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A DOCTOR'S LIFE ýIN WESTERN CANADA
The country doct:or at homc-and, in fact, ail memrbers of thepublic hea th service-often have to do duty -tnder difficuities, but

they are as notbing compared witb tbc experiences of men ont in-the great wild west of Canada. It was our privilege the otber day
to sec a letter from one who bas spent about fiftcen months i11 an
isolated station, and wc think some account of bis work wvi1l be ofinterest. Tbe writer suys :-" Often in tbe course of my practicein the country 1 bave rnany weird and pecuhiar expcriences; and1 think some of my old professors and doctors iinfaîrniiar witb
anytbing other than city work woffld look askance at some of thethings I have to dIo, especiall'v in i-ny obstetrical work, of wbicb Ido a considerable amorint, as the Westcrncrs are ver *v prolific.
Many times 1 have to be' nuirse andl,doctor an(l get my own meals.Among tbe German and Russiau settiers, wbo live in small sbacks,
sometimes only one room, 1 bave some fnnny experiences. Someof the families cannot speak Englisb, and my knowledge of Ger-man, etc., is very limited, and the motions f bave to go througb
would make one tbink I was a Jew. However,' they are verygrateful as a ruie, and one gets some almost belpless cases, as tbeytry everytbing in the caleudar first before sending for a doctor.I bave some very long drives to make sometimes; will drive fortyor fifty miles on one trip. 0f course, during the summer it is notso unpleasant, as I drive a car, and the roads and trails, wbentbcy are good, are unsnrpassed. But now, sýince wiuter bas set iu.witb the mercur 'y banging around 30 degrees and 40 degrees belowzero, and a blinding blizzard on, and the trails obscured, believeme wben 1 say, it is awful. It seems that whcn the weatber isroughcst and the nigbts c.oldest and darkest, then do I bave the
most work to do."

The " nigbt bell " at borne is n'ot a welcomc sound to the tiredpractitioner after a bard dav's work. Yet few get sucli exper-iences as the following :-" A few nights ago 1 was callcd out toa case in the country-a very cold nigbt. The road was scarcelybroken; I was feeling tired and auxions to go to bcýd. It wasmidnigbt when the caîl came in. I got my team and slcigh andgot ont to tbe place; lnckily it was only a few miles. I bad toremain there for two or tbrce bours, leaving there about 4 a.m.


