
Account of 7homas topham, thefßrong Man.
feen the clouds, like camels, eagerly gazing
on che fars ;

S. While the eyes of heaven wept on the
bright borders of the fky ;

9. The lightning difplaycd his thining
teeth, with wonder at this change in the
firmament .

Io. Andthe-thunder almoft burft the
ears of the deafened rocks.

xr. She was derirous of embracing me,
but, thteugh modefly, declined my cm.
brace.

iz. Tears bedewed her cheeks, and, to
my eyes, watered a bowér of rofes.

x3. Whenihe fpake, her panting fighs
blew flames into my heart.

r4.- She continued expoftulating with
me on my excefflivç derire of travel.
' i5. Thou haft melted my heart, fhe faid,

and made it feel inexpreffible anguifh.
16. Thou art pcrverfe in chy condua

to her who loves thee, -and obtequious to
thy guiteful advifer.

17. Thou gel round from country to
country, and art never pleafed with a fixed
relidence.

xS. One while the feas roll with thee,
and,' another while, thou art agitated! on
the Lhore.

1g. What fruit, but painful fatigue,
'can arife from rambling over foreign regi.
ons ?

2o. Haft thou affnciated with the wild
antelopes of the detert, an d forgotten the
tame deer ?

zi. Art thou weary then of our neigh.
bourhood ? O, wo to him, who flies from
bis beloved !

22. Have pity at length on my afflidced
heart, which feeks relief and cannot ob.
tain it.

ACCOUNT OF THOMAS TOPHAM, THE STRONG MAN.

From Huto>'s HißJory of Derby..

W E learnt from private accounts,
well atteiled, that 'l homas. Top-

ham, a man who kept a public houfe at
Ilflingron, performed furprifing ftzts of
flrength : as breaking a broomflick, of the
firft magnitude, by liriking it againft his
bare arm ; lifting two hogfheads'of water;
ieaving his horfc over the turnpike gate ;

carrying the beam of a boufe, as a foldier
his firelock,' &c. But, however belief
miight flagger, the faon recovered herfuif
when this fecond Sampfon appeared at
Derby, as a performer in public, at a ihil-
ling each. ,Tpon application-to Alderman
Cooper, 'for leave to exhibit, the m.agi.
firate was furprized ai the feats lie pro-
pofed ; and,' as ýhib appeariance was like that
of other men, he requefied him, to flrip,
that he might, examine whether he was
made like them ; but he was found to be
extrcmeiy murcular. What were hollows
under the arims and hamsof others, were
filled up with ligaments in him.
1 J-le appeated near five fecet ten, turned

of thirty, well-made but nothing fingular ;
lhe*walked with a fmall limp. He bad for-
merl'..laid a wager the ufual decider'of
difputes, that three horfes codLid noçdraw.
him ir9m a pof1, which .he ihould clafp,
with his feet i but the driver giving them
a fudden.lafh, ,tuirned them af:de, and the
un hexpeced jerk-had broke his-thigh.

The performances of this wonderful
man, in vhom ' were uinited the flrwngti

of twelve, were rolling up a pewter dilh
of feven pounds, as a man rolis upfa'iheet
of paper-holding a pewter quart at arms
length, and fqueezing the fides together
like an egg-fhell-lifting twio, hundred
weight with his little finger, -and moaving
it gently over bis head.-The bodies; he
touched feemcd to have loft their powers
of gravitation -He alfo- broke a rope,
faflened to the floor, that ,would fuflain
twenty hundred weight-lifted an oak ta-
ble fix feet long with his teeth, though
half a hundred weight was hung ta the
extremity j a piece of leather was fixed to
one end for bis teeth to hold, two of the
feet fnood upon bis kneeç, and he raifed
the end with the weight higher than that-
in his mouth he took Mr. Chambers, vicar
of Ail Saints, who weighed twenty feven
ilone, and raifec him with one hand-his
head being laid on ong-chair, and his feet
en another, four people, fourteen nlone
each, fat upon his body, which he heaved
at pleafure-he firdck a. round bar of iron,
one inch diamecter, againft his naked ar m,
and at one firoke -bent it like abow.
Weaknefs and feeling feemed fled-together.

Beinig '- mafler of mufic, he entertained
the comp4ny with 1Mad Tom. W.heard,

- him fing a folo to the organ, in Sr. War-
bu..gh's church, then the only one in Der-
by-; but thoügh he, rnight perform"with1,
j udgment,.yet the voicrmore terrible than
fweet, .fcarcely feeniedj. hlin. Tbçugh


