
6 THE CHRISTIAN.

Tho doctors had thoir convention here, but they Whon the issuo was an infalliblo church or an
were very quiet about it. I did net hear that they infallible book as at tho timo of tho roformation of
had discovered any new system of therapouties, so I the sixteenth century, Protestants very naturally
suppose people will get sick and die just the samo took a stand in faver of the Bible as a creed. It
as ever. Thon we had the Oddfellowa. I cannot tell may bo aflirmed that it is inspired, that it is an-
you nuch about thom, only that they had a thoritative, that it is intelligible, that it is moral,
"mooilight hop " on the samo night that ail the that it la perpetual, that it is catholic, and that is
churches have prayer meeting, and I know a aood is perfect.
nany were on buarct the star mer who ought to have If you ask me, thorefore, what the creed of the

heon at the prayer meeting in the differett Disciples is, I roply: Jesus of Nazaroth is the
churches. I do ntut think anuy true Christian can Christ the Son of the living God. We accept and
encourage sich work by thoir patrouago. Think are satisfied with this fundamental confession-
of tho work Christ bas givan us to do. Think of this rock on which Christ built His church. "But,"
the seuls perishing, and thon ask, Am 1 doing nmy you say, " do not ail Christians believe thisl"
duty to my God and te my fellowmen? lI the Yes, but " with us, the Divinity and Christhood
Stnday &dioot Timtes of Aug. Gth I road a good of Jesus is more than a mer itom of eloctrine-it
thing by one of the contributors on this subject. is the central truth of the Christian system, and lu
It is as follows . " It is the one and only business an important sonse tho Creed of Christianity. It
of the church to fill the world with ita doctrine." in the one fundameutal trIt vhich wo are jealous-
That is what the church was established for, and )y careful te guard again8t ail compromise. To
nothing else. You might net think so, judging persuade mail te trust and love and oboy a Divine
frout what you see the churci doing; for thcra are Saviur, is the one groat end for whjch WC lahor
nîsuy churches which never eeom te have the iu preaching the gospel, assured that if men are
faintest idea as te what their primo duty ie. right about Christ ; Christ wis. bring them right
Judging by their acta, you wouild think that the about everythiug aise. VO thofore preach Jus
chirch was established te have oloquent prcaching Christ nd Hu crucifted.e r dimand ne othir
about indifferont thiîîgs, axtd abovu ail, fine mutsin* faitît, lu erder te baptîsm sud churchs membership,
lut otherd yoti fiud hu lirgest amouint of eort put tnte the fantt of tho beart lu Jes s as th Chrit,
forth in festivals, faire, entertainînents, and fli the Son ef th living ad; ur have wv ay ter s
like; shilo th> filiu, ef the town or village with or baud of fluowahîp bt fait i tiis Divine R-
the doctrine of Jesus is the lent thiîig te which, deoer, and obedience t Him. Ail who trust in
thoy pay attention. ls net this sol For this rea- the oi of God and obey eim, are brethr , heow-
son iuany are sîckly, and inany sloop. For titis over wreîig they may ho about alnythling e1so ; aud
reason tite gospel socis te have lst ite powir, those who do nlt trust i tiis Divine Saviur for
and worldlisiess te have gaincd greund. Tite werld salvati n and ob y His coingnandmcnts, are net
ta alway beau trying te sprcad ita doctrine, whilo ottr brothrnu, howovor intelligent and exeln
the church slaops. What u the beat way te revive thcy may h in ail beside."
a slubering church t Lot it get again te itC h i mentien a second pecliarity. Tho con-
logiuinate work cf fielin g the world with the dc- fession rdequird befere baptism, and chrcb mei-
trine of Jesos, nd it wll amon be wide awakt. brship; what ai it h Yeu remtember that Jes
Thort is ne ther way that I knew cf. Do yhu said. o Wloseever * a confesa Me before
know of any t' T he forcgeng words may wh read mon hdm wof f confes befere my Father whicli is
preofitbly by every Disciple af Christ. W aise lu havon." Th>e posto Pail s wd tri hts upistle
had a visit frein Cardinl Gibbons; I h d laid awy tea the saints l Rome, bThat if thon that beliove
a fw cxtracts fron, a short addrss lie gave oro, iu thine uart that ad biath raised Him frein the
rih the inttetios of givig the te yu, but dead, thou sha t tr saved." And the bino ved dis.
find have mis-laid thea. And uow we have ted e ciple said "Every spirit that confeseth that
"S aveth-day Advt tsr " at work i a tet. At jesus Christ. hs conte le tho flesh hw ef God ; and
first thuy gathered quite a crowd, but b w ow th e mvery spirit that confessth net that Je."s Christ
aevelty s s being worn cf, ther is net sa any. is conte it thet flesh is net o Gud.l The divine
went a few tnie, but the last tde I went, th test o! orthodexy i, What think ye f Ch'rist
criptures wre an horribily mangled I was afraid t e hos Son is lib? oe ask mvery candidat fer

go agais. I nver board sch a perversion of the baptisn Do yot believe with your whole Jeau
word cf Gd ii my life. %is in a tou o! about that Jess o! Nazareth is th Christ, the Son of
tree housand inabitants, aud on a recent S t, he living Ged, nd yort Ss eor Do y u earnest-
piay ne as than ten dfferrD it religions rgaisiz- iy desire te ebey ate? TPis precise fore is net
tions waer av t wo; you will se> by that thait i t essential; but tRe thought i f. Every applicant for
a pretty bard place to brtild up a cturct. Stile WC iaptism met tn sae fer t confess wdth the moth
wtit earntetly couteîd fr ti faith once given t that Jeans is tuhe Soaef Go, and that e ov is-
tue saints. OJur work mes aiong elowly, 1 wish 1 cepted as a personai Saviotîr. " We submit ne
coula get it te go faster, but 1 canuot. 1 sutppose otiier tests but faîth and repentance, iu adrnittingW ail wud like te sen more doe. But lot .persns te btptisn and c.trch mtuberstip. WC
work antd pray on till the Master contes. We are prosent ta tient e Articles ef Fhaith other than
sura te do sme good in tiis way sud ill rceive theee article concering tht Diviity sud Christ-
th " Welil dette" at lft. hood ef Jesso ; we demand no narratdon f the

SiureW. H. t . religions exprience orbler miaan is expressd lu a
gugiînt . Iverhad uhapresovonouftary confession Wof faith v Jeanis; w demand

ne probation te determine their fitness te corne into
wordthe church; but ifstaGntly, wi thoir vohontary cou

tr tuat ad ofessio of thz Christ, tinles there are god resseons
ti rE DISCIPLES se by tU T. te dot their inceritym they are accepte snd

baptiad, lu the nae of tht> Lord Jesus, and intom. What is th> cred of the Disciples? Yen th name of th t Father, th Son and the moy
say: iYu rOpudiate ail creeds, de you îIo t? By Spirit. Thcy are ths wedded t, Christ, sud net
cud eans. Thet Disciples du iudeed roject, as ef te a set of doctrines or a party."
authority, ail statem sr of faith of huian con. HL I mention a third pecuiarity, I speak nd w
strctin; but this la a very differen ti g fro m o baptism. As te the form of baptisn, Disciples
ropudiating aIl creed. Whie wo repttdiae ail agree with immerienisto Jesus walke d across the
hurnan atthoritative cras, We acctpt sud htld centry fo rty miles t e baptized o! John li te
fat tothe divine crE d. IL la often said, sud lu a river Jerda. ee od before His eyes overy text
senie it i .correct, "Tie Bible is ry creed. lu in th e O nd Testament. that mentions sprining;
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but He acted as I have indicated. Thoto ie soute-
thing in baptisn that requires poisons te arise that
thoy miay attend te the divino requiremont. Saul
of Tarsus, weak and faint frain intense mental ex-
citement, and from days of fasting, is told to arise
and be baptized. What not baptize him in a re.
clining posture? Aft;rward, in speaking of his
baptism, lie described it as a btrial. When speak-
ing of baptisra te the saints in Colosse, t o said:
" Buriod with Him (Christ) in baptism, wheroin
aise ye are risen with Him througi the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised Him from the
dead. Wo are told also that John baptizod "lin
Etton, near te Salim, becauso there was nti
wator there." Theso references, and others, seoni
te indicato immersion as the set which Jeans on-
joined when He comtmanded penitent sinner te
bh baptized.

As to the persons who have a scriptural riglt te
baptism, Disciples say that this divine ordinance
is only for those who believo in the Lord Jésus
Christ, and truly repont of sin. Here, again, wo
stand on undisputed territory. Infant baptism
lacks the atamp of Catholicity, whilo believer's
baptisam lias it. Thore le controversy about infant
baptisn; there is no controveray about the baptismi,
of believors.

As te the purpose, the design, of Christian bap-
tism, I have te say, first we repudiato the idea of
baptismal regeneration. Vo find no warrant in
God'a word for thinking that baptism bas power
te work a moral or spiritual change. On the other
hand, we do net teach that baptisn is a more form
or coremony by which persons ara admitted into
the visible church. Jesus says: " Cone unto Me."
In hîoly baptism the sinner makes his response.
Ii this sacred ordinance ho says: " Lord, I do
como te Thee. I formally, and soleiminly, and
truly give mysolf te Thoe here and now.

IV. I mention a forth pecuîliarity. This relates
te the Lord's Supper. The Disciples are not close
communionists. That baptism precedes commuion
is the teaching of ail Christians. The real ques-
tionu at this point is, What is baptismi ? We find
no authority in Scripture te sit in judgment on
this or that person and say, Thou shalt not. Nor
on the other hand, are we open communionists.
I cannot make an argument to show that persons
who have net submitted te Christ in baptismi, as I
ttnderstand Him te enjoin, shall come te th> Lord's
Table. This our open communion brethrenî do.
There are now men and woutn whose loyalty te
Christ catnot be doubted ; they believo in Him ;
they love Him; the general current of thoir lives
is in the way of obedience te Him ; of this
thore is no doubt in the mind of any reasonable
person; now, what shall I do? Shal I say te
them when the Lord's table is spread in the public
assembly : You shall net join us in this sweetly
solemn service? I can net dp se. I will net. I
will read froin the Divine Testimonies and say :
"Examine yourselves." We observe the Lord's
Supper on every firat day of the weok; for thus the
primitive Christians did. We do net invest the
ordinance with the awfulness.of a sacrament ; but
regard it as a sweet and precious feast of holy
muemories, designed te quicken our love for Christ
and cenent the ties of our commun brotherhood.
We thoreforo, observe it as a.part of o, ir regular
worship, every L->rd's day, and hold it a solemn,
but joyful and refreshing feast of love in which ail
the disciples of our Lord should feel it a great
privilege te unite. "Sacred to the memôry of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ" is written on this
simple and solon family feast in the Lord's
bouse."-B. B. Tyler.

CirANGE OF VIE IS.

A late Los Angeles (dal.) paper contains the fol-
lowing under well displayed headlincs:

" Rov. J. M. Harvey and Rev. W. 0.' Stevens
are pastors of the recently organized Gospel Taber-
nacle congregations at Teiperance Tomplo.- Thte
former gentleman was the first pator of .the
United Presbyterian Church, and bas since been
actively employed in city missionary' work.- Mr.


