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and 1 preswone the chiel ane, in recomutending schools of genemi instruction,
was that the kindly/ Yympathies of our nature, being uided by habits of youthful
companiouship, @ weil as the benigh precepts of the Gospely might be watured,
as life advanced, into the charitics of Christisn neighbourhood. - 1t is obvious,
however, that the success of this endeavour will cntirely depend on the care
with which sicister intucnces are excluded from the minds of the children,
during the scasons sct apart for their separute imstruction in the teaets of therr
respective religions.
¢ The Roman Cetholic catechism, which will of course be used on these
occastons for the ckiidren of that communion, /coutains the, following questions
and answers : . - -
¢ Q, }» there but one true church ?—A. Aithough there be many sects, there
is but one true retigion, acd onc true church. . t - .
& Why is there but one true church ? A. As there is but one true God, there
can be but eue truz church \
¢ (3. How do you csli the true church >—A. The Romen Catholic Chureh
« Q. Areall ob.igd to be of that true church? —3. Yes. .
46 Q. "Why are ali cbliged to be of that wrue church? A, Because no cone
can be saved out of it. -
4z Q. How inuny ways are there of- sinning against faith?—A. Chiefly three,
€ Q. What arc these three ways 2—A. Iinst, by not secking to know what
God has taughs ; sccoad.y, ey not beligvizg wiiat God has taught, &e. -
¢ Q. Who are they thut do “niot bedeve whet God bas taught 7—A. Heretics
und infde’s. : ) '
¢« The Commissioners will surcly agree with me, in thinking that it would be
desitable to have these passages eapunged ; that as long as they shail continue to
be prirately izculcated upon the Roman Catholic children by their refigious in-
structors, uny other lessons they may receive will teach them dissinwuiation rather
than condial good feeling. The same wise and benevolent miotives which make
the Commissioners desirous to discover a religious book which might be common
to all parties, must inspire the anxiety that what is pecuiiar in religion should be
conveyed to the youthful mind without poisoring or drying up the fountain of
those sentiments, which neat to the love of God, it is tie great business of the
“Gospel to feed and  purify—¢ peace on earth, good will towards man.’ Let
them, then, endeavour to remove these questions and answers, Should they
succeed, the appointment of their Board wilidndeed be an auspicious era
in the history of ta’s country. But if they fail, or if it should be their fecling
that they ought not to try—tist these matters are beyond their sphere, that they
Telate so exc.usively 1o religion as not to be approached without invading the
Eghts of conscience, 1 ecan no longer elude the desponding conviction, that their
wishes wiil be disappsiuted, and their labours incfiectual.” pp. 16, 17.
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The following letter from the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Dublin, will shew the termination ac which- this business arrived.

¢ Dear Sir—T1 have been honored with your letter of the 14th instant, inti-
mating a wish 12 rec2ive an auswer to the suggestion_contained in the following
communication addressed 1o your Board by the Prelates of the established
Church : —¢ We suzgest to your Board' the propricty of obtaiuing from the Ro-
man Cathoiic Prelales, previous to the reception of sry new propesal, an expli-
it anssrer as to their wininguess or unwillingness to recommend the use of our
compilution in the national schools, with such modifications as may be agreed
upon.’ .

¢ On the sobject of this communication, I did hope that you wouid be saved
the trouble of making further inqui,y, 0o oll reasonable ground of doubt &p-
peared to me to be rumoved by my lelter of the 17th July and 26th December



