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Lo~pon.--The festival of the Nativity was duly ob-
sorved in the several city churches. The usual
Christmas decorations were put up, and much taste
wus shown Ly those who undertook this somewhat
arduous fask. The congregations were in all cases
large, and the offertories, which were for the clergy,
were liberal and in advance of past years. The
soeinl features of the day are allowed somewhat to
overthrow the spiritual, and although the Church
provides speeiul psalms and lessons for cvening,
none of the churches were open for evening ser-
vice. 1t was remarked by those who know this
city that whereas some twelve ycears ago it was Jdif-
licult to get u congrogation on Christmas Day, now
the churches were ull filled to overflowing.

Wisenay.—The Rev. W. 'L, 1iil, rector of this
Parish, bus been with the eo-operation of the ma-
Jority of the parishioners ondcuvoring to improve
the services in his church.  In this laudable move-
ment he has encountered opposition from a few
unreasonabls and violent persons, one of them
being a churel warden.  They entered the chureh
al midnight on Sunday and removed a lectern,
which had heen purchased by the proceeds of «
collection 1nade in church for the purpose, and in
opposilion to the expressed opinion of the Bishop's
comunissary that it wus not ouly a legal but an es-
sentially protestant article of chureh furniture, A
meeling of the parishioners hus been ealled to con-
sider the matter, and thuse who have heen guilty
of the vutrage will, it is 1o be brought 4o a sense of
their crror, and to o greater respect for law, wnd
fur the feelings of their rector and fellow-worship-
pers than at present they scem to entertain. [t is
to be regretted that wmony those thus entering the
Church at so late an hour, and for so reprehensibloe
a purposc should have beew a-son of a former in-
cumbent of the parish, :

The Rev. Douglas Steele o recent convert from
the Ministry of the Preshyterian Chureh, and well-
known in the Maritime Provinees, delivered a
lecture on the “ Itarly Dritish Churel:,” under the
auspices of the Cliurch Institute at Crouyn Hall
on the evening of Dec. 12th.  The history of the
English Church was truced from Apostolic times,
and her triumphs and sacrilices fittingly pourtrayed.
The lecturer pointed out that the present Chureh
was the same as that which was founded by the
Apostles, and that at the time of the Retormation
it ouly cleansed itsell of the errors which had
erept 10, It now held & middle position  belween
the errors of Popery en the one land, and the
vver-enthusiasm  of Protestantism on the  other,
The rev. gentleman closed his interesting lecture
by expressing the hope that the true Church in her
pusition would ere long he the means of uniting
all who eall themselves Christians in its battle {or
Chuiist and His holy religion.
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WisNtwreG— Unoeiling of the Porirait of the
Metropolitan.—Leply of the Metropolitan.— (Con-
tinued.)}—You speak of the time of my past Iipis-
copute us most eventful.  You may well call it so,
but if the past has been eventful, is not the present
critical 7 Humanly speaking it depends on the
way wo are enabled to supply forthe next few vears
the winistrations of clergymon to the new tuwns
and settleysents that are rising up so rapidly over
the country, whether we shall he as o chureh, a
power fur good in this land,or merely comparatively
a sceondary body. ’

1 feel glad that you express yourappruval of the
policy that has been pursued in this Diocese, of
huilding up strong central institutions for educa-
tiomal, mission und diocesan purposes. My hand
. hiag been a guiding hand, but the poliey has been 2
diocesan one. It was my first care in my Episco-

pate to establish synodical organization and not a
steprof any consequence has heen taken, till first
the approbation, and I am happy to say in every
cnse the unanimous approbation, of both the clergy
and the lay representatives of our congregations
was given. No moncy has heen raised in England
for any diocesan object, but with the knowledge
and at the expressed wish of the Synod.  [fdo not
menn that I sce any absolute necessity for this. 1
siniply stato it as an important fact. _
Further, I would point out one reason why our
funds have accumuluted so sensibly as they have.
In my own mising of money, even when in Eng-
land, there has heen uo outlay except an almost in-
appreciable expenditure in advertising and meet-
ings, so that in fact the expenses of mising V:unl
managing 1 may be said lo have paid myself. Iur-
ther, when a friend, as the Dean at present, has
raised any woney for our ohjects, there has only
been ab the most a partind puyment of traveling ex-
penses.  The place of our representative has been
supplied by our stall Liere, und he has lived on his
usual salary. 'We have never hal any paid orgun-
ization for raising money vutside of the Diocesc.
Thus, though we have scarcely ever reccived but
small gitts, they have in our cuse acewmulated. 1
think it well to say this, because the very funds of
which Lam going to speak lo you, lugely owe
their existonce Lo the willing Iabors of myself and
the stafl of our central instibutions about me. 1
Lope that this spirit of seeking to sharein the com-
mon work will spread through the whole, chureh.
1 trust that, as Gob from time to time blesses cur
laity in their business and worldly concerns, there
may be ns « thunk-offering o thoughtful recognition
of soe ot the churels needs.
teverend Drethren and Brethren of the Laity,
I hope it may not e theught out of place, on this
veeasion, but rather a mecting of the confidence
and approbation you have expressed, if I suy o fow
words on wlit has been accomplished for the in-
stitutivns to which you have referved, and also on
our present means and veeds. 1 do this the rather
that 1 find there are some misconceptions on the
subject in the older provinces of Capada.  When
we commenced our organization, the isolation of the
lund still comtinued, Lut it was not hard lo
discover the coming future.,  We saw two  difficul-
ties ahead of us—the difliculty of getting elfective
clergymen for our work ; the dificulty of paying
them, There were other importany reasons, bug
these were the (wo main reasons for the effort of
building up in St. Johu's a centre for educational,
and mission work. This was done in the first place
by founding several professorshipsin theology, the
holders of which should also, under their decds of
endowment, be canons of St. John'y, the mother
church of the Dioeese.  Friends of the Church
Missionary Socicty founded one and 1 wysell
founded another.  The 8. P. C. K. granted £500
cich to three of the professorships. The profes-
sional endownient fund for five professors amounts
to about 380,000, not cqually divided. The col-
lego has also, in addition to the Machiray exhibi-

tions for the children of the elergy, n scholarship
fund in commemoration of vavious friends of
about $4,600. It has several buildings and twenty-
live acres of valualle land, but is hurdened with a
debt of $16,000. A new college is going 1o De
built, the north wing of which, with the warden’s
residence, will cost 850,000, Of this we have still
to raise $15,000. Dut there is another want for the
efficiency of the college which we are endeavoring
to supply. The professors of theology have hitherto
given most of the instruetion in arts, and part of
that in the college schools. But we require a fuller
staff in arts, voth for residence in the new coilege

and instruction. We are trying to raise for Jectures
m arts an endowment of 850,000, We have se-
cured about $I11,000. We really need this hefore
we can with safety and with success enter on the
lew buildings.  This is the effort that the Dean is
promoting in Jngland this winter. While St
Johu's College was, as you say, resuscitated, the
Cathrdral Church was made by an act of Parlia-
ment a Collegiate Church, the theological profus-
sors and the archdeacons heing its Dean ' and
Canons. The professors not only attended to the
Church and parish of St. John, but, witi: the aid
of musters of the College Scliool and the theological
students’ did a great deal of most serviceable mis-

sion work. In this way Holy Trinity and Christ
Churel parishes in this city were successively built
up and prepared for being independent spheres.
Services were begun in various new places. I may
mention, as an instance of the devotion shown in
this work, that for two or three yecars Canon
O'Meara tock regularly without fail fortnightly, in
every weather, a service at Woodlands, for whiglh
he had to drive thirty-five miles, mostly over bare
prairic, Until I went to Jingland in 1878 we lLad
scarcely any new grants.  The stafi at St Johu's
did then in those carly years iucalculable service
for the church. And the Cathedral Mission staft
continues its usefu] work in supplying vacancies
and opening new missions.  Indeed, its usefulness
for the Diovcese has only commenced. Put until
this year there has been no income from the Catlie-
dral, The professors were cutirely supported Dy
their professorships, supplemented by small grunts
from the college for their aid in general subjeets.

Six glebes had been given in the old time by the
Ifon. f{udson's Bay Company, for the bepefit of so
many churches we had estublished. Previous to
the present year there was practically no incomec
from any of them. But when the rapid rise of land
took place last year, portions of the  glebes of St
John's, St. James' and Headingly were sold. Therce
still remained unsold 37 acresof St. John’s land,
20 acres of St. James' and the less valuable half of
the Headingly land. The sum realized ' from the
St. Johm’s land will form a capilal of $roo,000,
after building the residences. The St. James’ land
produced nearly $19,000, and the Headingly $9,-
ooo. Qriginally these lands wore so tied to their
particular church that any part, not lLeld by the
bishop or incumbent, ipse Jaclo reverted to the
company. Since the transfer, this restriction has
been removed, so far as sale s concerned,but there
has bzen no change in the trusts, excepting that
provision has been made Dby act of Parliament, to
avoid possible abuse in the future by applying to
diocesan uses any surplus above a fixed maximum.
St. Jokn's College and St. John's Cathedral are in
this Diocese entirely diocesan institutions governed
by statutes passed by the Synod. The maximum
assigned by Statlute of Synod to the combined in-
come of a professorship and cunonry is not more
than is barely sufficient to secure us in the future
competient scholars,

We have so far, then, been providing for our first
great difficulty, that of getting effective clergymen
for our work. e are preparing to'train men for
curselves. Fxperience has taught us that this mnst
be dune, otherwise the supply will be insufficient
and uncertain. Circurastances, as I have explained,
have uuexpectedly made adequate provision, at
least for the present, for the teachers of our Theo-
logical School. \We are striving to place the De-
partment of Arts, which is really equally essential,
on an effective footing. We shall still require aid
for promising young men for the ministry, too poor
to maintain themselves. This will, undoubtedly,
in due time come, ifonce the college iz in a satis-
factory and safe position.

The other great difticulty I mentioned cannot be
fo easily met. It is so vast and boundless at pre-
sent in its dimensions—the supply and support of
our clergy in the new settlements of this ezormous
country. 1 need mnot tell you how wonderfully
this West is opening up and growing before our
eyes . how vast the tracts of land ycar by year
being most sparsely settled on ; how the ratiway is
advancing by hundreds of miles yearly into bare
prairie, and small villages and settleraents are
springing up along its course almost as if by raagic.
There are already several places of importance in
which our people are upprovided with regular

mecans of grace, but what can Isay of the vast
agricultural districts into which our Presbyterian
and Methodist fellow laborers are being enabled by
their brethern in Canada so largely to send their
ministers ? ‘There are some 700 townships withouta
resident clergyman of our Church. The handful
of Churchmen in this counlry cunnot meet, abso-
lutely cannot touch the vastness of these needs.
What parish or mission is there that has a per-
manent church outside, perhaps, one or two old H.
B.missions?  Where can we getany aid outside
Winnipeg ? -

(To be continued.) .



