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Tho doctors had their convention hero, but they
wore very quiet about it. I did not hear that they
had discoversd any new system of therapouties, so I
suppose people will get sick and die just the same
as evor, Then we had the Oddfellows. I cannot tell
you much about thom, only that thoy had a
** moonlight hop” on tho samo night that all the
churches have prayer meeting, and I know a good
many wore on board tho ster mer who ought to have
boon at the prayer meeting in the differeut
churches, 1 do not think any true Christian can
encourage such work by their patronage. Think
of the work Christ has givon us to do, Think of
the souls perishing, and then ask, Am 1 dving my
duty to my God and to my fellowmen? In the
Sunday School Times of Aug. Gith I read a good
thing by one of tho contributors on this subject.
It is as follows ; ““ 1t is tho ono and only business
of tho church to fill the world with its doctrine.”
That is what the church was ostablished for, and
nothing olse, You might not think so, judging
from what you sco the church doing; for thero are
many churches which never seem to havo tho
fuintest idea as to what their primo duty is.
Judgiog by their acts, you would think that the
church was established to have eloquent preaching
about indifferent things, and above all, fine musie-
In others you find the largest amount of cffort put
forth mn festivals, fuirs, entertainments, and tho
like; while the filling of the town or village with
the doctrine of Josus is tho last thing to which
thoy pay attentivn, Is not this 80?7 For this rea-
son many are sickly, and many sleep. For this
reason the guspel scems to have lost its power,
and worldliness to have gained ground. “The world
is alway been trying to spread its doctrine, while
the church sloeps. What is the best way to revive
a slumbering church? Let it get again to its
legitimato work of filling the world with the doc-
trine of Jesus, and it will soon be wide awake.
There is no other way that I know of. Do you
know of any 1" The furegoing words may be read
profitably by every Disciple of Christ. We also
had a visit from Cardinal Gibbons; I had laid away
a few extracts from a short address he gave here,
with tho intention of giving thom to you, but 1
find 1 have mis-laid thew. And now we have the
*‘ Suventh-day Advents” at work in a tent. At
first thoy gathered quite a crowd, but now the
novelty 18 being worn of, there is not so many, I
went & fow times, buc the last time I went, the
acriptures were 80 horribly mangled I was afraid to
gv aguin. I never heard such a porversion of the
word of God in my life. This is a town of about
. three thousand inhabitants, aud on a recent Sun-
day no less than ten differont religious organiza-
tiuns were at work; you will seo by that that it is
a protty hard place to build up a church, Still wo
must earnestly coutend for the faith once given to
the saints, Our work moves along slowly, I wish I
could get it to go faster, but I cannot. | suppose
we all would liko to sec more done, But lot us
work and pray on till the Master comes. Wo aro
sure to do svmo good in this way and will receive
the * Well done ™ at laat.

W. H. Harbixg,
Summerside, P. E. Island,

- BMiscellaneous.

THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST.

I, What is tho croed of tho Disciples? You
say: ‘‘ You repudiate all creeds, do younot?’ By
no means. Tho Disciples do indeed reject, as of
authority, all statements of faith of human con-
struction; but this is a very differenc thing from
repudiating all creeds. While wo repudiate all
human authoritative creods, wo accopt and hold
fast to'the divine creed. [t is often said, and in a
sense it is correct, ¢* The Biblo is my creed.”

When the issue was an infallible church or an
infallible book a3 at tho timo of tho reformation of
tho sixteonth century, Protostants very naturally
took a stand in favor of tho Bible as a cveed, It
may bo aflirmed that it ia inspired, thatit 18 an-
thoritative, that it is intolligible, that itis moral,
that it is perpetual, that it is catholic, and that is
is porfect.

If you ask me, therefore, what the creed of the
Disciples is, Iroply: Jesus of Nazaroth is the
Christ the Son of the living God. We accept and
are satisfied with this fundamental confession—
this rock on which Christ built His church, *But,”
you say, ‘* do not all Christinns beliove thisi”
Yes, but ‘¢ with us, the Divinity and Christhood
of Jesus is more than a mere itom of doctrino—it
is the contral truth of tho Ohristian system, and in
an important sense tho Creed of Christianity. It
ia the one fundamental truth which we aro jealous-
ly careful to guard against all compromise. To
persuade man to trust and love and obey a Divine
Saviour, is the ono great ond for which we labor
in preaching the gospel, assured that if men aro
right about Christ ; Christ will bring them right
about everything else. We therefore preach Josus
Christ and Him crucified. Wo domand no other
faith, in order to baptism and church membership,
than the faith of the heart in Jesus as tho Chriet,
the Son of the living Gud; nor have we any torm
or band of fellowship but faith in this Divine Re-
deemer, and obedience to Him, All who trust in
tho Son of God and obey Him, are brethren, how-
over wroug thoy may be about anything elso ; and
those who do not trust in this Divine Saviour for
salvation and obey His commandments, are not
our brothren, however intelligent and exceleat
they may be in all beside.”

IL. I mention a second peculiarity. The con-
fession required before baptism, and church mem-
bership; what is it? You remember that Jesus
said, * Whosoever * * shall confess Me before
men him wiil I confess beforo my Father which is
in heaven.” The apostlo Paul said in his epistle
to the saints in Rome, *“ That if thou shalt beliove
in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the
dead, thou shalt bo saved.” And the beloved dis-
ciple said : ‘* Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ. has come in the flesh is of God ; and
overy spirit that confessoth not that Jesus Christ
is come iu the flesh is not of God.” The divine
test of orthodoxy is, What think ye of Christ?
Whose Son is ha? Wo ask overy candidate for
baptism : Do you believe with your whole heart
that Jesus of Nazaroth is the Christ, the Son of
the living God, and yoru Saviomr? Do you earnest-
ly desire to obey Him? This preciso form is not
essential; but the thought is, Every applicant for
baptism mnst in some form confess with the mouth
that Jesus is the Son of God, and that He is ac-
copted asa personal Saviour. ** We submit no
other tests but faith and repentance, in admitting
persons tu baptisin and church mombership. Wo
present to them no Articles of Faith other than
the one article concerning the Divinity and Christ-
hood of Jesus; we demand no narration of the
religious experience other than is expressed in a
voluntary confession of faith in Jesns; we demand
no probatiun to determiuo their fitness to come into
the church; but instantly, on their voluntary con.
fession of the Christ, unless thero are good reasons
to doubt their sincority, they are accepted and
baptized, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and into
the name of tho Father, tho Son and the Holy
Spirit. They ure thus wodded to Christ, and not
to a sot of doctrines or a party.”

IIL. I mention a third pecaliarity, I spoak now
of baptism. As to the form of baptism, Disciples
agree with immersionists. Josus walked across the
country furty miles to Le baptized of John in the
river Jordan. Ho had before His eyes every text

in the Old Testament that mentions sprinkling ;

but Ho acted as [ have indicated. Theto is some-
thing in baptism that requires petsous to arise that
they may attond to the divino requirement. Saul
of Taraus, woak and faint from intense mental ox-
citement, and from days of fasting, is told to arise
and Lo baptized. What not baptize him in a re-
clining posture? Aftsrward, in spoaking of his
baptism, he described it as a burial, When speak-
ing of baptism to tho saints in Colosse, to said:
¢ Baried with Him (Christ) in baptism, wherein
also ye aro risen with Him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised Him from tho
dead. We aro told also that John baptized *‘in
Enon, near to Salim, becauso there was much
wator there.” Theso references, and others, seem
to indicate immorsion as the act which Jesus on-
joined when He commanded penitent sinners to
be baptized.

As to the persons who have a scriptural right to
baptism, Disciples say that this divine ordinance
is only for thcse who believe in tho Lord Jesus
Christ, and truly repent of sin. Hore, again, wo
stand on undisputed territory, Infant baptism
lacks the atamp of Catholicity, whilo believer's
baptism hasit. There is controversy about infant
baptism; thore is no controversy about the baptism,
of believers,

As to the purpose, the design, of Christian bap-
tism, I have to say, first wo repudiate the idea of
baptismal regencration. Wo find no warrant in
Gud's word for thinking that baptism has power
to work a moral orspiritual change. Oa the other
hand, wo do not teach that baptisin is a mere form
or ceromony by which persons ar> admitted into
the visidle church. Jesus says: ¢ Come unto Me.”
In holy baptism the sinner makes his response,
In this sacred ordinance he says: ** Lord; I do
como to Thoee. I formally, and solemnly, and
truly give mysolf to Thee here and now.

IV, TIwmention a forth peculiarity. This relates
to the Lord's Supper. The Disciples are not close
communionists. That baptism precedes commuion
is the teaching of all Christians. The real ques-
tiont at this point is, What is baptism? We find
no authority in Scripture to sit in judgment on
this or that person and say, Thou shalt not. Nor

on the other hand, are we open communionists,
I cannot make an argument to show that persons
who have not submitted to Christ in baptism, as I
underafand Him to enjoin, shall come to tho Lord’s
Tablo. This our open communion brethrea do.
There are now men and women 'whose loyalty to
Christ cannot be doubted ; they beliuve in Him ;
they love Him; tho general current of their lives
is in the way of obedience to Him ; of this
there is no doubt in the mind of any reasonable
person; now, what shall I do? Shall I say to
them when the Lord's table is spread in the public
assembly : You shall not join us in this sweetly
solomn tervico? T can not doso. I will not.
will read from the Divine Testimonies and say :
‘ Examine yoursolves.” We observe the Lord's
Supper on every first day of the week; for thus the
primitive Christians did. We do not invest the
ordinance with the awfuluoess.of a sacrament ; but
regard it as a sweet and precious feast of holy
memories, designed to quicken our love for Christ
and cement the ties of our common bratherhood.
We thoreforo, observe it as a.part of ~ ir regular
worship, cvery Lord’s day, and hold 1t a solemn,
but joyful and refreshing feast of love in which all
the disciples of our Lord should feel it a great
priviloge to unite, *‘Sacred to the momory of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ” is written on this
simple and solemn faumily feast in the Lord's
house.”—DB, B, Tyler.

CHANGE OF VIEWS.

A late Los Angolos (Cal.) papor contains the fol-
lowing under well displayed headlines:

“Rev. J. M. Horvey and Rev. W. Q. Stevens
are pastors of the recently organized Gospel Taber-
nacle congregations at Tomperance Temple.: The
former gentloman was the first paistor of the
United Presbyterian Church, and has aince been

actively employed in city missionary’ works Mnr,



