the ivives are
miat using nip ticir dear life's blaod in their attempis of combining too many
caliings for amie ta do WIitIit injUniy ta lîealth, camfort and tenîper. There are
saîîîc waîncn equiring a ivord of cautioiî,the Il îeeds " of a family are se,
many, tliese tax evcry uîother xvho sliouîd not btîrdemî lierself w'ithlic le " iants,"P
ît is oftcn these that are the last straws upon the canîel's back. How many
stitches are xvearily stitclîed ta niake sirnply a comnpetitian xvith other cîiildren,
nat titat sucli chîanges arc îîeeded, but becatîse fashion appears in it, and ta, be
beliud the god, liorrors, stitcli ta tlie banc !stitclî tili tlîe chimes warn you the
boums of amiotlier day are running aff-you have se, maîîy stitelies ta put in tiese
fanicifuil garmelîts, you have îlot finie ta show your lave for tlie little iveaers-
flie good-îîigit kiss is given with fluslied clîecks, a lînirried, abscent, ofteni impatient
mîaîîîer, xvhilst you are iii agounies of fear you xvill îot get tlirouglî with the
allotted task. Let simpier garîîents clotlîe flic yaung fomîîs-yonî are but
dropping seeds of a future large cmop of vanity iii the yotnîg lîearts, if the little
anes sec your eager anxiety for the mere outside-vili they niat enlarge uipon
your cxaîîple ; far better for your heaitlî, for tlîcir future, tlîat you let tlîe god of
faslîioîî pags lîeedlessly by-it is liot enough ta lave youir chîiidreîî, ta bind tlîeîî
ta you; shoic your love, neyer be tao busy ta foîîdle aîîd camess tlien; kisses
ivill Èive in tue memory xvheu youm stitches ivili neyer be tliought of, w'ith these
icssened, your irritable ivords xviii blossom iiîto smiles and as the ivise memi af
aid said: "l Xour childmeu shail risc up and cail you blessed, yaur lîusbauîd aise,
slîall uimaise you, anîd ta add ta the promise ' continue ' ta love yotm."

6o6


