‘cultivation and the manufacture have reached

-of what are called fow yarns, that is, by

" . the bleaching the web for sail cloth improves
“it or not ; the general opinion is that it does
--by taking away the rotting matter from the

- some parts of Western Europe.

parison with the new one, the more espe-
cially as cotton has so extensively’ super-
seded linen and woollen. *Great Britain is
now the first country in the world for textile
fabrics, though’ there are still aneient
seats of manufactures on the Continent,where
they produce p'lrhculnr .uhcles of a superior
quality;
What we lave to do lere,is to go on
with the rest of the world. England and
even'the United Statcs, which me ]aroe im-
porters from Russia; will take any quantity
we' can produce, either of flax or hemp.
But it should be perfectly understood that
the old modes of preparing the fibre are
obsolete, and that the new ones require both|i
skill, and capital, while the farmer ‘here
has not, in 2'general way,suflicient of either to
cultivate his land to-advantage. In the
North of Ireland this has been very much
obviated by the formation of public societies
and government Boards, through which the

their present high state of efficiency. We ob-
serve that voluntary associations are joining
for the establishment of what are called
“« Rolteries,” that is, places, or agencics, for
purchasing’ straw from the farmer at the
market price, and preparing it for the spin-
ner, by the best modern methods.

The ‘great conswaptioni of hemp is for,
cordage and for sailcloth in the navy. Can-
vass is generally made of it. - Flax is used
for the finer fabrics, such as lace and shirt-
ings. - Sail cloth canvass is generally made

sclecting the short fibres in the process
called Imcklmg, which consists in drawing
the fibre by the hand through a’ series. of]
steel spikes, the shorer being left behind and

forming the tow. Itis questionable whether

fabric, so that it will not ferment or mildew.

‘IIemp is  principally cultivated in the
nortliern parts of Lmope, in the vast

alluvial vmlhes of Austria and Prussn. Tt

is also cultivated to a considerable extent in
In Britain

we believe it is only grown in the low lands
of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, where it is
subjected to a high process of cultivation,
and alternated with other crops.. Theré
can be no doubt that a very large portion
of tlus country is well fitted for its cultiva-
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comparitively unproductive tract of fen land
which lies’ right and left of the Lachine
Railway, and there aie many tracts of land
of the sume kind which would be equally
suited for it, and scarcely for any thing else.

Tlax is already cultivated heye, butin a
miserable” manuer of cultivation.”  If the
seeds or oil cake were consumed on the
premises it would not be an exhaustive crop.
Asitis, the land being const'mtly robbed,
it dwindles a“:\y mlserably and, everythmfr
béing sold offy it exhausts the soil.

Tlax does.not require such a heavy soil as
hemp ; its roots do not strike so deep. We
never saw it indigenous, that is, self sown,
in this country. The hemp, on the contrary,
{lourishes with the greatest lixuriance
wherever it can find a footing. It has be-
come a troublesome weed where it ought to
be a valuable product. :

The latest quotations we lave scen give
the Dest qualities of flax are up to seventy
pounds a ton, and of hemp to sixty-five. At
this price the cultivation of both would pay
well in Canada. And, the value of the
article being so great, even the badness of]
our roads would be neutralized. But it will
require a good style of cultivation. The
exhaustive system, that is, tlie taking every
tlang out of the land and puttmg nothmrr in,
will never do. ‘The land must be kept in
high condition. The hemp affoids no man-
ure, but the flax does in ' its seed, though, if]
for textile purposes, the plant ought to be
pulled before the oily principle is developed
in the seed. Tlax may be grown with pro-
fitasitis very extensively in Holland, for the

a very bigh system of farming, and for the
present we may perhaps be content for
growing it for the fibre.

The Farmer’s Guide to Scientific and Prac:
tical Agrieulture, detailing the Labours
of the Farmer, in all their Variety, and
Adapting them to the Scasons of the
Yearas they Suceessively Oceur. By
Heory Stephens, F. R. S, E., author|.

- of ¢« Thé Book of the Farm,” ete. ete.
cte. Assisted by John P. Norton, M.
A., Professor of ‘Scientilic Agriculture
in ) ale College, New Haven. In twe
Volumes,—wnth numerous Ilustrations.

New York : Leonard, Scott & Co.
Montreal : 1. Ramsay.
Toronto : A. XL, Armour.& Co.

It would be utterly impossible, within our
limits, to give any thing like a comprehensive

sake of the oil in the seeds’; but this requires|

53

sand pages. It is faithfully exccuted through-
out, and well illustrated by wood cuts. The
variety of information it affords is singularly
intéresting. Tt isa book of the: household
as well as'a book of the farm.’

The pnnclplcs -of farming are in reallty
the same all over the world, but any local
adaptation that is required is supplied by the
American Appendix from the pen of Pro-
fessor Nortor of Yale College.

Ifany of our friends thmk it is an, easy

" Imatter to réview an anyc]opedm, we should

like them to try. .
The work before us is perhaps the most

relating to ‘agriculture, and agricultural
science. - Nothing can possibly be more
clear and-lucid. - And from reading a large
portion of it very carefully we: can say that
it is exccuted wilh' lhe greatest research
and fidelity.. The illustrations are of the best
quality.  And we can safely recommend it
to any of our readers who wish to acquire a
knowledge of scientifical and economical
farming. ' '

\Ve can best give an idea of the book by
the following table of contents :—

Part I.—Winter. )

The Feeding and TFattening of Cattle,

Horses; and Swine ;: the , Threshing and

Preserving, Increasing, and Economizing the

pation of the Steading ;the I uedmg of Sheep
and Cattle on Turnips; the Treatment of
TFarm Tlorses ; the Rationale of the Feeding
of Anmimals, de. Under this head there
are twenty-five differcnt subjects mmutcly
and thmuug/zl y discussed. :
Part II.—Spring
"The Management of Cows, Calves, and
other Domcstlc Animals ; the Ploughing,
Ribbing, and Drilling of Land ; the Sowing
of Splmw Wheat, Pense, Tares, Oatl,
Lucerne, Sainfoin, Grass—sceds,Barlcy, &e;
the Planting of Potatocs and oflier Vegeta-
bles; the IIatchmrr of Fowls; Summary of
the Tield Op(.rntlons and the Weather ; the
Rolling of Land; the Turning of Dung-
hills 5 The anbmfr of Ewes’; the Farrow-
ing of Sows, &e.  Under this head there
are twenty-siz subjecls.
Part IIL—Swmmer.

The Sowing and Summer Treatment of
TFlax, Hemp, Kohi Rabi or Turnip-footed
C'xbb'wc, Mangold Wurtzel, Carrots, Pars-
nips, R'lpc, Buckwheat, Sunﬂower, Madia,
&ec., &e., the Planting and Culture’ of ‘the
Hop, C'tbb'me, Mmze, &¢.; the Rationale
of the Germination of Seeds; the Disposal
of Tat Sheep and Cattle ; the Pasturing

view of this great work of nearly two thou-

-1on. Among the rest we would notice the

and General Management of Horses, Cat.

elaborate dictionary extant of everything:

Winnowing of- Grain; the best niethods of -

various Manures ; H the Weather ; the Oceu-




