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of those upon whom He conforred authority
to take up His toaching. They are firat to
obtain, like Him, & firm hold upon Divine
truth, They are to bs appointed and ordained
with formal authorily to preach and to teach
it. Aund they are to commend its power in a
holy life.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[The name of Correspondent mustin a1l cases be enclosed
with letter, but will not be published unless desired. The
Editor willnot hold kimself responsible, however,for any
opinlons expreseed by Correspondental, '

THE PROPOSED UNIFICATION OF THE
CHURCH.

‘ No. III
To the Editor of the Church Guardian:

TEngland heing our best exemplar in matters
ecolesiastical, it will be well to see what has
been the actual practice with reference to the
Synods of the Exarchate.

One of the earliest instances of a National
Synod, or union of Synods Provincial into one
body, ie tbat of the Council of Whitby, A.D.
664, which is remarkable for the action taken
in reference to «ppeals to Rome, Since that
time as many as forty-five such unions of the
Provinoial Synods of Canterbury and York have
poen held. Somo of these were legatine Synods
summoned by a legate a latere in the Pope's
name; but more wore oalled together by the
suthority of the Archbishop of Cunterbury, as
Primato of all England, in accordance with the

owers given to him by the Great Council of
%indsor, beld in the year 1072. Of couree the
Jegatino Synods form no precedent for Cannda;
nor do tbe national Synods called together by
any supposed power residing in the Archbishop
‘of Capterbury by virtue of the  Constitution”
of Windsor. This Council of Windsor was a
mixed council, consisting of the King and
Queen, many of tho oivil persons of high
dogree, as well as of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, the Metropolitan of York, and thirtecu
Bishops : 80 that the * Constitution” had high
ecolomastionl anthority. But its civil sanoctions
sre the great argument sgainst it. = 1t was for
stato purposes that the Constitution was passed.
For his own ends William the Conqueror de-
gired that the Archbishop of York should be
gubservient to the Archbishop of Canterbary.
An Arohbishop of York bad crowned the Con-
queror in Westminstor Abbey; apother Arch-
bishop of York might perform the same office
for & rival in York Minster, Bat such sub
sorvience was & picce of Eraslianism. And
while wo desire & Joint Synod combined from
all the oxisting Provincial Synods, this can only
be done by common consent and agreemont,
The Constitution ran thus :—*If the Arohbish-
op of Cunterbury desired to convene a Synod,
whorever that might be, tho Archbishop of
York, with all those subject to him, should pre-
gont themsolves and yield obedience to all
Canonical Commands” For contnries this
« Constitution” has been acted upon, and Na
tional Synods, or Synods of the Exarchate bave
been held in England, Lanfranc convened five
such Synods; from Anselm, his successor, to
Cranmer, in 1537, there wore seven others; and
tho Northern and Soathern Provinoial Synods
wero also inviled in 1540 for ths investigation
of ihe marriage of King Henry VIII to Anne
of Cleros; none of theee being legatine Synods,
but all convered by authority of the Archbishop
of Canterbury by the Constitution of Windsor.
There is therotore no lack of presecription for
suoh Synods,

There has beon various courses pursued in
England for seouring the authority of a national
Synod, without the Synod itself. Aad asit is
poseible that similar suggestions may be made
at Winnipeg, it may be well to irdicate them.,

The first i8, by {ransacting the same dusiness
. simultaneously tn the different provinces, This
plan was followed when the provinoial Synods
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of Canterbury und York were held concarrently,
and on the same business, ove at Lambeth, the
other at Beverley, in 1261. Bat it is evident
that such & plan would be but impatiently re-
garded in these days of rapid thought and
quick exeocution; aad the Synods might pass
contrary deoisions, which wonld be awkward.
The second is, by disoussing the business first
in one Synod and then sending drafts of the
procoedings for the sanotion of the others. But
this operation would be tedioms, and again

would this method be suitable where there are
several Provincial Sypods at great distances
from each other.

The third bas been by admitting proxies

from the other Provincial Synods to the meet-
ings of some one Synod, presumably the largest,
or the oldest, or the most important. This
mode of proceeding was adopted in reference to
the establishment of the Book of Common
Prayer in 1661. But here again the proceeding
is cumbrous and, what is the most fatal defect
of all, does not provide proper representation
for the bodies who send the proxies. Szch a
plan msay be considerod, as the Provost of
Trinity has expressed it, ** out of court.”
There remains ouly one method which has
the sanction of antiquity and common sense,
and that is, the inviting of the Provincial
Synods into one assembly, thus forming an
sugust body properly representing the whole
Church of Hogland in Canada, and so rightly
deserving the name of & Naticnal Synod, This
bas been the case in several of the National
Synods referred to above.

The Archbishop of Canferbury (ses Church
Quarterly Review, Oct. 1887), *‘ has been under-
stocd to suggest a free conference of the two
convocations in both hooses, . . The con-
forence would not be a Synod; it would debate,
agree and conclude, but the Synodical decree
would follow in the respective Provinces apart.
Where the mind of each province was clearly
asceriuined, the Synodical act would be a
matter of course,” :
This is tho best solation of the difficulty as
regards the Provineial 8ynods of England, Bat
in this country where the case has no impedi-
ments from the legal bords of & Church estab
lishment, the simplest plan woald be for the
Provinecial Syncds to bas constituted either as
they now are, or according to a readjusted tor-
ritorial division, each Provineial Synod to have
its own Metropolitan ; for the Provincial Syn-
ods each to elect delegates to the National
Synod, the number to be hereafter determined
aporn, the time and place io be settled at the
first meoting of the National Synod ; sud then
tor the Metropolitana to elect their own chief|
to summon and preside at the National Synod,
with the tillo of Arohbishop. This would be
botter than to make each Metropolitan an Arch-
bishop, giving the president of the central body
tho appellation of Primate; it being contrary
to the genins of this country to multiply lordly
titles. This plan is simple, feasible, and church-
ly. There would be no conflict of jaricdiction,
tho law clearly laying dowp the rights and
owers ¢f the new Budy. There would be no
basty adoptioh of novel methods, to be changed
by and by from pressure of circumsiances to
the wiser and more tried system of the Church
in every century.
1t only remains to indicate the probable pro-
codure, of which an example is furnished for
us by an ancient National Syuod, that of Lin-
don, A,D., 1075, in accordance the temor of
some old Canons, and atter consultation with
some aged and experienved men who could
remember the ancient praotice of the Anglo
Suxon Church. (My anthority is that of Mr.
Wayland Joyce in his Acts of the Church.) The
prelates baving taken their places in the order
of their respeotive consecrations, and silence
provailed, the Gospel, **I am the Good Shep-
herd " was read, Collects were said, and the

Veni Creator sung. After the sermon, the

equally might educe conflicting resolutions, nor.

Archbishop explained the cause of the meeting ;
formal business was introduced by the offisials,
and discussed, The votes were taken, the
decision reduced to writing, signed and sesled
by the Archbishop, and signed by the other
members of the assembly. ’
The framers of the Constitutions and prinsi-
ples of our Diocesan and Provineial Synods
have been judiciously conservative, and have
followed the best models. The same men can
be safely trusted to conmsiruct and frame the
order of 3 National Synod. Let us hope that
with all the light which bhas slready basn
thrown upon the master by the previous econsid .
eration of it in the various Diocesan Synods,
combined with the wisdom and learning which
will be corcentrated at Winnipsg, the Church
will be guided from above thromgh the great

aud important crisis in Her history which is

adumbrated by this movement, Not to gain
political influence, not to prooure faller power
to sway affairs, not to gratify personal ambi.
tion or afford scope for individusl vanity; bat
golely for the glory of God and the advancemsut
of his Kingdom, may the Chureh in Canuda
fulfil her glorious destiny, and march from
vietory unto vicwory !
F. PanrrIDGE.

To the Editor of the Church Guardian :
S1r,—Your various correspondents univer-
sally admit that no subject is more important
than that entrusted to the coming rapresenta—
tive conclave at Winnipeg., Canon Pariridge
has givon a neeful summary and sufficient for
practical ends. We may well look for a geaeral
pattern to the history of the Church, and
particularly note the cxemplification aforded
by the Mother Churchin Hnogland. Theground
should be cleared at once from varions preja-
dices as affeoting mere phraseclogy. Huaving
proceeded go far, even in cur nowest and mission-
ary diocescs, in the adoption of all the ecclesias-
tical cognomens from * Dean ” downwards, in-
cluding the whole range of signifisant and in—
siguificant titles, it is too late to spond time
upon words, The two lower Orders of the
Ministry are fully provided for in contrast
either with-the Mother Church or the Church
of Rome. Thig provision has come direotly
through the witdom and action of our Right
Rov, Fathers. It csn be presumed ja the need-
ful and corresponding distinotions of the Epis-
copal Order that there will be no hesitating or
faltering steps, nader bugbears of fear or faacy,
With our Episcopal and Synodical systems
clearly outlined, in fuct, the *‘rounding out”
into & symmeirical whole, ought to present
lirtle difficulty, Apparently we necd a final
Court with universal jarisdiction, save in the
restricted sphores of Digcesan legielation and
larger, yet limited, Provincial sction. The
oaso of the double Archbishoprics in Irelard
and Eogland suggest the adoption of this title
for each. Metropolitan or head of the several
Ecolesiastioal Provinces. This will exaotly,
and for popular effect, afford a coanterpoise. to
the pretensions of the Ryman Hierarchy, which
has dotted the Dominion with Archbishoprics,
It is & part of that unchangeable and nndying
testimony of true against spurious Catholioism,
that the Church of Kogland to the extent of its
geniug and mission should stand with nncom-
promicing front in the fulness of its own Koole-
siastioal eqnipment. We have had some straws
of tabalar precedence flying from divers Prot—
estant assemblies, These cannot logically or
historically challenge the position of the Charoh
of Rome. The Church ot England can. If she
wonld do this effectively she must be wise in
ber geperation. The aotion about to bs taken
is fraught with ulterior consequences beyond
what is evident on the surface, Resort hus to
be had for enabling acts to the Civil Legisla-
tures, It is to be hoped that this resort will
bo such as to counteract the astute and far-
reaching policy of the Church of Rome., Let

our Provinoial Synods, re-arranged, cover the



