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LABOR CONCERNS.

As way promised in the Speech from
the Throne the government have intro-
duced in the Legislature an important Bill
relating toindustrial inatters. It provides
in the flrst place, for the establishment of
a Bureau of Labor Statistics, the duties
of the Commissioner of Laborbeing among
other things to col’ent statistics and other
information relating to industry aad
commerce, as well a3 to inquire into and
report upon the sociat and sanitarv con-
ditions of the working classes, their
homes and the places in which they are
cmployed. He is also to see that all laws
relating to labior are strictly carried out,
children, minors and women being
specially provided foo. e and his deputy
are, for the purposes of their office, em
powered to enter all places which they
may sce fit and are aided by the enact
ment in every possible way in the attain
ment of their object. For the above
purposes the province is 10 be divided
into districts, in cach of whichwillbe a
Council of Conciliatlon before whomn all
compiaints shall be brought by the Deputy
Commissioner of Statistics, whose busi
ness it shall be to udjust with the aid of
the Councit all disputes as far as possible.

This departure in this Province is fol
lowing legislation that has worked with
greater or less successin the United States
and Australia, »nd_in many instances and
particulars has been found to be exceed
ingly useful as xcll to the artizan classes
as to the mercantile community and the
employers of labor, Of course insome
cases it was only to be expected that inter
position of this kind should be a failure,
but on the whole rcal good has been ac
complished in this way, and the Govern
ment deserve credit for the action they
have taken., The measure as laid before
the rembera shows not ouly considerable
interest in bus knowledge of the labor
question in ity various phascs, the subject
have been apparceatly sell studied. It
ma7 be remarked here that at onetime
the labor clement interested in the laze
Wellington strike would, according to
report, have been fully prepared to submit
the issucs to arbitration, but as things
were the gull between them and their
craployers scemed to be imvossible of
beinz bridged that way, and sothe con-
troversy continued with all the pecuniary
loss and individual suftering that swere
cntailed.

To all appearance, the measure is not
only a good one bt it is well tumed, &3 we
are on what many of vs believe to be the

threshold of a prolonged period of induw

trial development, all obstacles in the way
of which it were well to have removed as
far as possible in advance.  But to secure
this it will bLe for the Government, in
appointing the oflicials provided for or
who mav be neccessary, to see to it that
they are in every way well qualifled ; that
not only are they practica® men—not
politicians—Dbut that they have the courage
to do that which is right and just between
man and man, without any considerations
of fear, favor or affection. ‘Fhis much
secured, the work to be aone will be very
much simplified and rendered more capa

ble of successful accomnplishment,

FIRE PROTECTION.

Considerable writing is being done in
the papers specially dedicated toinsurance
matters to the claims advanced on the
part of some municipalities that fire
underwriters should bie made to pay an
cxtra amount of taxation in view of the
special benefits that their business derives
from a good water supply and a well
manned and well cquipped fire protection
service. It is, however, pointcd out that
tke theory and practice of underwriting is
to make the premium charge according to
the risk undertaken. But, on the other
hand, the companies claim that they pay
for cvery improvement in the fire protec.
tion service by scaling down the premi
ums which, with <very addition, flre
insurers arc not slow to demand. 1In
conncction with this subject. we are
pleased to notice thatl the fire wardens of
the city of Victoria have reported in favor
of a number ofimprovements and additions
to the local service which will involve a
direct outlay of somnething hke $20,000 and
an annual charge for running expenses of
between $4,000 and $5,000. This is un-
questionably what is wanted, and itis to
be hoped the city council will endorse the
report and that without delay, as there are
portions of the city which ate but one
remove from not being protected at all
It must be distinctly and unequivocenlly
stated that with the men and appliances
at his command, Chicf Deasy has done
wonderful work, for though the water
pressure is very light it is seldom that a
fire is allowed to make any headway. In.
deed, Victoria has had a rcmarkable
immunity from heavy fire losses.

But, while speaking on the subject of
fire protecction, the expericnces of the cold
spell cannot fai) to have convinced many
people how utterly inadcquate isthe water
supply. To prevent their taps and water
mpes {reczing, wmany houschoiders not
having p,roper *cut offs” have been com-
pelled, as an alternzuve to a complete
freczing, up with the almost inevitable
accompanimenis of bursts aud, foodings,
to keep their taps running day and night,
thereby reducing the pressure indicated
at the City Hall to only n trific better than
nothing, while on the upper levels there
has been scarcely any water obltainable
The sooncer somcthing is done to remedy
the existing condition of things the bLetter.
it would have been diflicult, if not
impossible under cxisting conditione, to
have enforced the provisions of the by.law
10 regard to the constant waste of water
while thic cold wexthier lasted, butletween

Llhc present time and next winter, the

Water committee saight devise someo
means of having the house service so over-
hauled and improved that there shall be
no reason or excuse for the continuation
of thepractice which, ur der theexceptional
circumstances, has been allowed to pre-
vail. It should Le seen that the necessary
*‘cut offs” are attached to every service
and every oneshould be notified, either by
circular or advertisement, what is his
duty in the matter, andto itaperformance
he should be strictly held. But, as has
many a time been pointed out, the time
has arrived when Victoria must have a
very materially augmented water supply.
She is no longer the small, comparatively
stand still town which she was when the
Elk Lake system was inaugurated and
carried out. It is—all things considered—
|inadeqnate for present and the immediate
[future requirements, and it requires no
stretch of imacination to appreciate the
fact that if we are possessed of any fore-
sightedness at all, we must begin and that
atonce to increase and improve the supply,
no matter whence we obtain it. It will
certainly involve heavy expenditures, but
they can never be undertaken at a more
fitting period than the present.

BRITISH COLGMBIA'S FISH TRADE.

Commenting on some of the announce-
ments that are made in certain of the
Paciftc Coast papers as to the special ad-
vantages they possess for the develop-
ment of an extensive fish trade with the
cast, the Victoriz Times remarks: “Brit
ish Columbia has ¢ven & better chance
than California to engage prostably jn a
continental fish trade. The colder waters
produce a finer quality of {ish, and the
cooler climate affords better facilities for
handling them. Qqar fishermen have this
one marked advantage, of access to un-
limited supplies of halibut, which is per-
haps the very flnest large fish found in
American waters, salt or fresh. There
can be no obstaclein the way of a great
fish tradc between the coast of this prov.
ince and the great inland citics; unless it
be the costof transportation. Quick and
cheap trausit is onc of the essentials, and
1t is one which the railway companies will
find it profitable to provide.™

This transportation problem is the em.
barrassing one, no matter the side of the
Ascrican boundaries from which® the
Pacific Coast resident haila. There are
over three thousand miles of trans.
portation to the Atlantic scaboard on
railways which cibier pool their business
or otherwisc kave some kind of an under-
standing among themselves, and waich,
morcover, on the one hand hace contrived
to control the rates of the Psnama Rail-

way, lcaving as the only actual com-
petitors the slow service LY vessels that
arc compelled toround Cape Horn or the
Canadian Pacific Railway. This latter
company under all the circumsiances, not
unnaturally rcgulates its rates by the
consideration of what the business will
atand and sccure to ita share of the trade.
Quicker and cheaper transportation i3
what js wanted by the swhole of this
Paciflc Coast, and if Jim IHill and the
Great Northern, or the enterprise form.
crly known as the Canada Western will
step in and supply, the requirement, the
beiter for them and the better for existing
lincs of tusincss, and for those industrics
that weal 'now 1o be socapable of almost
unlimited developnecat.




