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CHANGING HALIFAX

BY ARCHIBALI) MACMECHAN

WITH PICTURES BY CYRTH RUSSELL

TIIIIONI) on lier rocky peulinsulaTbetween flic Iarbour, the Basin
and the A rut, crowned witlî lier star-
shaped citadel, and girdled by the
bine sait water, Hlalifax, the City of
the Triple Haven, looks eastward

over the Atlantie. In tlic very inid-
(le of the eiglhteenth century thie
1-onourable Edward Cornwallîs liad
the original town hewcd out of thle
spruce wood which elothed flic bill-
side sioping steeply fo the beach.
City-planning was stili inedieval. The
ideal was a fortified enclosure, de-
signed to accomniodate the inaximunt
number of inhabitants within fthc
minimum of space. So Hlalifax was
laid out by mîlitary engincers, witlî
narrow streefs, fenced in by a rougli
abattis of felled f rees and block-
houses. Those were dangerous fîmes.
The Micmacs capfured or shot ani
scalped the unwary soldier or setf 1er
wtho ventured "outside the pickets,"
and soon fthc Seven Years War broke
out and life was stili less seeure. The
fortifications were strengthened and
stone-faced batteries were buÎit along
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the water-frotf. Froni the harbour,
Hlalifax used to look like a walled
townm. Along Ilie water-froîtt ran a
hune of enibrasures, ecdi witli ifs
blaek-mnioutlîed gun.

Front 1749 to lthe present dlay the
basincess centre of Hlalifax lias becît
flic original niieicus about George
SItreet, at the foot of wlîich stood fthe
pillory and flic galiows. The citv ex-
panded in the ouly two possible direc-
lions, northward and southward. The
forth suburlis wcrc naîncd Gidttingcît
by sefflers from flhe Rhineland and
flie sont h suburbs werc called Irish-
town. lThe linge central boss of land
which dominated ail was naturally
used as a fort from flic first, like flic
acropolîs of the mosf ancient city.
Befween ifs base and fthe watcr, Hall-
fax lias grown, decaycd, bas been
bult and rcbuiif for a century and a
haif.

The middle of the ninetcenth cen-
tury broughf in the age of steain, a
magie power flic city founder neyer
drcamed of. Halifax musf be joincd
liv iroît bands, flrst witli fthc chief


