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more than they once d1

). ,
fait on & nunfber of ‘topics Swhxch would
of ‘study"if drawn’ from

requirg”yes

books,  For stich men, nud such re-
quireménts the magazing ox newspaper
is the ono great cssential. In such a.

pubhcmon we finil coneentrated and
- reduced. to the most appreciable mea-
sure, all of that knowledge on any sub-
Jeet necessary to a fair comprehensxon
of at least its gencral scope of char-
acter. .

In proportnon to the’influence of the
periodical press, and the rccoghition
and,_acceptance thereof by the people
should be the care exercised in promo-
tion and proservation of the wholesome-
ness of its teachings. This is positively
true from a Catholic and Irish stand-
pomt—not that we would make Liter-
ature segtarian” or in a co~mopolxt'1n
commumt) limit its sphere to a nation-
ality ; but” that as’ the tendency of
modern encyclopedists is to undermine

faith'on’ the one hdnd and trample out’

patriotic aspiration on the other, it
should be a duty to set up a’ s'tf'eoru'nd
arr'unsb contaminating compr omxses in
. 1'ehgxon and supply an antidote to the
poison in political matters so frecly
dealt out by thie enemy. If was once
tritely and traly declared by Rev. Dr.
Hecler of New York that “we are
numerous enough and strong, enough in
;all 1'chgxous htcr’uy and scxenmhc
atter to suffice for ourselves.” There
is n0 reason in the world but our. own
- spiritual’ mdolcuce, and the torpidity of
~our consciences, why we should feed on
.. the’ unwholccome garbage provided f‘or
“us by the humamtmmmsm and prurien-
‘cy of the age.. We are able to have
a rreneml Jltcmtme of owr own the
vproductmn of ‘genuine Catholic, taste
and genius if we Syl it; our means are
ample the rrovemmem and civil insti-
tutions p]ace no obstacles in our way.
Our Cdtholic community is large enought
and’ cont'uns readers enough to sustain
‘as m’my perlodmls as aro
_V\’hatls trae in the: religious sense is
C“trué in the natlon'll and ‘while : we
‘hem'txly join in" the: as virations- of ‘a
“healthy Catholic tonein the pubhcatlons

read by‘Cathohcs, we would, with the’

. same'h artiness advoc,ate and labor for
“an Iilsh‘ ‘tone in pubhcatxona patrom?ed
‘ 'by Imshmen, - On thls pomt there'is no

i | voom for com

'ddvoc'\tc, or to defend.’

land’ profitable cmp]oyment

needed:

'ronuscs. 'l‘hero' must
be a defined’ policy in o pSriodicil if its
téfchings ave’ dosigned to insiitict, to
The ¢ clnp in
porridge” is an old illustration, of
mutlhby cither for strength _or flavor
in the household cconomy, Now, thiero
are two conditions necessary to off chtive-
ness in tho mission of the pcnodlcal
press—One, the mnational = spirit “and
religious fervor of the Irish Catholic com-
mumty' the other, the fitness of the re-
presentative publxcm who undertales to
guide the project. The fivst we hope'to
see developing itself as intellectual food
worthy of aceeptance is prcscnted the
second will, or ought, in greal degree
depend upon the first.

Llom the modernness of the literary
profession its votaries have no rank— .
no - recognized professional - place in
society guaranteed by diploma; they
arconly cu'mﬁcatcd by the ability which
they can make felt before their renders.
There is 10°Guild of Literature to give
authority by sealed instrument. ~ The

French and other Buropean nations are "

in advanee of us. Thé designatiofi
Homme delettres is aswell undemtood ag’
Avocat or Medecin. But by what name
shall we call & man. in this country
who déiives his livelihood from' litéra:’
ture whicl is likely to b understood.
Some journalists, by profésssion are’
merely so by accident; they are rarely
cducated to the life as to a permancny
When o
man' has failed in other lines it is sup-
posed he may safely retredt upon editor-
ship as an occupation requiring neither
capifal mor more than very meagrg’
abilities.” And this, perhaps, may be
taken as c\pl'mnhon or excuse for tho
somewhat —sweeping chaiges urged
against Catholic journals some Hime ago
in 4 New York Catholic pubhcahon
“The cdltm and publishérs of Cathdlic .
Journals” it says ¢“edit and’ 1)ubhsh
them as a' lawful business, and very,
naturally -seek the widest circulation
possible. To sceurc that they neces-
sarily appeal to the broadest and there:,
fore the lowest average of intelligende
and virtue of the’ public. they addrass.” ‘
If “a tithe of this alleg'xtlon be teue it is
time to 1'omovo the réproach by 1-cmcdy- ’
ing the evil. ,

And the ﬁrst step to a 1-emedy 1s a




