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ils wvas proinised in the Spechi from
the Thronc tie governuient have int.ro-
duced in the Legisiacure un Important 13111
reiatinp taindustrial inatters. It pravides
ln the firnt place. for tie establishînent of
a Bureau of Labo? Stat istics, [he dutica
of [ho Consînissioner of Laborbcingamiong
otiter tings ta coi'-'fl atisties and oter
information relating to industry and
commerce. as weli as [o inquire into and
report upon the social and sanitarv con.
ditions of the working classes. [beir
boules and the places In which they are
employed. Ile is also ta sec [bat ail laws4
relating Io latior are '.trictly carried out,
c>'iidrcn, miniors and wvonen beinz
t§pecially provided fa.,. Ilc and his deputy
are, for the purposca of their office-. cnt
powered ta enter aIl places which tiiey
may sec fit and are nided by the enact-
nient ins cvcry possible wray ln the attain
ment of [licir abject. For the above
purposes the proviitre la ta bc divided
inta districts, in cachi of wvhirh %vili bc a
Council of Conciliation befor'- whiion al]
canîplaints shali be brouglit by the Deputy
Commissioner of Statistics, îîhase bu-il
nosa itshahl bc ta tadjugt 'vith the aid cf
the Cau-xciI ait disputes as far as possible.

Thi% departure ia titis Province it fol
luwing legi-ilation thaf lias warked ivith
greaît.r or iras success in tIse ttnited Sttcts
and Au-stralia, ;'nd.in nias> instances and
partit-ulars liaq been faund ta bc exceed
inagIv useful as xell ta the artizan classes
ast thei mercantile cc'mmiunity and the
employer% of tlibor. 0f coursr in sorte
casei ir waq caly ta bc expccted that inter
position of fuis kiîîd should bic a fallure,
but on the nliole real good iîa. been ac
coaiplished in this wray, and thse Gavern
mient deservre crcdit for ftse action they
haire takien. The maure as laid befare
thsc rrcembcrs .shoaws not oîsly coasîderable
lafercat ia bu; knowlcdge of the labor
question in its variaus plia-es, tjecsuhjcct,
laire been appareatly iieil studied. Il.
niasyj bc remarked here that al, anc time
the labor elemeat Iaîcre3ted la the laie
Wellington strikc would, according tu
rep.ort, bsave lcen fuliy preparcd ta eubimit
tic Issues, I0 arbitratton, but as thin.ga
were te gîzif bctwccn thern and thecir
empiloyer% tctttcd ta bic Imnossible of
bclng bridgcd that 'vay, and :4o tlic con-
travers> cantinucd vrith ail tic pecuniar>'
losia and Individual su(Yering thai vitre
cntailedl.

To ail appearancc, tic measure is flot
oisiy a gooda, ne bt it Ltg %Veil tsmed, as %% e
arc on tvhat asan>' of rs believe fa be Uie

tliretilioid of a prolongiea period of Induq
trial developinerit, ail obstacles i[li theitY
0f tvliiejal fi vere tvcll ta have ýrciiod as
far tispos..ililc iiauivatice. Buitta secure
thN i t If. avlt b for flic Ooverineist, In
appoin[iîig tlie olliciaiéi provided for or
wvio iiav be nocessîary, ta sec ta It hiaf
tliey tire ii cvery %way wvell <iutlifld -. that
îlot oiîly are thie v rar-ti-a' nt-tot
politician%-but fhtat ilie>' have [lie courago
to do tisa whlici l'4 riglit and ju'st het.ween
marin and titan iit bout "xiv coxîsiderations
of fear, favor or affeoction. Thîis tiuch
securcd, the wvork ta bie aone wvili bc vcry
mcl sittplified aîîd rendered miore capa
bic af succc'asfui accoînplislini*nt.

Considerable writing Is belîîg donc in
the papiers s4pecialiy dedicated fa inaîtrance
tnatera o h ic dai advaitcel on flie
part af sonje nsunlcipali Lies titat lire
underwvrifers i.hould be matde ta psy an
extra amount o! taration iii viewv of the
speciai benefats tliant tlheir business derives
fromi a gaod wafer bupply andf a well
inaaned and iveli ciuipped fire protection
s-rvîce. It is, liowever, point cd out. tîtat
the fhîcor>' and pract ice of underwritiîtg le
ta niake flie prcmniumn charge according fa
the risk undertaken. But, on the ofiser
hnad, tlie conipanles claiti (bat tley psy
for cvery Improvemnt in [lie Lire protec-
tion hertice by scaiing doiwn [lie premi
unis vhiclt, wiflt o-er> addition, lire
insureràs are atot sluw6 fa dcnsand. la
conncctian witli tItis subject. w-e are
plcr.scd ta ntioice Vina. the lire ivardetîs ot
tIse ciL>' of Victoria have reportcd ln faxar
afr itumber 0f lînprovetieita and additiong
fa the local service wvîicli 'vii invol ve a
direct outîsla otnethin;zlikc $210,000 anli
an annual charge for rustiig expeases of
bctsvcen q1l000 and $5.000. Tit is un-
questioaably whîat, is ivatted, and itis ta
bc iîopcd the city cauncli li cridorse the
report and tliat iiliut deha>' an [here arc
portion% o! tise City whisclî ait but ont
jrLînavc front itot being îîrotected at ail.
If. itu-t lie dimtinct>' and uiicquivocaily
btated titat içith th fmicnît sd appliancet;
5f. his comnmand, Chicf Deas>' lias donc
ivondertul %%ork, for thIoug l ,h ¶vater
pre-siure Is ver>' light it is çsoathfat a
lre In aliawcd ta mtake aay îîcadway. In.

dcac, Victoria Itas ltsd a rcmarkable
immuni>' front hea,.y tire lases.

But, whltliscakiag on the subjcct of
tire profcction, flic experieccc of th coid
qpeli cannai, fait ta have coavinceai maay-
peaple liais uttcr>' lnadcquate ts ttae ivattr
suppi>. To prevent, titeir tapa and vater
pipes% frcczang, tan> litciioiders flot
liavring propcr c ut oaITa have becn coin-
pcllccl. as an alternative [a a coaspîcte
frccz.,ng, up %sith the almost ineviabie
accompanaîments of bursts sud, Iloodîngà,
ta keep their taps running day and nigt,
thîcrei> reducingz thte pressurc Indicated
nt tue Cit>' Hall ta cal>' a trille bcttertitan
nothing, %isitale on flic upper leveis tere
lisas been scarcely any wsater obtainalîle.
The -.ooner soznthng is donc ta rentély
tlle cxisting condition cf tliings Ilte bot fer.
If. %vouid have [w-on d1iicuIf, if nof.
inspos-tible under existing conditiane, fa
have cnforced tlic provitilons of tic liy.Iaw
in reizard ta tc constant wastc of îvatcr
wivtle fisc cela iveatter itcbuti-ctwcen
the presezit time aîîd ncxt vInter, tc

1 Water cotinîtiittee e.iiîlt devise saute
iticaîti of ltavlog flic bouse service so os-or.
itauied and lînprovedl tuat tere shahl bc
no reason or excuse for flic continuation
of thiepractîce wlilclt. ur.'1er theexceptianal
clrcuntsftitaccs. lias becît aiiossed ta pre-
val. It simoula bc seen tt te nccessary
"eut offs" arc attaclied ta cvery service
and cs-cry oîie biould bo tsotifled, cithler by
t-ircultur or advertiseient. wlîat If, his
duty i ll Ue mtter, alld to litaperformiance
lie sutouid be titrict>' hteid. But. as lias
ntan>' a Urne been polnted out, fthe fime
lias arrived witen Victoria mnust bave a
very inaterially augnîented water tuppi>'.
Site is no lonîcer te smali, consparativel>'
stand iti foWIs- WisaCh. bile WsaS 's-lien tht
ll, Lake systeisi ivas iîiaugurated and

carricd ouf. Il la -ail tings coissidered-
1 inadeqm',ate for prenant and tie immediafe
future reiluiretîerts, aîtd it requires no
streteh of inssîzinatioti ta appreciate the
faeL f laf if ".e are posssd of an' foare.
sigîtteuines at ail, we- înutt begin and tîtat
af once to inrrease and inîprave the suppîy,
nu niaffer iviience ive obtain if. If wiii
certain>' invaive Iicavy expenditurzs, but
flic aa nover be underfaken nf a more
litting period titan the prescrit.
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Coitmentsng on santie cf lthe announce-
monts tliat are mie in certain of flie
Pacigle Coast papersi as fa [lie specia i a-.
vanfages tisey possusas for tise devetop-
nient of ait extensive lai trade ivits fthc
eat, the Victoria Tinics reîaarks: "JIrit
lai Columtbia has e-en a botter chance
titan Cuiiornia ta engage prof tabiy In a
continental Lisa frade. The colier waters
produre a finer qualil>' of finit, and the
coîrclimtnae affords botter f.ailities for
hiandliîsg theîin. Oîir flisierinen have titis
ane înarked alivaistage. of acci-sa ta un-
linitcd %uppliesq of hallibut, ivhicli is per.
lisps thie very flIai-t large ilsît found ia
Antu-rican waters, sait or fresît. There
can bic no obstacle Ia tlic tva> cf a great
1iah trade bi-tis-en tîte cost of this prov-
ince and thc groaf iniand cienc; unîcgs Ir,
bc fliccostof fratssportation. Qîsick and
chenil tranîsit in co of te casentials, and
it, la one witich flic raliway calapanies il
finfi if profitable ta provideY-

This transportation problim la the cm.
barrassing one, nto ittfer flic side or the
Adnerican boundaries tramn wiht fla
l>arillc Cosat re-sideat Itails. Thscre. are
oirer flirce ftouqad miles cf trans.
porition to tise Atlantic scaboard on
raIlways5 whîich ciber pool flicir business
or atherwsise havre sorte kind cflan under-
standing among tlsom5clsr-, and wsnicli,
morcaor, on rlie co band have contrivcd
ta contrai [lic rates of flic Pantama Rail-
%vay, lcavinr, as the cal>' actua.1 co
petit-im sthe ilow service by vessi-Is tsat
arc canipchled ta round Cape Ilorn or the
Canaîllan P>acific Railtviy. Titis latter
Comspany' under ail f lic clrcumiîsicep, flot
unnaturall regulales its rates b>' the
coas4ideration oif whiat îhc lusiaess wili
stand and sccure to iLs sîtare of thse trade.
Quicker and ciscaper transportation li%
%islat ls svaated b>' flic 'vile of ftai
P'acific Casa:i, and if Jins Ili11 and the
Great NorUsi-ra. or thse enterprise fctrm.
crI>' L-owa as the Canada Westcra will
step lnasnd s-uppîr ftic requiremear, te
botter for thcmt and the boîter for exaîaflag
liaca nf tuxinles, and for fliose lacluttries
tlaat Nveal,'nowlo bcesocapable of almos.
ualiusited developazeit.à


