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LENTEN LAYS*
(From the New York Churchman.)

I

*Twas within the coasts where Sidon’s ancient city stood,
That the meck and kind Redeemer, wandered doing goodi—
Doing good was Curist’s employment : doing good His bliss—
Would that we might love our duty even as He loved His!

There a woman, broken hearted with her weight of care,
Kuelt before Him, offering meekly low and humble prayer.
But He turned iu silence from her, answering not a word.,
They must learn to wait for mercy, whio would serve the Lorp.

Spake the people, “ send her from us,” But He onward went;
Saying, *“ To the house of Jacob only am 1 sent.”

Then she threw Lerself before Him, bowing to the sward,
Prostrate in ber utter anguish, erying, “ Help me Logrp !

But He said * Shall I leave Israel for a stranger’s need ?
Is it meet to rob the children, that the dogs may feed
“Nay, not so,” she answered meekly but, “ Thou knowest

Lorp, :
Even the dogs may gain the refuse from the children’s board.”

Peizhter than the golden sunlight on Tiberias’ wave,
than the stars of Heaven was the smile He gave.

"8y ceter than the forest music of Judea’s birds,

Gentler than a motherje soothing, feel His holy words.

“ One such answer calls for mercy on the darkest guilt,

Great thy Faith, O woman, be it even as thou wilt,

Thou art worthy at My table with My souns to share, o
Go! with thy Redeemer’s blessing : — I have lieard thy prayer:

11

In the path of deep contrition none hath vairly trod;
Therefore let no doubt nor terror shake thy trust in Goo.
Not a grief without a blessing helping thee to bear;

‘What though blight be ou the rosebud, dew-drops sparkle there!

In the lowliest things around us thoughts of Heaven there are;
And in white minutest snow-flake thou canst trace the star,
Look on such things, keep thy spirit less in earth than Heaven.
‘While thou askest more, forget not that already given.

This short lesson gives for model, all that mortal needs.
Take, for Faith this Tyrian woman : take the Curist for deeds.
In the grace to this one sinner, dust thou pine to share? :
Wouldest thou win Gop’s smile and blessing ;— persevere 1n
prayer!
AcoOLYTIS.
Hyde Park, Lent, 1846.

—_—

* See the Holy Gospel for the second Sunday in Lent.

WONDERFUL ROBERT WALKER,
THE CURATE OF SEATHWAITE.
(From the Evergreen.)

Robert Walker, or, Wonderful Robert Walker, as |

he is still called in those parts of the country where
he resided, was born in the parish of Seathwaite, in
'Cumberland, England, in 1709, being the youngest
of twelve children. = Robert was a sickly infant, and

through his boyhood and youth continuing to be of a }

delicate frame and feeble health, it was deemed best,
according to the country phrase, “to breed him a
scholar,” as it was not probable that he would be able
to gain a livelihvod by bodily labour. At that period,
few of the parishes in the dales were furnished with
good school-houses; so most of the children were
taught to read and write in the chapel. Robert
Walker himself received the rudiments of his educa-
tion in the same consecrated building in which he
afterwards, for so many years, officiated both as a
minister and school-teacher. By the assistance of a
gentleman in the neighbourhood, he afterwards ac-
quired a knowledge of the classics, and in time became
qualified for taking holy orders. After his ordination,
he had the offer of two curacies; he accepted that of
Seathwaite in his native parish. The value of this
curacy was at that period (1735) only five pounds
per annum.  When he took possession of this living,
he married—his wife bringing him as her portion, a
small sum of money, with which they began house-
keeping. About twenty years afterwards, his situa-
tion is described in a letter written by a gentleman
Wwho had just visited him, a portion of which we here
CXtract tu

“I was, the other day, upon a party of pleasure,
about five or six miles from this place, where I met
with a very striking object, and of a nature not very
common. Going into a clergyman's house, (of whom
Ihad frequently heard,) I found him sitting at the
head of a long square table, such as is commonly used
in this country by the lower class of people—dressed
in a coarse blue frock, trimmed with black horn but-
tons; a checked shirt, a leather strap about his neck
fora stock, a coarse apron, and a pair of great wooden-
soled shoes, plated with iron, to preserve them, (what
we call clogs in these parts,) with a child upon his
kneg, eating breakfast; his wife, and the remainder
of his children, were some of them employed it wait-
ing upon each other, then in teazing and spinning
wool, at which trade he is a great proficient; and
moreover, when it was made ready for sale, will lay jt,
by sixteen or thirty-two pounds weight, upon his back,
and on foat seven or eight miles, wiil carry it to the
market even in the depth of winter. I was not much
surprised at all this, as you may possibly be, having
heard a great deal of it related before.  But 1 myst
confess myself astonished with the alacrity and good-
humour that appeared both in the clergyman and his
wife, and more so at the sense and ingenuity of the
clergyman himself.”’

The following is quoted from another letter, writ-
ten about a year after the above :—

“By his frugality and good management he keeps
the wolf from the door, as we say; and if he advances
8 little in the world, it is owing more to his own care,
than ¢ anything else he has to rely upon. I don't

0d his inclination is running after further preferment.

€ is gettled among the people that are happy among
themselves; and live in the greatest unanimity and
friendship with them; and, I believe, the minister and
People are exceedingly satisfied with each other; and
indeed how should they be dissatisfied, when they
have a person of so much probity and worth as their
pastor? A man, who, for his candour and meekness,
his sober, chaste, and virtuous conversation, his sound-
Dess in principle and practice, is an ornament to the
Profession and an honour to the country he is in: and
bear with me if I say, the plainuess of his dress, the
Sanctity of his manners, the simplicity of his doctrine,
and the vehemence of his expression, have a sort of
Tesemblance to the pure practice of primitive Chris-
tianity.”

We will now furnish the reader with Mr. Walker's
account of himself, as contained in a letter of his own
Writing :—

** B1r—Yours, of the 26th instant, was communi-
cated. to me by Mr. C , and I should have re-
turned an immediate answer, but the hand of Provi-
dence, then heavy upon an amiable pledge of endear-
mMent, hath since taken from me a promising girl,
which the disconsolate mother too pensively laments
the loss of ; though we have yet eight living, all health-
fal, hopeful children, whose names and ages are as fol-
OWs :—Zaccheus, aged almost eighteen years; Eliza-
beth, sixteen years and ten ‘months; Mary, fifteen;

oses, thirteen years and three months; Sarab, ten
Years and three months ;. Mabel, eight years and three
Mmonths ; William Tyson, three years and eight moﬂ_ths;
and Ann Esther, one year and three months; besides

una, who died two years and six months ago, and
Was then aged between nine and ten; and Eleanor,
Who died the 23rd inst., January, aged six years and
ten months. Zaccheus, the eldest child, is now learn-
g the trade of tanner, and has two: years and a half

his apprenticeship to serve.  The annual income .of
'y chapel, at present, as near as I can compute it,
MR amanht 1o, £1 7200y, 11 wiouil DEalehn s

“Lam situated greatly to my satisfaction, with re-
8ard to the conduct and behaviour of my auditory,

who not only live in the happiest ignorance of the fol-

the established Church, not one dissenter of any de-
nomination being amongst them all. T got to the
value of £40 for my wife's fortune, but had no real
estate of my own, being the youngest son of twelve
children born of obscure parents; and though my in-
come has been but small and my family large, yet by
a providential blessing upon my diligent endeavours,
the kindness of friends, and a cheap country to live in,
we have always had the necessaries of life.

“By what I have written, (which is a true and ex-
act account to the best of my knowledge,) I hope you
will not think your favour to me, out of the late wor-
thy Dr. Stratford’s effects, quite misbestowed, for
which I must ever gratefully own myself, sir, your
much obliged and most obedient humble servant,

Rosert WALKER.”

About this time the Bishop of Chester recommend-
ed the plan of joining the curacy of Ulpba to that of
Seathwaite, and Mr. Walker was nominated to fill the
double curacy, but he declined the offer. In a letter
to the Bishop, Mr. Walker mentions as a reason for
not accepting this nomination, that “the chapels of
Seathwaite and Ulpha being annexed together, would
be apt to cause a general discontent among the inha-
bitants of both places; by either thinking themselves
slighted, being only served alternately, or neglected
in the duty, or attributing it to covetousness in me;
all of which occasions of murmuring I would willingly
avoid.”” = We have seen that he had at this time a
large family of eight or nine children. One of his
sons he afterward maintained at Trinity College, Dub-
lin, till he was prepared for taking holy orders, though
his salary had been but little augmented. He was
like his predecessors in the same cure, school-master
as well as clergyman of the parish, but he made no
charge for teaching the children of his parishioners:
though such as could afford to pay, gave him whatever
they pleased.

As a parish priest he was exceedingly hospitable.

Every Sunday he had served upon a long table, ** messes
of broth for the refreshment of those of his congrega-
tion who came from a distance, and usually took their
seats as parts of his own household.”
“He loved old customs and usages, and in some
instances adhered to them to his own loss: for having
had a sum of money lodged in the hands of a neigh-
bouring tradesman, when long course of time had
raised the rate of interest, and more was offered, he
refused to accept it—an act not difficult to one who,
while he was drawing seventeen pounds a year from
his curacy, declines, as we have seen, to add the pro-
fits of another small benefice to his own, lest he should
be suspected of cupidity. From this vice he was
wholly free. When very young, having kept a diary
of his expenses, however trifling, the large amount at
the end of the year surprised him; and from that time
the rule of his life was to be economical, not avari-
cious.”

A clergyman (a great grandson of Mr. Walker) has
written the following brief account of his last days:
“ Until the sickness of his wife, a few months previous
to her death, his health and spirits and faculties were
Bat this misfortune gave him such a
shock that his constitution gradually decayed. His
senses, except sight, still preserved their powers. He
never preached with steadiness after his wife’s death.
His voice faltered ; he always looked at the seat which
| she had used. He could not pass her tomb without
tears. He became, when alone, sad and melancholy,
though still, among his friends, kind and goou-nu-
moured. He went to bed about twelve o'clock the
night before his death. As his custom was, he went
tottering and leaning on his daughter’s arm, to exa-
wine the heavens and meditate in the open air. * How
clear the moon shines to-night !’ He said those words,
sighed and laid down. At six next morning, (June
25th, 1802;) he was found a corpse. Many a tear,
many a heavy heart, and many a grateful blessing fol-
lowed him to the grave.”

He died at the age of ninety-three, and had been
curate of his parish near sixty-seven years. He left
behind him a sum of more than two thousand pounds,
and “such a sense of his various excellencies was
prevalent in the country, that the epithet of woNDER-
FuUL, is to this day attached to his name.”

“ There is,” says Wordsworth, “in the above sketch,
something so extraordinary as to require furtber ex-
planatory details.  And to begin with his industry:
Eight hours in each day, during five days in the week,
and half of Saturday, except when the labours of hus-
bandry were urgent, he was occupied in teaching.
His seat was within the rails of the altar; the com-
munion-table was his desk; and, Tlike Shenstone’s
school-mistress, the master employed himself at the
spinning-wheel while the children were repeatiog their
lessons. by his side. Every evening, after school-
hours, if not more profitably engaged, be continued
the same kind of labour, exchanging, for the benefit
of exercise, the small wheel at which he had sat, for
the large one on which wool is spun, the spinner step-
ping to and fro. Thus was the wheel constant{y in
readiness to prevent the waste of a moment's time.
Nor was his industry with the pen, when occasion
called for it, less eager. Intrusted with extensive
management of public and private affairs, he acted, in
his rustic neighbourhood, as serivener, writing out
petitions, deeds of conveyance, wills, covenants, &c.,
with pecuniary gain to himself, and to the great bene-
fit of his employers. These labours, (at all times
considerable,) at one period of the year, viz. between
Christimas and Candlemas, when money transactions
are settled in this country, were often so intense that
he passed great part of the night, and sometimes
whole nights, at his desk. Iis garden, also, was
tilled by bis own hand: he had a right of pasturage
on the mountains for a few sheep and a couple of
cows, which required his attendance; with this pasto-
ral occupation he joined the labours of husbandry
upon a small scale, renting two or three acres, in ad-
dition to his own less than an acre of glebe; and the
humblest drudgery which the cultivation of these fields
required, was performed by himself.

“He also assisted his neighbours in hay-making
and shearing their flocks, and in the performance of
this latter service was eminently dextrous. They, in
their turn, complimented him with the present of a
hay-cock or a fleece; less as a recompense for this
particular service than as a general acknowledgment.

“The Sabbath was, in a strict sense, kept holy;
the Sunday evenings being devoted to reading the
Scriptures and family prayer. The principal festi-
vals appointed by the Church were also duly observed;
but through every other day in the week, through every
week in the year, he was incessantly occupied in work
of hand or mind; not allowing a moment for recrea-
tion, except upon a Saturday afternoon, when he in-
dulged himself with a newspaper, or sometimes with
a magazine. The frugality and temperance esta-
blished in his house were as admirable as the industry.
Nothing to which the name of luxury could be given
was there known; in the latter part of his life, indeed,
when tea had been brought into almost general use, it
was provided for visitors, and for such of his own fa-
mily as returned occasionally to his roof, and had been
accustomed to this refreshment elsewhere; but nei-~
ther he nor his wife ever partook of it. The raiment
worn by his family was comely and decent, but as
simple as their diet; the homespun materials were
made up into apparel by their own hands. At the
time of the decease of this thrifty pair, their cottage

unimpaired.

lies and vices of the age, but in mutual peace and
good will with one another, and are, seemingly, (I hope | it is remarkable that the pew in the chapel in which
really, too,) sincere Christians, and sound members of | the family used to sit, remained, a few years ago,
| neatly lined with woollen cloth spun by the pastor’s |

contained a large store of webs of woollen and linen
cloth, wover from threads of their own spinning: and |

own hands.
tinguished.

“It might have beén concluded that 1o one could
thus, as it were, have converted his body into a ma-
‘chipe of industry for the humblest uses, and kept his
thoughts so frequently bent upon secular concerns,
without grievous injury to the more precious parts of
his natare. How could the powers of intellect thrive
or its graces be displayed, in the midst of circumstances
so unfavourable, and when to the direct cultivation of
the mind so small a portion of time was allotted P—
But in this extraordinary man, things in their nature
adverse were reconciled; his conversation was re-
markable, not only for being chaste and pure, but for
the degree in which it was fervent and eloquent; his
written style was correct, simple and animated. Nor
did his qffections suffer more than his intellect; he
was tenderly alive to all the duties of his pastoral of-
fice: the poor and needy ‘he never sent empty away,
—the stranger was fed and refreshed in passing that
unfrequented vale——the sick were visited; and the
feelings of humanity found further exercise among the
distresses and embarrasments in the worldly estate of
his neighbours, with which his talents for business
mad_e him acquainted ; and the disinterestedness, im-
partiality, and uprightness, which he maintained in
the management of all affairs confided to him, were
virtues seldom separated, in his couscience, ftom re-
ligious obligations, Nor could such conduct fail to
remind those who witnessed it, of a spirit nobler than
law or custom: they felt convictions which but for such
intercourse could not have been afforded, that, as in the
practice of their pastor, there was no guile, so in his
faith there was nothing hollow; and we are warranted
in believing, that upon these occasions, selfishness,
obstinacy, and discord, would often give way before the
breathings of his good-will and saintly integrity. It
may be presumed also, while his humble congregation
were listening to the moral precepts which he delivered
from the pulpit, and to the Christian exhortations
that they should love their neighbour as themselves,
and to do as they would be done uunto, that peculiar
efficacy was given to the preacher’s labours, by recol-
lections in the minds of his congregation, that they
were called upon to do no more than his own actions
were daily setting before their eyes.

“He was most zealously attached to the doctrine
and frame of the Established Chuarch. He allowed
no Dissenter or Methodist to interfere in the instruc-
tion of the souls committed to his cure; and so suc-
cessful were his exertions, that he had not a single
dissenter, of any denomination, in his parish. Though
he avoided all religious controversies, yet when age
had silvered his head, and virtuous piety had secured
to his appearance reverence and silent honour, no one
however determined in his hatred of apostolical descent,
could have listened to his discourse on ecclesiastical
history and ancient times, without thinking that one
of the beloved apostles had returned to mortality, and
in that vale of peace had come to exemplify the beauty
of holiness in the life and character of Mr. Walker.”

It is the only pew in the chapel so dis-

DIALOGUE
BETWEEN THE REV. HENRY HOOKER, A.M., AND MR.
CLAYTON, A DISSENTER, ON THE APOSTOLICAL SUC-
CESSION.
( By a Correspondent of The Church.)

No. IIL

Mr. Hooker.—1 am very glad to see you so soon
again, Mr. Clayton. I hope that you have carefully
considered the arguments that T adduced from the
New Testament in favour of the Apostolical Succes-
sion,

My, Clayton.—Yes, Sir, I have done so.

Mr. H—Have you detected any flaw in my argu-
ments, or have you seen any reason to question the
importance which I have attached to them ?

My, C.—1 cannot say, Sir, that I have; I again
[ calleq upon Mr. Bennet, and having stated, as well as
I could, your arguments, I asked him to be kind enough
to meet them ; but I must confess that his attempt to
do so was anything but satisfactory to me. He would
not gonfine himself' to your arguments; but began to
talk about the identity of Bishops and Presbyters, or
Elders, in the apostolic age, and other matters, which
I thought had nothing to do with the question.

My. H—As T have to answer no objections brought
against my arguments adduced from the Scripture
history in favour of the Apostolical Succession, I pro-
ceed to the next head under which I promised to con-
sider it, viz. that of Ecclesiastical history.

M. C.—Allow me, Sir, before you proceed, to ask,
is not this a very uncertain ground on which you are
aboyt to tread ? - I am informed that Churchmen are
very fond of going to the Fathers, as you call them,
for proof of this doctrine. But as they were unin-
spired men, they were of course liable to err just as
much as we are. I should therefore think, Sir, that
they can be of very little service to you in the discus-
siop of this question.

Myr. H—1I am not quite so sure of that, Mr. Clay-

ton] We certainly do not suppose that the Fathers

their writings in the same estimation in which we hold |
those of St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. John. Accor- |
dingly, we do not make use of them for the same pur-
pose. We do not deem a single sentence of their

writings as the word of God speaking to us, and there- |
fore binding upon our consciences. We merely use !
them, as we would the writings of any other honest |
men competent to testify to matters of fact, with which
they were themselves acquainted.  For instance, most

dissenters, in common with us, receive their testimony

to the fact, that infant baptism was universally prac- |
tised in the ages in which they lived, and that the first

day of the week was observed instead of the seventh, |
as the Christian Sabbath, in the age after our blessed '
Lord’s resurrection. In like manner are we all in- |
debted to them for their testimony relative to what |
books were included in the canon of Holy Scripture, |
and considered by their contemporaries as the genuine |
Writings of those apostles, whose names they severally
bear. If we reject their testimony on certain dis-

puted points, as we are sometimes urged to do, we

must, to be consistent, reject their testimony on all |
cases of a like pature. For instance, if we deem them |
incompetent to testify to the fact, that, in their age |

of t.he Church, those who exercised the office of the |
Christian ministry, received their commission from |
those who had, in like manner, been commissioned,
we must deem them incompetent to testify as to the
fact; that certain books were considered in their age
of the Church as the writings of the inspired men,
whose names they bear. I say, that if you deem them
incompetent to testify to the former facts, you must
in like manper deem them incompetent to testify to
the latter : and this, I think neither you nor your dis-
senting friends would be willing to do. You are,
therefore, obliged to acknowledge them. competent to
testify to matters of fact, which came under their own
observation, and in regard to which they could not
have been mistaken.

Mr. C.—Bat is it not possible that these men could
have been mistaken as to the fact for which you ad-
duce their testimony ?

Mr. H—No! it is impossible. ~For the only per-
sons whoge writings we quote, are, without exception,
those who themselves received a commission from

were inspired men; and, therefore, we do not hold | g

others, whom they knew to have been themselyes ‘
commissioned, and most of thiem were also those who |
were appointed to commission others. They, there- i
fore, testify to a fact, with which they themselves were |
personally conversant.

7. C.—But could not these men havé beeti tempt-
ed to record as a fact what was not a fact at all ?

. Mr. H—1I think that you will scarcely deem it pas-
sible that they could have been guilty of such an act,
when no reason can be alleged why they should have
done so, and when you are informed that they were
t.hOSe, who, in nine cases out of ten, sealed their tes-
timony with their blood. Surely, men who, like them,
had left all to bear reproach and suffer persecution in 5
the cause of Christ, and who had daily reason to ex- |
pect a martyr’s death, would scarcely have placed on
record, as true, what they must have known to be ut-
terly falge.

.bf‘fr. C.—1I should think such a thing scarcely pos-
sible,

Mr, H—Then I trust that whilst you listen to the
testimony which I shall adduce from the writitgs of
these men, you will bear in mind that they were com-
petent to testify to the facts, regarding which they
have written, and that, from the position which they
held, thair testimony must be deemed above suspicion.

CLeMENT or Rome, the companion of St. Paul,
who is mentioned by him in his Epistle to the Philip-
pians, and who flourshed about A.D. 87, says:* “Qur
apostles knew by our Lord Jesus Christ that conten-
tions would arise regaxding the qffice of a Bishap.
And therefore having perfect knowledge of this, they
appointed certain persons, and then gave directions in |
what mauner, when they should die, other approved |
men should succeed in their winistry.”’

TeRTULLIAN, who flourished about 190, says, in
reply to the heretics : *Let them produce the origin
of .then'. Churches: let them set forth the series of;
their I}lshnps so d wding by suc from the |
beginning, that he, who was the first Bishop, may have |
some of the apostles, or apostolic men who were in full ‘
commuanion with the apostles, for his author and pre- ;
de'cessor. For in this manner, the apostolical Churches
bru{g down their registers ; as the Church of Smyrna,
having POlycarp placed over it by St. John; as the |
Church of Rome had Clement ordained by St. Peter;
as the other Churches also set forth those who were |
made Bishops over them by the apostles.”

IrEN&US, who flourished in the middle of the se- ‘
cond century, says:i ¢ We can reckon up those who
were instituted Bishops in the Churches by the apos- |
tles, and their successors, even unto us; to whom also
they committed the Churches themselves.”

I could cite many other passages equally pertinent,
but these are sufficient to show you, that the Bishops
of those days were regarded, and were in fact, succes-
50"5_0f the Apostles; for surely, the doctrine of a suc-
cession is clearly taught in the passages I have just
quoted to yo.

i Mr. C~But it strikes me, that, if this succes- |
sion for which you contend really existed, we should |
hear something of the lists of the Bishops who suc-
ceeded each other in the different churches, just as
you say that yon can give a list of the several Arch»
bishops of Canterbury, who has succeeded one another
from the time of the Reformation. This would be
something satisfactory!

Mr. H.—This too we have. Irenaus says§—
“ We have a list of the Bishops in succession to whom
the apostolic church iu every place was committed.” '
—3See page 16.  Lusebius, the celebrated ecclesias- l
tical historian, who flourished -in the fourth century, |
n.nd who every where asserts this doctrine, gives us a |
list of the Bishops of Jerusalem, Rome, Antioch, |
and Alexandria, |
compiled from various records, then in existence.|

And pow let me ask you, Mr. Clayton, as a rea-
sonable man, to consider how absurd it is, in know-
ledge of these facts which I have adduced, to sup-
Pose that the succession has ever been broken, For
if' the ministry be a divine institution, God is pledged
to contipye it by his promise to those whom he first
commiggjoped : *“As my Father hath sent me, so send
Iyou;» «Lo I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world.”  This ought, in my humble
opinioy, to be a sufficient argument, if there were
none ather, for the doctrine of an uninterrupted suc-
cession, But we have this very afternoon seen that
this docyripe was every where received, and that no
man ¢quld be accounted a minister of Christ who
could p ¢ trace back his succession to the Apostles,
I might have also shown you, had I deemed it neces-
sary, and my time admitted of it, that the councils
of the Church held in different ages attest the same
fact. Tphese councils were chiefly composed of Bi-
shops; 4nd every Bishop must have been consecrated
by three or at least by two Bishops. So, I think
the sucgegsion could not have ended here. But, we
are not gopfined to Christian writers in this matter :
profane pistory affords satisfactory evidence to. the
same . facr, Taking all these things into considera-
ton, I ¢apnot but deem it very absurd for any man to
SUppoge. _—as many do suppose, and firmly believe,
~—thag (pere ever has been any break in the succes-
Sion. . R, surely, (as has been well remarked) if the
Succesgjon had ever failed, something certainly would

€ knowy concerning the time, place and manner, in
which it had terminated. History or tradition would
tell us, \who were the last Bishops in the direet line

|
i

fom the gpostles—who were the first in the new or
humanly appointed line,—and who were the laymen
that appointed them.  But nothing of the kind is to
be foung, -~ All that we have to meet this mass of evi-
({ence in jts favour, is the bare and unsupported asser=
tion of j1s opponents, that there must have been a
break somewhere,—that the idea of an uninterrupted
Suceession through so many ages is utterly preposte-
T0Us.  But believe me, Mr. Clayton, that until your
fne.nds can bring me something more convineing than
their nakeq assertion, I shall willingly and most fully
rely on the promises of Christ, on the Holy Scriptures,
3f‘d o, the early ecclesiastical writers, and the coun-
cils of the Chyrch; all of whom testify one and the
same &hmg_

Though, M, Clayton, our conversation has been
shorter than g1 to-day, yet as I am a good deal
engaged, anq g j may tend to keep each part of the
argument by jecolf. you will excuse me, i I defer the
con.slderanon of our next argument till another oppor-
tunity. I shy)| pe glad to see you again at an early |
day: and | hope that I shall then have more leisure
thao [ can eqpy00a to-day.

Mr. C.— am sure, Sir, that I have much reason
to be greatly obliged to you for the great trouble you
take with me . [ chall never forget your kindness.
Good sfternoon’ Sir,

Mr.H—1)g not mention it : it gives me much
pleasure 1o consider so important a subject with so
candid a0 inguirer. Good afternoon, Mr. Clayton.

Ry

PREACHING.
( By Bishop Pilkington.)

Many will say, What should T do at the sermon ?
I know as much hefore 1 go, as I shall learn there :
I can read the geripture at home, and comfort myself
sufficiently.  Thege are better than they that will |
neither hear nop read, but say, I know there is no
more but do wel] and have well : T know this is all
that can be saig—Jove God above all things, aud thy

*'8t. Clement Epist, ad Corinth. cap. 44. ad. init.
+ Tertullian P, l::m cap. 32. 4 m“

b lrt’:nﬂlf! {\dveu. Heres. lib. jii. cap. 3. {
§ Ibid, Iib iv, cap, 63, || Euseb. Hist. lib. iii. cap. 4. |

neighbour as thyself. I can say my pater noster and
my creed, as well as he; and further I know, that in
the one is contained all things necessary to be asked
at God's hand; and in the other all that is to be
believed : and what can or should a man have more
than this?  T'hese sayings, although they be true,
yet are they most brutish, and nothing else in very

i deed but haughty excuses to cloke our slothful wick-

edness withal ; and signify plain that we would not
in anywise have preaching, because we would not hear
our faults rebuked, nor yet our minds exercised in
meditation of God and his goodness, of our own sin
and misery. St. Paul to the Philippians saith, that
he was not ashanmed to write 6ve thing often to them,
and it was for their safety. The parable of the five

foolish virgins and the five wise teacheth plainly, that

both the wise and the foolish did both nap, slumber,
yea, and fall hard on sleep; wherein is set before us
all our natures, whether we be foolish or wise: we
fall on sleep forgetting God, when we should watch
for his coming, though we think never so highly of
ourselves, if we have not the light and burning lamp
of God's eternal word burning in our hearts.

What a foolishness is it to think that we can or
shall stand, whereas every one hath fullen that is
gone before us; or that we shall escape, where every
one else hath been taken! There is not the best
learned man, but he needs often to hear the preachings
and counsel of others, although he can comfort him-
self in his private studies and in reading the scrip-
tures never so well. For as the physician, when he
is sick, cannot heal himself, nor hath not his Jjudgment
50 perfectly as he had before he was sick, but seeketh
help at another physician's band; so the learnedest
man living, as long as he liveth, and beareth sinful
flesh about with him, shall have sinful and froward
lusts and affections reigning in him, which blindeth
his sight, that he sceth not his own sius, until he be
warned of them by others, St. Peter saith he would
put them jn remembrance of their duty, as long as he
lived, allhuugh they knew it well.  What should move
Paul so often and so earnestly to write unto Timothy

. and to Titus, having such worthy gifts as they had, if

they need not to be warned of their duties? For
what cause should either David have had the prophet

' of God, Nathan, sent of God himself unto him, or yet

Ezechias the prophet Esaias, either the apostles to be
sent forth by couples together, or yet to meet in coun-
cil at Jerusalem, and there to decree hard matters, if
one should not learn at another ?

WORLDLY CARE.
(By Deun Stanhope. )

That care is certainly forbidden which betrays a
greater love for the world, than for Almighty God.
And this we may reckon done, by consenting to any
unlawful means to promote our temporal advantage ;
by retaining anything we are already possessed of, at
the expense of His favour and a good conscience 3 by
following our worldly atfairs with delight, and attend.
ing His seryice with weariness and grudging ; or, by
whaolly neglectlng the latter, rather than miss the least
opportunity of prosecuting the former.

2. That concern for the world is forbidden, which
puts us upon calling into question the power or the
goodness of God; which forgets to be thankful for
mercies already received, and which negleets the daily
instances of his bounty to the world in general.  And
herein do gll those querulous and desponding tempers
very grievously offend, which murmur and complain of
Providence; aggravate their sufferings to impatience

and their wants to despair; as if' there were ?\o God
that governs the world, or as if they were the only

" Al 2 - i - . . . .
*om the apostlas’ ¢a-hia_awn.time, | things in the universe disregarded by him,

8. That concern for the world is certainly forbid-
den, which makes us regardless of our duty and eter-
nity, which places all its endeavours and aims here
below, and looks upon the present advantages as its
proper happiness.  Such as is not content to refer the
measure of these to that Father above, and acquiesces
not in his appointments; but had rather be wealthy
and great, than righteous; and is induced to virtue,
more for the promises of this life, than either for the
sake of its own intrinsic value, or for the rewards to
be had by it in a future state.

4. That concern again is forbidden, which is placed
on superfluities, and fixes a careful eye upon things a
great way off: “which will not let the man enjoy him-
self, for fear he should want several years hence, or
lest his family should suffer for it when he is asleep
in his grave.  Wretched folly! Asif God would not
be the same powerful and good God then as now;
and sufficient to provide for thy children; whp hath
so long and so plentifully provided for thee. In short,
under this particular we may include all that care of
the men, who are fretful and uneasy, sordid and nig-
gardly, griping and uncharitable.

On the other hand, if there be, and no doubt there
is, and may be in any of us, such a concern to provide
for one’s self and family, as loves the world in subor-
dination to God, aud would uot, to gain it all, do any-
thing to displease Him: a mind, that disposes us to
serve God cheerl‘ully, to follow the business of a law-
ful and useful calling, industriously and conscien-
tiously, to labouy hard, and manage frugally, not be-
cause we dare not tryst God, but because we dare not
tempt him; if there be in us a concern for present
comforts, which still vemembers that there are yet
much better and higher things to which these must
give way; and that the ptovisions it seeks are only
the recruits of a traveller, not the stores of a fixed in-
habitant: a concern, lastly, that permits a man to en-

{ joy his present blessings with moderation and thank-

fulness, and an eyen temper; a care in the pursuit of
which he still contentedly and cheerfully trusts God
for his fature subsistence: is decent in his expenses,
hospitable to strangers, friendly to neighbours, just to
all, and charitable to the poor: this is a concern for
the things of the world, against which our blessed Sa-
viour's whole discourse contains not one syllable. A
care which the Scripture, wheresoever diligence and
frugality are recommended, and sloth and profuseness
discountenanced, plainly encourages aud applauds;
and which the laws of nuture, of human society, and
of revealed religion, all agree in demanding of us.

And now, how c¢an we consider this matter as it
deserves, and sufficiently admire the wisdom of reli-
gion in' this kind distribution of our cares ? For, upon
the whole, God forbids the making ourselves uneasy
here, to prevent our being miserable hereafter. That
care, which is of service, he hath left us to pursue ;
and that which ean do us no good, he hath commanaed
us to cast upon bim: that, which promotes the use of
our reason, and chooses the properest method for sue-
cess, by preserving our minds in steadiness and tran-
quillity, we are allowed; and of that, which brings
disorder and perplexity, and perfectly bereaves us of
our peace and of our conduet, we are debarred: in
short, God hath so tempered the matter that we may
neither despair of his blessing, nor presume upon sub-
sisting without it.

DUTIES OF OUR HIGH VOCATION.

Let us honour our religion. Let us not content
ourselves with mere]y professing love towards it, or
even testifying zeal in its befalf: let us honour ijt by
the conduct of our life; and be it ever remembered
that to make it a subject of scandal and reproach is
one of the heaviest misfortunes that can visit us.
“What avail,” said a father of the Church, “is a
Christian belief united to a Heathen life 2 I would

making profession of a Christian life, whilst there is
an absence of those substantial duties of which a
Christian life is composed ? I will tell you what
brings scandal and dishonour upon religion. Per-
sons make it their boast that they are Christians,
whilst, if we cousider their real condition; we find that
they are, in no one respect, what they ought to be.
They declare with much self-gratulation, that they are
Christians, and yet, amongst them you will not mees
with the good father, nor the goed master, nor the'
good magistrate, nor the good judge; as if all this
could be separated from the Christian ; or the Chris~
tian was anything independent of this. - We are all
of us orthodox in our belief; but many are not faith«
ful, not equitable, not rendering obedience where
obedience is due, nor submissive to God who enjoing
our compliance with Jlawful authority. All this trings
religion iuto distepute. Let us preserve ourselves
from this abuse.  As true religion sanctifies us before
God, let us glorify it before men. A life distinguished

by the earnest discharge of oar propet duties, is the
only means of attaining this end. Let us be such as

the Apostle desired, without reproach, and capable

by our conduct of putting to silence the evil-doers §

and let us be such as the world itself would have us

!n-. and reguires us to be, in order that we may escape

its censure. It is neeessary, for either purpose, to
commence with our indispensable duties, to' aceom-
plish them all, to omit not the least of them, to make
this fulfilment of our obligations an act of ,devotionv
and to regulate our whole life by this standard Tt;
mz.nke our duties an act of devotion, this is an e;ga)ted
principle of conduct which impiety itself will be con-
strained to respect, which will reflect honour upon
our faith, will ineur no suspicion of hypoerisy will'
h.ave in it nothing equivocal which might give t')cca-

sion to slander, will render our light pure, and will

ruisf: us to that eminence of righteousness which has

for its recompense the eternal recompense of the just;

and the crown of a glorious immortality.— Bourdaloue

(Oraison funébre de Henri de Bourbon.) :

Ccclesiastical Jutelligence.

ENGLAND.

SCCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN
FOREIGN PARTS.

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Great Placentia.—An aceount has lately a; T
some of the newspapers, of the Bishop of Niwtgml‘;idi":
first voyage of visitation along the southern and western
coasts of lgls e{xtensive diocese. Awmong many humblin
and affecting instances of spiritual deeay and drstitmiog
therein 'dx‘svlnsed, the state of the Church ih Great
Plncentug 18 one which appeals strongly to the memberg
of the English Church, and all loyal Englishmen, for
succour and - sympathy. This chureh was erected
through the liberality and personal exertions of Prince
William Henry, afterwards His most gracious Mujesty
King William. His Royal Highness was stationed on
the coast of Newfoundland, in the ship “ Pegasus,” in
the year 1785, and while at Placentia he very enm’estly
persuaded th‘e inhabitants to erect a church for the meme
bers of the English communion there. He not only sub-
scribed himself £50 by way of example and encourage~
ment, and to testify his own sincere and anxious desire,
but he visited and exhorted the people from house to
house, and did not suffer his interest and exertions to
flag till he saw the good work in progress, and ' available
for public worship.  His care and concern for the church
did not cease on quitting Newfoundland, for two years
after he was pleased to send out from England a com-
plete and handsome set of Communion plate, bearing hig
royal arms and name, and expressly appropriated to the
use of the inhabitants worshipping there,

The church thus erected aud furnished by royal

ounty. (a rare instance of. wall Aie. -+ 2 wewl wak Al
Bcence &Y yuuné“.) obtained the. due and complete

ministrations of our sacred services iety

for the Propagation of the Gospel. 'tlhv:zuagll:x:;i,%:?'fl:!
Rev. Mr. Harris and the Rev. Mr. Evans, were sent and
supported by that noble Society. The latter, however,

left Placentia, and returned to England thirly-seven'
years ago; and sinece his removal, sad to relate, no
clergyman has been appointed! The consequences are
such as might be expected. The services in the church
were of course discontinued, and no’ clergyman was
found either to baptize, or bury, or perform any of the
offices, or administer the consolations of our Holy Faith.
Can it be wondered that many members of the Church
sought or accepted at the hands of the Roman Catholie
clergy, the sacraments and other offices of religion, and
were joined to their Communion? The chureh was
closed, neglefﬁted, and by degrees fell into decay ; and
the Communion plate, though carefully and honourably
preserved, is now only exhibited as a most interesting
royal gift, testifying the early zeal and liberality of the
sailor king.

Such was the state of things on the Bishop’s late visit.
Three or four families only, of Protestants, remain in the
place, and the church is in a melancholy state of decay
and desolation:  Divine service, however, was duly per-
formed. ~ All the Protestant inhabitauts attendtd: two
were confirmed, and four partook of the Holy Com-
munion ; the royal gift being produced and used on the
occasion, which was felt by all to be a solemn and affecte
ing one. The few remaining members of the Church
are of great respectability, and mourn deeply over their
destitution of the means of grace and religions privileges,
they are most anxious to see their church, if not restor-
ed, yet pres_erved from utter ruin. It is, however, quite
beyond their means to accomplish, in straitened eirewm-
stances, that good work, to which it is believed they ure
moved by genuine feelings of devotion, with which loys
alty and gratitude for royal favour and bounty may not
unworthllf' be mixed up. The sum of from £200. to
£250 would restore the fabric to a sound and secure state,
likely to last many years; and £100 more would render
the intcrior appearance and accommodation decent and
sufficient. Considering the origin of this church, as well
as the sacred purposes which it was intended to, and did
for so many years serve, it is thought that not a few per-
sons in England would be glad to assist in preserving
sucl_l an interesting relic of royal bounty, and a temple
dedicated and once employed to God’s honour, aceord: ng
to the sacred rites and services of our national Chuorch,
It may be properly mentioned, that two heads of the
Protestant famllle§ are natives of the place, and have
continued stedfast in their faith through many and grieva
ous trials, and are endeavouring, according to their know-
ledge and opportunities, to bring up their children in
their own and father's profession, If they can only hope
to be visited occasionally by a missionary, it would ge
felt a privilege on such an oceasion to assemble in theiy
ancient, honoured church; and the very sight of it re«
stored or seeured for a time, would encourage them to
persevere, and to huﬁe, as they pray, that their OPPOrLua
nities of united worship, and holy instruection and CON§o=
lation, may yet be renewed and increased, The Bishop
has consented to receive subseriptions, and has bimself
contributed £50. The few Protestant families will assisg
according to their means. T'he only merchant connected
with the place is a Roman Catholic, who, though very
friendly and liberal to his Protestant neighbours, cannot
be expected to promote this object.

It may not improperly be mentioned in connexion with
this subject, that in the whole of Placentia bay, containing
at this time 2000 Protestants, scattered along 150 miles
of stormy coast, on islands and in creeks almost inaccess
sible—in all this bay there is but one missionary of our
Church, and he a Deacon only, aud no other Protestant
clergyman for 130 miles on either side. The results of
such destitution, far worse than the decay of any mate-
rial temple, may too surely be anticipated, In the same
bay there are now five Roman Catholic priests, where a
few years ago was only one. Do-none of our brethren
in England hear a voice crying from our desolate and
deserted coasts (desolate and deserted in respect of all
spiritual privileges and means of grace), “ Come over and
help us?”

The foregoing statement has, by desire of the Bishop of
Newfoundland, been submitted to Her Majesty the Queen
Dow_ager, and Immediately received the most gracious
consideration, as will appear by the following letter, which
by Her Majesty’s command, was addressed to the Secre=
tary of the Society,

¢ Witley Courty Jan, 3, 1846.

“ My dear Sir,-. A memorial has lately been received
by the.Queen Dowager from the Bishop of Newfoundland,
in \yhlqh, among other mournful details of the spiritual
d.esm‘utmn Prevailing in his diocese, was described the
dilapidated condition of the church at Placentia; the ori-
ginal erection of which was mainly accomplished by the
perspnal exertions, as well as the pecuniary contribution
of his late Majesty, King William IV., when, at an early
peviod of his naval career, he commanded the * Pegasus’
on the Newfoundland station. The memorial stated that

put a similar inquiry : What advantage is there in

the church had so far fallen into decay as to be unfit for



