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ST. PATRICK'S DAY.

St. Patrick's Day is a religious festival, and
Catholic Irishmen should observe it by Is;sisting
with their families at the loly Sacrifice, to
thank Aliighty Cod for the great favor He

a frown to set Ue on miaiv a imianlv brow. Somlo
good Catholic and pioisly incliied people say

tliat Irislmnen lite Enacind uijiit ly . We

lite her, but not uinjustly, )r. Itrownsoi be

oir wvitiiessti IWIat is England i' he asks in

his luview for Janiulary, and answers:
"l She is the oldesi, the best orgainized, and the

most impious usurper agiiinst the authority of
Alinighty God to.be foutd on the earth. l'he
Britsh Lion bowsi ncither to iain nor t God.
11er queen, by usurpation, assulues to be tle
Head of the Church of God in lier domîinions.

HIer Parliaient creates and reguliates this
Cliurcl. It defines its faitti, forbids its op-
posite, and prescribes wvith minute details the
ianner in which Almiiiglity God shall or shall

not be wvorshiipped in its domiinions, and legal-
izes the prayers to be addressed to iin. Thus shl

assumies sovereigiity over lieavîei, over lier
dominions on carth, aud over hell. This is the

bestowed on lreland in sending St. Patrick to moral ionster whose garients are dyed with

lier shores ; for the success with vhich HIe has the lîlood of all nations. 'l'le Irish race, thei

crowned the labors of lis Apostle; for the

Divine gift of Faith vhicli has tmade IrelIid a
land of Saints and Martyrs ; for the adoraible

Providence which has attended exiled Irislincî|
in every clime.

St. Patrick's Day is also a national festival
and as such sliould bc celebrated iy all Irish-

men irrespective oferced. The out-door dislplay.
or procession, is natioînal, not religious, and is
open to the Protestant Irish31mai as well is to
the Catholic Irishian,-to every one who loves

old Ireland, and lonestly believes that she is a

nation, capable of governing lierself without the

intermeddling of her swcet sister Enîgland. We

wish to sec the national part of the festival

celebrated in a national mîanner, and hope tuat

on theapproaching l7th, every Irislhmnan , worthy
of the nane, iill be found iii line of procession

with the dear little sliamrock nestling iear his
hecart.

Many will be the aspirations on St. Patrick's
Day for the welfare of Ireland imany the pray-

ers for the successful accomplishment of Home

Rule. In the safe keepinîg of the leaders of

this movement--patriots every man of them-

the Irisli people have placed the priceuless trea-
sure of tleir nationality. Believing with our

countrymen at honme, that Home Rule is attain-

able by moral means, we say to the Home

Rule Leaguei, with al Our heart, Cod speed

your good work, and crowin it in Hbis ovnî good

time with the wreath of victory.
On St. Patrick's Duy thoughts of Englandi

the gentle, generous sister country wvill cause

unîsfaltering clilIdrei of faith, as if inspired by
a divine instinct, have alwvays liated lier."

But hatred for Enginul wi ll be furgotten in

an extacy of love for Ireland. St. Patrick will
lielp us to banish the gloomsy plist, and lie iill
cause Ireland to rise up before us, clothed in

the riglits a no distant future will restore to lier.

Tiîun let us Il be true io our own green isl,
Hear our parts asi men should do, for our owi green isle,
And our's the blits liall be,
[n the coming years to sece,
'eace and joy and liberty, in dur owvn green islo.

IRELANDIS NATIONAL ANNIYERSAIY.

It lias been customary for men ofIrish birth-

notoisly in tlcir native landu, but in every region

of the earth where Irisimen are found-to cele-
brate their national anniversary with festive

rejoicing.
Ahînost cvery nation has some one particular

day in the year which itecelebrates vith peculiar

festivity and thait day associated with soine

great man's naine. Ainerica has its Fourth of

July, and the illustrions naine of George Wash-

ington associated tlerewithî. Scotland gets

inerry, drinks deeply, and chants old national

ballads, on the anniversary of the birti-day of

" Roi>ie Burns. " England contrives to get up

a show of entliisiasmî about William Shakes-

peare. But it is the pîeciliarity ut Jreland (the

nost Christian nation in the wvorld) that, thouigh
no other country can show:a nobler list Of %rar-
riors, patriots, poets, ininstrcls, orittors-it is

aot the birth-day of any of thsese she celebrates.


