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Rev. Mr. Lewis, says of him, '«He expressed a great sense
of religion, and wiotc like one that lived in the fear of God,
and wvas very desirous of promoting bis honour and glory ;"'
and it is impossible to read Caxtan's repeated expressions
of bis own mind and feeling without endorsing this opinion
of bis biographer. We see the frank-hearted, always fro-
speaking man constantly, wlienever be had any project in
hand, committing thc undertaking ta the Divine guidance-
often putting up a simple prayer tbat he may be enabled te
bring the wvark to a good end, - ta the honour and glory
of Almiglity God." It i quite truc that be did print a con-
siderable number of books of thc chivaîrous, heroic, atîd
romantic kind, and lic siov. s, maireover, by dtlî selection ho
miade, and by his rcnîarks concerning theni. that ho bad a
gcnuinc taste, a truc Englishnmans likitig. for feats of cbivalry
and dauntless daring. as well as for the details of courtly
spiendour and luxurious display ; and we only say that, for
aur part. we like hini none the worse for that. In judging,
him, however, we arc bound to take into consideration the
facts of bis position. He[ wvas in favour with rnany of the
frequenters of the court ; thcy wvcre bis first patrons and
bis best, and the constant encouragers cf bis unwearied
industry, and lic naturally consulted their taste and wishes,
and supplied theni wlth sucb books as they would approve
and pay for; if he lxad net done se he would certainly have
ferfeited their favour, and perbaps have lapsed into poverty.
How wvas it, many have asked, that Caxton, the first English
printer, did not print the Bible? The question is a pertinent
one, scoing that England wvas tbcn without the Bible, and
that on the Continent the printing of the Bible had been
Coing on fran, the first discovery cf the art, and had produced.
nîost important results. The answcr, howvever, is not far to.
seck. The Bible at that part icular periad could not be safely
printcd by any anc in England. Caxton knewv the feeling of
the priesthoc.d on this subjcct quite well. Before be Icît


