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to take fome of it. mtcrnally, which he did,

in a few days his wounds were healed, -

and the inward _pains were removed.,
There grows in the gardens of Jericho a
fhrub known in the Hebrew language by
the name of copbery which the Latins call
Gprus. It is common ih that iftand, and
Y havedeferibed it under the name of kerna,
Rofe-buthes are found alfo in the ficlds
‘here, but of a fpecies much infetior to
“thofe fo much extolled in the Bible, the
flowers of which fome natoralifis prctcnd
to have in their cabinets, The rofe thrub
of Jericho is a fmall plant, with' a buthy
root, about an inch and a half in length.,

from the earth «they are covered with Jew

It has ‘a ‘number of fterms which dw}rgc,_

Jeaves ; but it is loaded with' Rowers, -

which appear red when in bud, turn paler-
and at length became

Thefe flowers appear to .

- as they expand,
avhite entirely,

me to-have a great refemblancé to thofe of

T . .
. the eldeftree ; with .this difference, that

they are entirely deftitute of fmell, The
ftems never rife more than four or five
- inches from the ground, :

This fhrub theds its leaves and its Aowers
as it withers, Its branches then bend in
the middle ; and becominzentwined with'
.each other tg the top, form a kind of globe.
This happens dunng the great heats ;

~during moift and rainy- weather they’ ag:un
~open and expand,
In this canntry of ignorance and fuper-

ftition, people do not )udgc with a philo- ~

. fophical eye of the alternate thutting and
opefiing of this plant : it appears to them
to bea pcnodccal miracle, which' heaven

operates in order to make known the e -

vents of this world, The inhabitants of

but*’”

of April.

dccoum‘ af the Coutcbouc, or Indian R'zl)b

* the neighbouring c:mto_m come and ex.
~amine thefe fhrubs when they are abhout

to undertake o journey, to form an alli.
ance, to cenclude any affair of importance,
or on the birth of a fon, If the flems of
the plant are open, they do not doubt of

" fuccefs ; but they account it a bad omen

to feco them {hut, and therefore renounce
their projelt if it be not too late.

“This plant Jis neither fub]t& to rot nor
towither, It will bear to be tranfplanied ¢
and thrives, without dcbcncraung. in any
kind of foil whatevér.” 1 do "not know

why it 35 called therefe ot’jcncho, as.ic

did not grow originally in that plain, ' 1
am mchnrd ‘to think that travellers who -

gave it the above'name, were ignorant
that it was brought from Arabia Petrea,

1 obferved in this. diftri@t feveral other
pl:nu, whicl’ ;\ppczrcd to be weuhy-of
notice, on account of their utility, and
the odour of their- flowers,- | colieted a

turd [ gave to Dr. Manetti.  He acliver
¢d his obfervations on them ata public

mesting of ‘the phllofoplnul and botamcal
fociety of Florence.

In a word, no vegetable produ&ions

are wannn;, to this plain which can: ren.
der it abundant :md happy :
thofe which are common, in Europé, it
contains.a great number peculiar to itfelf
" Jofephus afcribes this great fertility to
the heat of the atmofphere, and the abun.
dance of watghhy the onc makes plants

" expand, and the other refrefes them.

“I'his plain of Jericho is covered alfo at
prefent with rich crops of wheat and bar.
ley, which begins to npm about thc end

.

' ‘On the USES tl.at may bc m:dc of CODTCHOUC, FL:\ST]C GU\'I or X‘QD\A\ :

oy

RUBBER, In ARTS and MA‘\IUF.—CIU!\hS wuh an Accoum of mc Mannes of

B obtammg and manufa&urmg ity

| Tms fubfiance, called cc.u:b;ur is de-

nominated elafic gum, or elaflic refiny

" by philofophers in Europe 5 but It is now

- generally knewa in the thops by the narie

- of Indian rubber ; a fubfiance -that few of.
Iris -

" 6ur readers dre not acquainted with.’
" a firm, tough, pliable fubftant®, greatly
refembling ‘fome Kinds: of lcagher; bur it
" poffefies a dpgree of clafiiciry - thet cznunt
be equalled by any known fu Tance in
nature. /1t "admits-of beivg frerched out
" in every- ‘dire@ion to an .eﬁumﬂung dg‘
gree i and’ when the diftending powes s
removcd, it recoversits former fhape and
:ppcaxamc., fx Aither can be diffolved in
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._hut it naither beeomes tiaid,

veater, in 1rdcm fpirits, in acxds.,nor nlk:z-
line liquors, in the ordinary flite of our.

atmofphere. | “Oils, in .fome meafure, adt’

upon ir; but the ntnohc sether js the on-
ly complete - fulvent of it that s as vct;

known. ;t is inflammable, and “burns-
with 3 clear fieady flamey enfitting then a’

fight fmell, not atall dlf'ﬂgrwayjc‘ When |
ex w:viui 1o 4 cold air, it is mofe hard'and -

rit; dd thn unger’ a mddct/ temperature,
no. lofus ..s

alaticity, tilidtis u,wfcd to amuchanoe’

Intende errc» of beaf than iy ever exjieris
Cenced in any c.smaz: on the globhe, 1t
MAY, l'nwgy he mcltcd by-a vcry intenfe.

dwt‘c

-great number of them, wWich on my re-

bcﬁdc a“'|



