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ately followed, and the land got too soft to work on, making
further sowing almost an impossibility for weeks, except in
a few cases where, to use the expressive language of some
correspondents, the seed was ‘‘ puddled ’’ in. While those
on high, light, or well drained land have made fair headway
with their spring seeding, the bulk of farmers were not more
than half way through with that work in the second week of
May, a most unusual record for Ontario. However, farmers
were ready and eager to get on the land with the first ap-
pearance of dry weather, and while some correspondents were
taking a rather gloomy view of the situation others were
most hopeful that with the advent of warm weather there
would be a quick advance in the growth of spring crops.
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WHAT PARLIAMENT DID
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‘For~ Finance and Commerce During the Past Sessnon——
Work of Lawmakers Reviewed.

(From Our Parlia,rnentary'Correspondent:)
¥ TORET P . Ottawa, May zsm.
"Thé Yession just closed has been quite- ummponant “from
the' stanidpodint of the business man.
in the tariff except minor changes in the sugar duties which

| guarantee was ample.

‘Nuo“chinges were made,

brought up again, for discussion,. the practical workings. of |

V ;hc. Bmtwsh,,p;eference
| case mdy, be, it"is” evidenf that Qhetlmpqrters will, always
obtain the bést price obtainable, ‘and it is natural that they

Whateyer the, facts in this partmular‘

| should combine to reap for: themsplves the benefit of any,

prefe?ent(al tatiff rather than' o ‘present it to the, consumer.
i w The budg'et debate’ and the.tariff.discussions generally
’ but little coherent or ynited | ¢ffort towards any radical cbange
’4 in the general customs' act: . . The Ontario members on both
b $idés favored increasing “the. duties upon -hog-and hog pro- |
~ductsand ‘menbers from York County and the Niagara’ dis-
tnct were, as usual, insistent upon a specific_ instead of an
“ad avalorem duty to protect. fresh fruit and garden products.
‘ The Loal“duties were' ‘hlSCUSSéd more at length than usual.
| Two members fropi-Nova Scptiz’ urged intreased duties, but
| one or two western n_ipmbers adVOtated free coal or at least
unrestricted” rec:proclly There was a strong demand for
increased . duty upon: ‘woolens. ~ Mr. Thiburn, of North
-Lanark, a practical woolen man, made out  what seemed ‘to

be an una.nswerab]e case, but on the other hand Mr. Low, |
Ok, South ‘Renfrew, a. no less practical man, engaged in the

busmess, declared the present duties to be entirely adequate.

. Not unnaturally, the Government has dllowed the ‘tariff to |

~ remain unchanged.
The French Treaty.

! The French treaty as amended is not ratified as yet by
exther ‘the French ot the Canadian, parliament. It may come |
up at the next session, by which time it is not unhkely that
a trade connection with Germany wnll “be ready for sub-
mission. It is also possible that by November some changes
(i “the United States customs act may call for limited reci-
progity or retaliation.” \
o the decennial _revision .of the Bank Act. and to the passage
! of the Insurance Act. It prpmlses to. be pre- -eminently a
' fiscal ses§iomy ;. v

one

o The. vau hvm"ur head throughom whﬂe tha Ganida i

L;fe Bill was’ umfer consideration. _The: “two or. three |

appeals to class prejudice, based upon the“great wealth of the |

~corporation : and ltS'?'?@sxden‘t ‘but it cannot be said that they

7

; carried weight. ;rhe'fllembers discussed. the bill. quite freely
Lim fcom.tmtee ~and  informally: am emsglyes,; but a
. tule, without bmernéss 3 Pﬂ%gs?'f“" to ‘bg énhreblfa
z to invested Q_ﬂ_p“?lq: I_1lekﬂy that’ ;b; hﬂl ‘Would have
é gone over until next session in order to. give mvre time for

e ts to bb heard from; had not _the ﬁnﬁgmﬁem
‘: made 1t§ i’mfai“"ﬁfdé}”and ‘ﬁttli,allyi‘ g0 S)‘Wf‘""ﬁlh
§ Senat z'm”u;g{c‘:e{l’ent mea.sau;J«wﬁrgklmumtrd«
! duced last_session, discissed in ‘the ‘Senate ‘aid “gédérally

ghpwed mote or 'less dxssanst‘attibn with this.ahd that duty,

Next session will also be devoted to b

commended. He proposes to. have raxlway compames incor-
porated by letters patent subJect to supervision and control
by the Railway Commission: The railway committée of -the
House is an unwieldy body, containing nearly 200 members
and its proceedings are carried on in a cloud of smoke amld
a babel of voices and general confusion. It is seldom that
any bill presented does not go through. True there is a
model bill ‘which is usually followed, and the charter is thus
apparently hedged around with. restrlctxons, but these chart-
ers are renewed time and time again, and great tracts of
country are blanketed 'in advance “of ‘settlemert. " Some of
these charters are eventually sold to one of the transcontx-

nentals, but the system, as a whole, is qulte unsansfactory
Crand Trunk Pacific Loan.

The ‘loan to the Grand Trunk Pacific, after some dis-
cussion, went through without dissent. The $3o,ooo,ooo loan
to the C.P:R., which was paid before maturzty, was a strong
Mr Fielding also” showed ‘that the Grand Trunk
The opposition complamed however,
that the common stock of the G.T.P. had been pledged to
the G.T.R.; and insisted that some of it should be turned
over as security to the government.

By the time the Insurance Bill came back to the House
from .the banking ang commerce committee, it had been
planed and polished and the corners cut off until nothmg
‘shuch was Teft for controversy except ‘the tax udpon fire“in-
_surance poligies | igsued by the New England Mutuals and
other unlicensed. fareign vwmpames u Mr, Eneldm in. dé
fending thé ‘tax; “said tHat-4¢ was' quite illogical to put" M:!rder!s
and restrictions® upon’ Caniddidn ‘cotiipaniest and foreign co
panies seeking a domm}g»m ‘Canada, a.p:d thfn to exp0§e
them to unresmcted competition from companies which do
not. comply with our regulanons He''said th,at thé‘“b’ M A,,
which had opposcd prohlbmng ‘these companies;.. ha,d n.o o
jection to a reasonable ‘tax ‘or penalty 1t was. merely
question as to the amount, =" = e g
- On, the other hand,. those. -opps osed to the tax clalm,ed ,‘(1)
“that the Canadian cbmpanies "w re nét’ p’repatseﬁ to ca‘h'y’ 41l
the insurance; (2) thatithey inclined-to combination and high
rates; and (3) that they remsured many of theu: own risks in
these same unlicensed forelgn compames i

The bill pagsed the House with_ the dxstmct understand-
ipg that it should not. beco;ne a law at thi ses'sxon Next
SeSSlOn the bill, as it passed@thp'Housfa, wﬂl be mtroauced als
a hew b1ll thxs nme in thé Senate ¥

precedent
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Many visitors “attended” the ‘first’ sa]e of lots ‘in 'Prince
Rupert townsxte which took plaCe in Vancouver this. week.
 This' ‘sale.was the. most unique-of. its. kind, “because for. the
Lfirst’ time real estate in-a. townsite, already plotfed. out, . ‘with
‘many streets opéned, sxdewalkq laid, eta;wis offered ‘Not
only was the sale the largest of its kind, Since about” 2,400
ots -were offered in the first instance, but Prince ‘Rupert-has
£emerged1 as a city without having. ‘had to go through the
lsmall. town "stage such as marked- the- estabhshment of Vau-
[couver;+ Seattle, Portland and’ other.. riflway terminii om the
{Pamﬁt‘ Coast. It is remarkéble “wheén pne thinks® of it; and
it 1§ t"héSe cxrcumstam:es whlch-‘wxll gwe the v_a'ﬁre 6. the lots.
 Many fntendmg Buyers are on hand and the bi dmg is keen.
iOn the first day of selling’ $400,600 was mvested in Prince
Rupert lots,” $236,000 worth of property being bought up in
ithe first two: hours: Half ;of the. buying was done’ by Van-
l<:ouv<-:r residents, while puxchasem;fmm Seattle, Wlnnlpe;g’
‘Ca;dqu,‘fdwka and other points were ,mﬂemﬁdw There
anoomd ﬂ‘swb ots

.was an attendanemofe
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